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‘thing,” an organ, a custom can be a continuous sign-chain of ever new
interpretations and adaptations whose causes do not even have to be
related to one another but, on the contrary, in some cases succeed and
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2 Folgks AEsta HEAH 71 (its cruel and contemptuous assumption

that the one thing lacking for global revolution, explosion of gender roles,
or whatever, is people’s (that is, other people’s) having the painful effects of
their oppression, poverty, or deludedness sufficiently exacerbated to make the
pain conscious (as if otherwise it wouldn't have been) and intolerable (as if

intolerable situations were famous for generating excellent solutions; 22)= %
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even more abstractly reified form of the hegemonic and the subversive;
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ized violence of sexual differentiation) must always be presumed or self-
assumed—even, where necessary, imposed—simply on the ground that it
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glimpse the lineaments of other possibilities; 24)2 ©]0]& 4= = 7HH =
W o ujiolc,
Mlz2Jo] "R]= =7 (Touching Feeling; 2003)014 AF=E2] BIAHE £

ANz ARRS 275+ $2]o] JAS HlA Ly |t

—

253 2 e W ;
SR TR 15 EAET BRa] oITh? SR A 22t

2) Ml z=2lolopd 2 3w} HHZA Q715 Sl s/l ol F el wdA o)L, o]

)

A AA 91710 o3 2047] Ao Le) Abget ofe] Fast HuSo] Tk,



2y ekl (Melanie Klein)2] =A]of| LAGl] 352 977t 254 ¢
2] (depressive position) | ATF 7Hagk AdF ol Ao =R, Al 11E, o
doz 7h= 2k A 3EA 9719 dAEo] HASA YA HT d v
Al A2 o ehal AR HYSA 719 3EA ¢7] Atolol x|k
Aol ZpolE HAFE QUXET 32 A A 9 AR A=, A=Y
< B o ddstH o g & AEol AT ] 2

, 229] "2 Aol A" (qualita-
tively; “Klein” 628)°f|4] Afole} A|A| 9] 7Ha37t theket WAES A2t &

ASES Fote IJ5A s 0] Do) 1|EH (merely aesthetic; “Read-
ing” 22)0]aL, 7|AsloF ‘T3] 7|24 (merely reformist; 22)°]2kal 4
Al FGotEo] g, Al=eE o] o] Bx=E evtstal ¥ A v
B GHolgt H]%ﬁ‘}tﬂ/ﬂ n)etat ZNFFo] 9] ofn| A E thA| AMEHIE

f4%4t A= Apilo] =20 w 04’5]'1 WA= O}Z]‘ﬂ HEY ‘:—',-IU}E]'

"(livable life)e] ¢Juje} 1 @ A4S
7h SR YujoAE 274 onjoAE WAL =7]=
ol mpE e S5, AT 29 Yol =AY QlRol, 52 iR ofA
AACE gttt A 28RS 2 Fehivl ofye} of Wy "Rl o 2}
T BA kgl =E3A It dolA WrEA] fsIRE 3 A, E ok
%

i)
et
2
o
.41
2

I £

of AR gt E o] It} (many of the major modes of thought and knowledge
in twentieth-century Western culture as a whole are structured—indeed,
fractured, by a chronic, now endemic crisis of homo/heterosexuality definition;
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behalf of confirming its hidden or suppressed Truths or Harms but to
elaborate its variety of attachments as sexuality, as lived life, and, most
importantly, as an unfinished history that confounds the hurts and the
pleasures; 123-24) £72] o135 FAe & Qo) ey =t Y9,
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o Zart glo] Btk Ak Ao TAE: A9 -5 ("Introduction: Af-
fect in the Present”)¥} "1%;: &3 S
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9, B FHY S A HASt= WSS = Fd7kel 8 7E 4 9l
L5, GAS Al Ao AA wEAUeF A4 Ho 2 YolrtA Sk ez A
YEo)E Vwsittd, e off 22 YA o]t} (All attachment is optimis-

tic, if we describe optimism as the force that moves you out of yourself

4 &

jusd)

