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<E 6-1> 'O|AXEA 240 Cet UXEFR OFS

x|

0

Lt 3?2
(Fixi'-e ’f jfict) gAASp EEOA ¢ %QIP%PE 3] ?I;II T EZON ¢ %QIP%PE
Hd 3.77 0.11 35.30 0.00 -0.05 0.07 -0.78 043
soixt g -0.09 0.05 -1.96 0.05 -0.03 0.02 -1.09 0.27
e Lo 0.02 0.00 7.90 0.00 0.01 0.00 5.81 0.00
HXd -0.05 0.01 -3.84 0.00 -0.01 0.01 -1.46 0.14
= -0.07 0.02 -2.92 0.00 -0.03 0.01 -2.48 0.01
oo S 0.02 0.01 1.85 0.07
oA S 0.21 0.02 12.36 0.00
X| =X} O 2 0.33 0.02 19.75 0.00
B 2883 0.19 0.02 9.34 0.00
A2SSHE 0.20 0.02 10.81 0.00
Tzl =MHlg  BFEHX =8 FHX
(Ran:om efI;ect) ) |cclg B S.E. r AIC BIC |cclg B SE. r AIC BIC
SEA 4 0.09 0.09
11071.28 11135.89 11055.11  11152.02
O|HX| =X} 24t 0.27 0.26 0.02
df/ Ax? 10/11176.71 15/ 11317.15
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<E 6-4> O|AX| =Xt RO IE QUK X} QI4)
781 HEULE 72 jHFHl 73 jHESE 2lH
neksk=il - & " = " -
.-'— SRRy oA EZo% ¢ foEE | oA EZO% ¢ foEE | A EZO% ¢ fogE
(Fixed effect) B P B P B P
Mo -0.13 0.10 -1.25 0.21 -0.09 0.11 -0.78 0.44 -0.19 0.13 -1.46 0.14
My -0.02 0.04 -0.62 0.54 -0.06 0.03 -1.59 0.1 0.04 0.05 0.95 0.34
Sckx}
od
L}o| 0.01 0.00 3.51 0.00 0.01 0.00 3.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.80 0.07
i
XX A&k -0.01 0.01 -0.93 035 0.00 0.01 -0.21 0.84 -0.03 0.01 -2.01 0.04
sk -0.02 0.02 -0.88 0.38 -0.07 0.02 -3.97 0.00 0.05 0.02 2.23 0.03
oy &= -0.01 0.02 -0.49 0.62 0.04 0.01 2.63 0.01 0.06 0.02 3.07 0.00
o|A M= 0.11 0.03 4.47 0.00 0.21 0.03 8.21 0.00 0.28 0.03 8.20 0.00
X| =X} of = 0.50 0.03 15.65 0.00 0.28 0.02 12.14 0.00 0.47 0.03 13.50 0.00
B ASHISM 0.20 0.04 5.66 0.00 022 0.03 7.37 0.00 0.09 0.04 2.21 0.03
AEEXNM 0.19 0.03 6.03 0.00 0.21 0.03 7.85 0.00 0.11 0.04 2.81 0.01
nA‘l_-é-_J-lI‘ = (=] T XTI = (=] T XTI = (=] T XTI
— £ FHK £ FHK £ FHA
= |cc|E ﬁss b ac BIC |cc|E ﬁss b ac BIC |cc|E ﬁss b ac BIC
(Random effect) - -E -E
SEX 24 007 12.85 0.12 10.74 0.12 21.60
193732 201244 626031  6347.80 251941  2594.45
O|AX| =X} 24t 0.14 0.05 0.25 0.02 0.24 0.05
df/ Ax® 15/ 4483.99 15/ 4233.91 15/ 4723.28
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<E 65> UREXZN U5 o|5E ¢

