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Abstract

A Study on the Making of Art

from 'Marginal' to 'Individual

Song, Sooyoung
Fine Arts
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study presents my perspective on ‘marginality’ and
describes how [ practiced that perspective in my works.

Individuality as unique characteristics of being are often divided
into ‘central’ as standard to be pursued, and ‘marginal’ as one to
be overcome. I paid attention to this phenomenon from a ‘marginal’
position on the based on the personal experience that my
individuality has been marginalized. ‘Being marginalized’ means that

it is alienated from its original meaning. In addition to my personal
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experience as marginal, my studies on feminism, ecology, and
sociological issues of colored immigrants in the USA expanded my
understanding of marginality and made me seek ways to be an
‘individuality’ beyond alienation.

Through this process, my view of the ‘marginal’ has changed.
The ‘margin’ was the place where alienated from society and also
where resistance against society occurred. This view regarding the
‘margin’ as a place outside society has limitations such as to make
ashamed of yourself as the marginalized and to solidify the
category division between ‘central’ and ‘marginal’

To redeem these problems, I envision the new perspective of
‘marginality. * This ‘marginal’ infiltrates into ‘central’ and changes it
by creating the ‘individuality’ that could be in the society, but not
to be captured in the category. Such infiltration becomes possible
when the ‘marginal’ is in solidarity with the ‘central’ rather than
confronting it. And also when the ‘individuality’ is pursued and
understood as connected beings.

From this point of view, [ focus on various aspects of alienation
experienced by contemporaries, and my works show how to move
toward the ‘individuality’ beyond such isolation. The cultural bias
toward new things has caused the common and repetitive basis of
life to be neglected. In the air of neglect of skill, artists’ relation
with the material foundation was lost. Both the artists and the
audience are alienated in the cultural climate of pursuing
guantitative achievements and spectacles. | create works unrelated
to the spectacle by paying attention to ‘common and repetitive
things’ and establishing a relationship with materials to tame and

be tamed in dealing with them.
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The work made in this way reveals the finitude and vulnerability
of being. Finitude and vulnerability are regarded as negatives to be
overcome in the ‘central’ culture. However, finitude and
vulnerability in my work lead to awareness of the individuality of
the object. In terms that all of our beings are finite and vulnerable,
‘marginal’ becomes universal, and on such universality we feel that

we are connected to each other.

keywords : marginal, central, individuality, alienation, finitude,

vulnerability, universality, being connected

Student Number : 2015-30309
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