and into the world in order to bring closer the satisfying something that
you cannot generate on your own but sense in the wake of a person, a
way of life, an object, project, concept, or scene; 1-2). (2) “2|7} &12]
el s olob1@ W, el AARE @k S Rt Selol
315718 vhebAn Selel7 Rssil sk Awe] chirsel Hhe) Waka gl
+ 7]t} (When we talk about an object of desire, we are really talking
about a cluster of promises we want someone or something to make to
us and make possible for us; 23). (3) “H3& ofj2t] A5 FR1=, o|Hal,
ojZlof o] ZHo] Gl e Aol BlR & WAor EEbAA =9
= 7IHE 7FestAl she WER| 9 AHom Forke A&HA Q] s =3
31t} (the affective structure of an optimistic attachment involves a sus-
taining inclination to return to the scene of fantasy that enables you to
expect that this time, nearness to this thing will help you or a world to
become different in just the right way; 2). (4) “[93 IAE]S FA19
N2 o] Eold tiifo]l Aol BAlS tdez ofEY HAS A4
2 e wjnt S8 -t (They become cruel only when the object that
draws your attachment actively impedes the aim that brought you to it
initially; 1). SHEZ} A4% 558t & F & ,("Two Girls, Fat and

Thin")ell 4l AlZ210] w B2 e A2, Az gelel ohzfolat 24e)



39 FiEZsk= A’(to disseminate the intelligent force of an attachment
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anxiety about the value of even the “thinkiest” thought; 121)2 AJAFs}
7] o, Sel= o9 HEE =S fASHHEA gy 7dE A5
T UL Alz9e nge FAsHrHE 27 A4l Akt E9stA A
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o=, B HYSAEETE A9 FA FAZIAR oA 37]otes
AL A HRITH (the pressures of that founding, depressive realization

can also continuously impel the psyche back toward depression, toward
manic escapism, or toward the violently projectively defenses of the
paranoid/schizoid position; “Klein” 637)= A=Y 2] F+43} FH 5= =3t
AQJNA QAo A v ZE QT 384 Q2o AW 7153 W BALS FF
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HAZLE T £A7F e BAS, A TRE, B AUd A4 §77
(normatively ordered stages, stable structures, or diagnostic personality;
“Reading” 7)¢] ot} “§-A3t e85 (the flexible to-and-from movement;
“Reading” 8)& ¢PAI5H= 91 o2& Ball BUEA 9719k 22 ojr|8 Aust
o ol 9719 AHES oA oldl&R/| A7} ohle (& wHte] ergA A
2 o 2A 7} ofzh Mslstal o] A A0 BAH UL O E A (not as theoretical
ideologies (and certainly not as stable personality types of critics), but as
changing and heterogeneous relational stances; 8) ©|al5}7] {lgro|c}, A|=<2
HAHSA oA =54 AR o]Fo], 52 11 th-F o 29| o]g)o] “9-¢3]/
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Lt Ztolrt §Adshe, ARl 7S IF+E= w8l AlA (@@ crowded
world of loving family and friends in which she thrives partly by living
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Dok A=) olopr] & Yz Al-m AF4le] ofobr]= A= 7t
1 FGER Bl & SHAIRE AR A o] of e A, A, fE Y A
WA 317" (a general environment not of thriving but of disappointment,
contempt, and threat; 125 A} ZF=x)of 3t Zojztal g3l HHEE 3
524 9719 A7 G e ek WAl o R fibd o vjE A
A Hre g weubr] & "dAA 249 AT E3 4 (the hesitancy
and recessiveness in ordinary being; 124)2] AH’(scene)d} FAXETHE 11
AR A E3he 270 AR

4. BRE Eekot 24 471 Eekuba gt vy B

HAET} (ST vl R olahe] Egteuts A2/FE F e ERA
YH (Dorothy Never)$l A28 Ao]=(Justine Shade)E 2= 7MHE
Eetgutopatz “gal A4le] 9 ofulo] g EAVE A A e
S7el A FASHA, FAS A A v A F
SolA 22 A17][7]]"(ocates you at the knot that joins the personal and
the impersonal, specifying you at the moment you have the least control