231 22
(Fixﬂefffict) gAA4p mEeN  + OB gamep meex ¢ Fod
Mo 2.59 0.11 2313 0.00 027 0.10 275 0.01
egixt k] 0.11 0.05 2.33 0.02 0.13 0.03 3.86 0.00
A Lo] 0.03 0.00 12.70 0.00 0.02 0.00 11.13 0.00
MXMHE | -0.03 0.01 210 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.30 0.77
s} -0.15 0.02 617 0.00 0.1 0.02 6.15 0.00
1 SIS -0.05 0.01 -3.96 0.00
o|A =4 0.08 0.03 3.07 0.00
X| =X} o = 0.06 0.02 2.52 0.01
B 23488 0.20 0.03 6.72 0.00
AEEH A 0.46 0.03 17.11 0.00
FMaD EMHE EEHX BAMHE HEH
(Ran_;om e:fect) = |cc|E e b e BIC |cc|E e * e BIC
SEX 24 0.50 0.48 0.02
1315339 132180 13087.61 13184.52
O|AX| T X} B4 0.60 0.58 0.02
df/ Ay? 10/ 4847.60 15/ 5047.36
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<H 6-8> QHAX|E=At FHO| ME QAKX =XZEN A5 OF
781 MY E +82 IjM|FEY FE3 iNESE 2M
- . 3 A _ (=X] §||.E 3 A _ (=Xe] §||.E 3 A _ 9 0| §||.E
¥ 7 0} (Fixed effect) HII:"T BEEQN t w lp = HII:"T EEQA ¢ w |p g HII:"T EZ O ‘ 2 Ip E
Huo -0.09 0.11 -0.82 0.41 -0.01 0.12 -0.12 0.90 -0.08 0.15 -0.51 0.61
Level 1 ks 0.00 0.05 -0.09 0.93 0.15 0.05 2.96 0.00 0.19 0.07 2.85 0.00
eve
- L}o| 0.01 0.00 423 0.00 0.02 0.00 7.93 0.00 0.02 0.00 6.37 0.00
e = MK|dek 0.02 0.01 1.31 0.19 0.00 0.01 0.11 0.91 -0.01 0.02 -0.45 0.65
s -0.05 0.03 -2.00 0.05 -0.13 0.03 -5.09 0.00 -0.08 0.03 -2.30 0.02
o x| &S 0.12 0.02 513 0.00 -0.01 0.02 -0.49 0.63 -0.03 0.03 -1.08 0.28
Level 2 =M= -0.09 0.04 -2.45 0.01 0.05 0.04 1.38 0.17 0.22 0.05 444 0.00
O|AX| =X}t o = 0.44 0.05 9.79 0.00 0.04 0.03 1.17 0.24 0.05 0.05 0.98 0.33
ASHISM 0.19 0.05 378 0.00 0.17 0.04 417 0.00 0.23 0.06 3.68 0.00
AEEXM 0.29 0.04 6.61 0.00 0.47 0.04 12.28 0.00 0.39 0.05 7.24 0.00
= Mg EEEX SEAHE  EEEX BEAHE  EEEX
Z Mgl Random effect) |CC|E <t t AIC BIC |cc|E ot t AIC BIC (ICCl)E E t AIC BIC
SEX 24 0.07 12.85 0.12 10.74 0.12 21.60
1937.32 201244 626031  6347.80 2519.41 259445
O|AX| =X} 4 0.14 0.05 0.25 0.02 0.24 0.05
df/ Ay? 15/ 4483.99 15/ 4233.91 15/ 4723.28
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Abstract

Identification and Persuasiveness

of Opinion Leaders in Korea

Jihee Kim
Department of Communication
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In communication studies, the concept of opinion leaders or opinion
leadership became the subject of academic interest along with the
growth of mass media in the mid-20th century. In particular, Katz
and Lazarsfeld focused on the media influence, noting that there were
people who shape public opinion. While studying the media influence
on voters in the 1940s, the concept of an opinion leader was proposed
to refer to one who affects the collective and individual decisions of
society by actively communicating and mediating information via the
mass media.

We have observed the appearance of various opinion leaders.
However, the primary type of media through which opinion leaders
communicated has been changed over time, from radio in the early
20th century, television in the second half of the century, and internet

forums and various social media since the 2000s. In other words, how
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opinion leaders communicate and how the public recognize and
evaluate them have shifted along with the development of new media.

Then, who are the opinion leaders active nowadays in Korea,
which i1s known as a world information communication technology
(ICT) leader? Whom do citizens recognize as opinion leaders, and
what are the factors that determine the public evaluation of the
extent to which an opinion leader is persuasive? This study focuses
on opinion leaders primarily using various online media platforms and
digital devices in Korea. The aim of this study is to explore different
types of opinion leaders and to identify the types of persuasive
rhetoric positively evaluated by the public.

Specifically, this study delves into the factors explaining the
citizen recognition and evaluation of opinion leaders. To identify
opinion leaders as of 2019, I compiled a list of opinion leaders, first,
by using a publicly available source such as <Yonhap News People
Dictionary> and <DAUM Encyclopedia>. A total of 2,455 opinion
leader figures were selected primarily to create a sample of opinion
leaders to be used in this research. The characters were classified
into three types: @O Traditional elite found in <Yonhap News People
Dictionary>, @  Media celebrity found through <DAUM
Encyclopedia> and <Wikipedia Encyclopedia>, 3 media-active leaders
if one belongs to both sources. Then, I examined the characteristics
of each type of opinion leaders by categorizing them based on their
media activities.

Here, the traditional elites refer to those who received an elite
education and achieved high social achievements in Korean society.
Media celebrities have gained a popular reputation in various fields of
popular culture and sports, and in recent years, Internet platforms.

Lastly, those who have the characteristics of both types of opinion
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leaders are the media active leaders. I examined the characteristics of
each listed opinion leaders and compared those across the three types.
Next, I conducted a public opinion survey using a stratified sampling
method based on gender, type of opinion leader, educational
background, and occupational characteristics.

The survey revealed that the most critical factor for people to
perceive someone as opinion leaders is the “ethos” of a communicator.
Also, the persuasiveness evaluation of an opinion leader's message is
determined by their “communication ability.” However, the impacts of
the factors determining the public recognition and evaluation varied
across the three types of opinion leaders.

The emergence and growth of a new form of the media require
opinion leaders to be adept at it. The form of communication between
opinion leaders and the mass public would be changed accordingly.
Therefore, to identify the opinion leaders existing in contemporary
society, it is essential to investigate how opinion leader attributes and
persuasiveness have changed over time, considering the primary form

of mass communication in different periods.

keywords: opinion leader, persuasiveness, personal influence, two-step
flow  communication, traditional elite, celebrity, media—active
leadership, communication ability,
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