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Abstract

A Study on the Reflection of Media Phenomena and the
Expression of Self-Awareness in Paintings

- based on my works -

Sejun Park
Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

I feel that the percentage of indirect experiences about the
world today has risen much higher across almost all the
areas. From the spread of computers and the Internet
following radio and television to the popular adoption of
smartphones and SNS(Social Network Service), it has become
easy to have similar experiences to others in many activities
according to the development of media that can be defined
so—called mass media. It is because media is working on
human life very closely with huge volumes of information
being expanded and reproduced every hour through media. As
media channels have become much diversified, it is now
possible for anyone to produce and share images with ease.
Images and information are being produced and consumed

exponentially compared with the past.
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In my works, my focus was on waves of explosive images
created by the advancement of these media and technologies.
I observed images making complex and sudden appearances
and disappearing as fast as their appearance through media.
Such images as phenomena left intense impressions on me
like festivals, and I would often be left with a sense of
considerable emptiness and fatigue. [ created a painting series
to reflect my thought fragments about images that derived
from such feelings and would be fast to be produced and then
disappear. I would collect as many images as possible in daily
life as they were consumed via media and use them in my
works.

The images of media have become more sophisticated with
their production volume rising, but they can also cause
harmful effects including the distortion of the reality and
inaccurate ideas. Good examples include the production of
fake news, which has recently caused problems, the
one-sided and extremely simplified expressions of life via
SNS, and reckless acceptance. Distorted perceptions and
inclinations towards the reality caused by the media make
people consume an image too selectively or 1impose
fragmentary censorship on images, thus alienating them from
the actual reality and making it part of their daily life.
Furthermore, it is connected to the harmful effects of modern
capitalism as well as the media's own defects. Today
capitalism instigates people to have abnormally huge desire

and expectation for achievement and asks for incessant
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delusion and self-conviction from them. Images
mass—produced by the media move by the accumulated power
of capital and drive the audience toward anxiety and sense of
lethargy through all kinds of promotional means.

The investigator felt a need to express in his own works to
realize and offset the negative aspects of the media. First,
the old colors and forms were altered to deconstruct the
fixed intentions and contexts in a collection of media images.
They would weaken the interpretive status of archetypical
content and function as signs that were relatively open.
Secondly, the investigator employed abstract techniques that
depended on coincidence so much that he would not be able
to predict an outcome easily, trying to accept the
inscrutability of expression and its instability as it was. It was
a process of accepting and mitigating anxiety by connecting
the practice and performance of art to psychological factors.
Finally, elements were subjected to loose and unfinished
expression in his works for self-awareness one step from the
deception of the media in order to put an emphasis on the
virtuality and anonymity of images. Since the creation of
post—capitalist culture in which images obtained their
autonomous power, solid realities have been pushed behind
the promotional activities of ubiquitous and powerful media

with everything being distorted and exaggerated like fantasy.
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No one is free from fantasy in which they are instigated, and
everyone 1s encouraged to blame only themselves for such
culture. Trying to express virtuality and anonymity as harmful
effects of the media, the investigator specifically depicted
forms in translucent ways and used frames of covering up or
cutting parts of the screen to create a space sense of
appearing elements being combined together in careless and

loose manners.

Keywords: media, accumulation and deconstruction, sense of
emptiness, self-alienation, fragmentation, all-at—-onceness,
self-awareness and offsetting, crack in a context, abstract

expression, instability, virtuality, anonymity
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