over your own destiny and meaning; 126-27) wj&£o]t}.? Wl E7} 35}

HA | gt o] A 77} ¥ EE 4= Q1= F7F (the space in which challenges to a
normalizing universality can develop; 637)0113}. W AzZHl Al =ge] 92354 9
2] e} HME O] Ecteub= A 0] o7t AT HeEof 54 15 7]
Y=t FollAl, 28ar T J3toARE Gl tiet ZAA 717 7 stk A
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& Bo] AACR stoiF el o] UL XA WETFT ofobr 5, A
S ARSI E Sol A opAL AAle] ERAIS SIFsu B7e] AR
ohal Ieto 2 WSk} (When she is fifteen, her father abjectly enters her room
to tell her that his frustration with the unjust world causes him to act out on
her, and in the jumble of love and apology he utters he begins to molest and
to rape her; 131) A AR OJAL of ] O] A} ZA= RHEAOR E J1FATY
A Al A G [(A2E]o A 423 (A doctor friend of Justin’s doctor-father
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olafist= 71, ZHY7L “o] o #3E Zlo] ol oF(This isn't about me;
125)2al ©hlsh= 2 dukeh g defo|rh, "M ETL A3 L&kl A
= @A ISR G oA vz S AR tEAR uAkshs = A
Ao ouE A0t AAE, ", WG, AR oj= g AFFe] ARV =
wE3kele 2 EY WS NS AR AAZE 24 H =
Ao 2 A AlZF(think of the world as organized around the impersonal-
ity of the structures and practices that conventionalize desire, intimacy,
and even one’s own personhood; 125)3lA= LA AH HIZIAAAL Al
A7 8= de Ee A AATE AHEdhe 2EE () Aok
A 24 Adoelth. FHAR, H7HQ/A2 ZHQle] AlA sl Hote dF
o] “ZbA|"(posture; 145)= A &3] 2L 1n(1nt1macy)0]1/]— AFILA (sociability)
W} AHbE = off2ke) QRS T Itk 7HE eSSkl nhE F o &l Al B
AL “dFo] FAF9% A2 (a formalist strategy; 137)°i/\‘] Egkeu}
FA =EmAQF ALFo] EATE 4], ST Alx, 5T HEA7E ofy et
Yeo] HhE WA P4 AHAlo of2hS 2= FElR UEhdT) oo HHEE
H|7H 1 WA Eekuba] REES “RoA1A 459 I (manifestation
of unconscious symptoms; 138)%= oFUil, TP Thil “OJ41 A9l oA Y2
A4 2] B9 (an act of conscious intentional agency; 138)%= oFd F7HA|
o] FAZtE o=rh? HIAIA WA Eepeuby whE2, AR =2 A7)

ol

R

-

repeatedly and painfully masturbates her at the age of five; 129).
6) Aol A BI) % WAL Gake] oS i ojghdel ASE, Hake] FAE 4

AA, BAA, Z2H] E85Y A AFER Hemtes SA4E YUY 48ET
(the closures of symptomatic reading; 15)& |3t} stoh, 22y FAlof 7HEA
o] YulE AUAA G gofsiA THIES 243] Z3letA] Lok AAE

G5t AL thA] 235l o]Ff5l= U (navigating and reconstruing the world
that cannot saturate them; 15) SA| A3} o]&EH A S7|v WSHA ¢l7]=
Ao A& Hoprhe EEA AUl o2k, A7-AE, 4R AAARY] FHEHE o
3 (the messy dynamics of attachment, self-continuity, and the reproduction

of life that are the material scenes of living on in the present; 15)<& % 7|3l
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H715 S8 AAE ¢te= Hol Wil gre g W7 &5 vhEsHEol, "g49] i}
oI}, Al el ?:_EXHE}% WA, & Al Sto® Sskar, Aol st
a1, AlAFE IJsk= ®4]7(a process of absorption and a way of being in the
world, a way of bringing it in, entering it, and averting it; 133)°]t}.

HI 7| QI ARFR=9] olul & 2717} oFitehe NI T H2 4] 2
o MAFZHAsH] St HAE 24l o] “U34 7 d”(optimistic concept; 159)
olet & wtatrh. M ES] ¢7]&= Hlek 71 A of2hS Foff MIAT o §l= o]
59 obF] WA A ¢k 4 2T HollArto] ofye}, o529 AbE
# ¥]7H 14 (social impersonality; 129) A H]AFS] 2 W3t LA S (dis-
sociated intimacies; 129)2 1 AAH|= ol 2k oF wla] P x}A 2] st vl
© 2 oujggitt= HoflA FEHolty, HMET}L v7iQIAGS ATHoE ¢

A opeth ghe, Eetguiy HJE,—E 25 YA E 7Houaz1 ore W
1430]

’

X

“ﬂoﬂ %‘04 ﬁlqﬂ"}, 52 ‘?l"ﬂ?l jolZl', ; < IE5S 7]‘:}ﬂ—7’— UTHAL A
S}A] ¢F="(does not suggest that anyone’s true personhood lies beneath,
or is awaiting a safe space, or repair; 143) A, & H|I/|AAH S TTH o2
= Hlojupof o A9 dAIAQl GA'R o] E3fetA| d=th= Kolth ¢
ol = |t Fote £ Y35 WA K3 =E2AI9F ARl A b
o AFE ARoA HFO FHS 7L, A4S 4E A ZOA olofr|st
1, JAsFstE = %57 (a compulsion to historicize, to narrate their lives
to each other; 128)°f =%7]% S}A|qt, o] o]of7] 9] mgto] “ALA QI Z1 2]
‘W3t W3F'(an intimate exchange of something personal; 128 BA} 7}x)
o7 oJojx|R= gethe HoA "esd Efteut doto] Z1HE AT
(the strange sociability of contemporary trauma talk; 128)°] A&lE =
ok @3] g2 T AEo] AZA F7) wefoptt & A Ltk ofuke]
el =7]= “drHda 932422 " (ambivalence and embarrassment; 128)
of FEStHA LT FHE A oo AFst= UG oldE=7]
2} “A2] 9] ol (the elegance of distance; 128)°|2f & w3t 71 9o] A2 4

4

WA etk R el gale vlests MAEY e WY FHAY"
(Sedgwick 188 W& st 14 Yul A =21| 7|3} gop glek.
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(hoard; 128) AA41€] F2 “¥olgt ‘ﬂo}ﬁH”(a
v A A o] gt uiRte 2 BE A4S A]7]= Edkeut —rzﬂ—J 271 54
“(self-containment; 128) ©|u]X]+=, AU X7} ofH A7} dis)] &
715 RFHAEA GoHAE BAte] EXE ke R S0l S st
= AR A &Eohs gds] HE FFY wAEE ARt 28 A
Zdske] 3oj4k7]= AlA"(the engulfing world of normal intimacy; 132)
oA Hojur] ¢t o] “Zrekl7] 9] (cutting gesture; 132)= WZ= Ef
A= 3 Abe ZRRIgE A 7olol 7| shal, g A AFH T L=
“Fo1E R k22| 1% (pain of unassimilability; 136)= &717] =}
of, 2y Aol ERAQF A A' o] ARo|A FANSH= H]

7
WAOE “aFo] & 4 g BE AL oh 9US 4
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3l 1E5& 2713F5k="(condition them for taking on the risk of knowing
everything they can; 143) 3¢jo|ct. H|7iQ1IAdo] A2k 52 FAF=olA
“G2A, ARNA, FEAS =7 Ik A7k F7F (time and space
to judge freely, angrily, and bemusedly; 143) A|F3lH, o]&°] 4 1L
ol ‘B o] AASI="(hypervigilant; 130) EfAIL} “TrAlst= X425

(monitoring intelligence; 143)2] Zd|oA] HlojuA| gitt, HHE= v7i<d
4L ZHuksl A oA A7) Qe mEo] sAlAlo] Q= AEAHTEO T o]
Sk AS "ol $-27t 7Aook & d42] 4o A e g A A7) = Aol
HAEE ofggt 4to] Ago] dE=S o & AA sk QA ofdA=
N ) e wet =23 ol @22 WAk o7& FofAlvt et
g ok i, a9y o] Foll HMETL 49 “rF A AESE Autsial

7 Al'o] kel ZESk=Ao tiRt AbelekAQl A A ARHlE(socio-
logically empirical cases about who beats the system and who succumbs
to its systemic stresses; 11)=& G-=3l# & A2 ottt Aol HAE 7

H 71 AL A|el9] ke’ 4ho] oFAl Zpof MR 2] k11 “Z<1”(individu-
ality; 125)2 $41 22 3l $E- F9|(ism)e}t 7|87 45715 AR

1518, A AT B T, A AE AAF F,
aRsets aupel 718, 4 2314 27b4 2o 1E—t U v
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o v]24 93 g 4= ok HAEE= AfdEe] Aubt =85k AA
3t H-go A= IHsHA dutststo] “HApgola 71 AHO 2 A
AR <22 719 (grasping the circulation of the present as a histori-

cal and affective sense; 203ttt HH:ET} o] Eeteut A& 53t 3
FShe @AY mee B3 Eekont BEo] TestE YAt BAE: ol
2’ o] ofye} “AAEtE $17] (crisis ordinary; 9), & A U= A
9] X152 YJE| 227 (a pervasive contemporary social precariousness; 7)©]
k= oA Esith. o= Y A a2 g QA L=9) 7] 4
Aol HSTFe2H STl "FAVE AR E 48%Es AHEHA &

rlr

Ao 2 HZES} (subjects ordinarily archive the intensities neatly and
efficiently; 10)= 7S FE3ts 7|E Egkdul o] 2o tigt Aotk A}
A FESshl akE 7 of&h 2 AR Egkeubs o] %9 oA 3] 2
slet= Aboletr] Kb, olu| I 0%} ofo|5o] 2kl Qi ghol FAE F
©]”(Sexual trauma shapes knowledge that the girls already have, rather

than being the event that fully structures consequent consciousness;
1552 olgt A4S $714] Sherh? dio] Estuteti MAEY X

= B4, vlgEgol o8 ojn] 7F=ups]al vjdidE Avzt e ARE B
Y= FAlolth (individuality—that monument of liberal fantasy, that site of
commodity fetishism, that project of certain psychoanalytic desires, that sign
of cultural and national modernity—is to me a contrary form, a form already

interrupted by inconstancy that has a hard time bearing it; 123).

B MAME= AEolA dFEE “AEol Adshe & dol Hek ol Adg
A APE = A AFEE AFEol ARt Sle, tdE dAEe] st
= 99"(a zone of convergence of many histories, where people manage the
incoherence of lives that proceed in the face of threats to the good life they
imagine; 10)0]2} 30 24 A (the present)2}t LAY} Egke-nfof 3t 7]&

NSl et #AE T A 24 A HTTHS-10).

9) MAEE w29} HAElY Aol A LAXE o 7|A|Z, LUzt Eekeuld Ab

A5 Ao At Fol AT A% o HolFHA L 4ol A Btstol

S} o] Atk A, 150 /%L EekentE AW Eekenld 34
oltf. WE 7h550] Edtgulro)n Eeteuts Zivhe B shes A okt
SR G A7)0l Gl PO AL F4 e ol ol WA FL 4] Fle] 5o] o
st WAl o] o5 HEe 259 oA Beld WAl H se A



2o =2 A9} A AElo] “7tEA Aol A ¢Foll A”(in the economy of fa-
milial love; 129) E&}¢0tE A=, ¢ A
Ay o] Egkeulo] lo|x} 2 olak= tiA #ASH |- LH:%}% *éME}.

5. U7he: MAE] o]2o] FEaH A& ATHI/AM

MAEY TREF R WA, ABE, 1EE, ZH A2,
Ax=g, NS, 28l SFA Y ALE e ool ¥ d5Ad +2
49 2= (conventional good-life fantasies—say, of enduring reciproc-

ity in couples, families, political systems, institutions, markets, and at
work; 2)°] SR 2L g3 = G| ofpto]Hol7| % sirh, HAhe (429 o
oF7]1 59 Tty BRES FEe A) HHET} o] oopr|ES B3l A&5A
oz AZIE " AHEES [HEAQ 4 2] EQHAd, ok dhvl
BBl ge] SV B el () BEHOE T 4] Bl o3| o
Z5H=717"(Why do people stay attached to conventional good-life fanta-
sies . . . when the evidence of their instability, fragility, and dear cost
abounds? 2)%F A} 1 tie-E Afste] (o] HHET ALY JRXIsH
©) S % BgkY e AS Tetaat vk B diEE S9rt gt
oflfe 52 4F2] P4 WA HrollA th=A AL AM-g

= M
ol Qo] ke whE AAl kil Erk FOlET gA glEel tigt

e
(o
QE
rlr
H>
()

7/1% &+ % Il °ﬂ

environments. I do not mean that all families are traumatic and traumatized,
but these particular families are constructed as exemplary in their historical
for the ways they attached to a heteronormative good-life modality that was
not good for anyone in it. The structuring “unthought known” of their lives
is that the sexuality of the family, its amalgamated intimate and financial
economy, its decision about how best to reproduce life in a perverse relation of
fantasy to practice, is already a terrible context for the cultivation of anything;
155).
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&2 (the anxiety of formlessness; 125)°] 2|2 dlo]g oju] EAst= &
Al #fof] A AL E =S TeEthe Aol

oZe of 7o elaAl7t obe}, $-2l7k B4 %ok A4 A-go] o
A gH50IzIE. (“ojol, Y7} opet “7itke] Frolet) ofte] ot o] o
g3 FEA e BAE $27 opdala FAIgA LA s gds
o el 321 A0 il Sjelsiels] ol s A Sed
A gholq =7 WS Faeime 7] 98] Tk Aol A B
S2) ApA19] Ho)H v So] 9lg wE W Wolch () A4 AlAle] &
shths A omA) 54 BAlo] A4 kAol 2o AT Aot
)R 28l Aol

o, .[}'Eﬂ_‘

Attachments are made not by will, after all, but by an intelligence
after which we are always running. (It's not just “Hey, you!” but
“Wait up!”) This lagging and sagging relation to attachment threat-
ens to make us feel vertiginous and formless, except that normative
conventions and our own creative repetitions are there along the
way to help quell the panic we might feel at the prospect of becom-
ing exhausted or dead before we can make sense of ourselves. . . . To
belong to the normal world is to misrecognize only certain modes of

intelligibility as expressing one’s true self. (125)

Fant S Agol A T WA BES I Ak YLt 4
SHA) gk A5 AWsHs WAL R A EE compelled) AS) ¥Ho], W
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world-shifting events; 6)= Z2|d 4% QIA|qt tfFEL2 T3] ol
o] EHES] 7] Joltt. sHA|NE 7He o2 WET AdEe] 24
Sh= @Ael 2E9 g§Ae T4 ot B9E sl 14 A =
Huf 7Hx] o 7lo) LS AR A A= 3L T} (end up being bracketed
and stored somewhere until repetitions call them back; 6)Ztal Al&sh=
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ABSTRACT

What If Sedgwick Read Berlant?:

Slow Reading and The Possibility of Repetition,
Form, and Scenario

Heewon Kim

To some extent, critical theories are responses to what dominates or
is taken for granted in history. They ask: If the norms, conventions, and
languages constituting our lives are oppressive, are we still capable of
imagining a better life, a better future? Using Eve Sedgwick’s “Paranoid
Reading and Reparative Reading” (1997) and Laurent Berlant's Cruel
Optimism (2011) as two different (but respectively significant) pillars
in the history of critical theory, this paper attempts to map the critical
stances and concomitant affects regarding prospects for change.

In this age, suspicion, skepticism, and discontent are the symbols of
intelligence. Indeed, many critics have engaged and succeeded in ex-
posing the oppressive nature of reality and the obscure mechanism of
power. It is Sedgwick who points out the state of a critical impasse in
which the “hermeneutics of suspicion” has been habitualized and simply
confirms what is already known rather than contributing to improv-
ing the reality. Sedgwick insists on the need to direct critical energy
to elaborating on the variety of desires as a “lived life,” and more im-
portantly, as an “unfinished history” that has survived the oppressive
reality. Since she encourages critics to gather and recover resources in
the given world to imagine and live a more livable life, Sedgwickian re-

parative thought has not only been influential but also prevailed in the
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theoretical discourse of desire and sexuality.

In Cruel Optimism, Berlant interferes with the way this reparative
reading is consumed and reproduced. According to Berlant, critics’ ten-
dency to believe individuals can change their own life as they think is
not only an occupational hazard but also an aspect of neoliberalism,
which overestimates the intentional, self-reflective personhood. She pays
attention to traumatized subjects (instead of the more or less “heroic”
ones) to represent the way of living and feeling in a precarious world
in which the ordinary becomes crisis itself. In chapter four, she focuses
on two female characters in Mary Gaitskill's novel, Two Girls, Fat and
Thin, who are attached to repeated actions such as eating, thinking,
and sex, rather than a certain object. Through this observation, Berlant
demonstrates how their formalist strategies and impersonality function
as a kind of agency and accordingly, why they should remain essential
resources of life.

This paper intends to reveal that Berlant’s concern about repara-
tive thought is based on intentional misrecognition and to preserve, as
well as discover, the reparative impulse in her own theory. Reading her
work, it becomes clear that Berlant’s theoretical thought comes from
a thirst for new forms to satisfy and explain our desire all the better.
While Sedgwick explores the vitality or dignity of an individual who is
not destroyed by (and thus seems free from) the tyranny of history, Ber-
lant reflects on impersonality and form to remove the traces of human-
ism in reparative reading, and thus sheds light on an individual who
is by no means free. Furthermore, Berlant’s axiom that knowledge is
traumatic suggests the inevitable presence of a gap between the time of
experiencing and the time of understanding. Berlant invites us to think
of this belatedness as a fundamental condition of thought and historici-

zation.
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