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B Abstract

Representation of Seoul in Urban Novels in the 1970s
- With a Focus on the Novels by Jo Seon-jak, Jo
Hae-il, and Choi In-ho

Lee, Hyejeong

Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper aimed to analyze how Jo Seon-jak, Jo Hae-il, and
Choi In-ho established their literary identities by signifying
Seoul’s place experience, rather than resorting to abstract,
urban spaces. The three novelists resided in Seoul as insiders
and outsiders and identified with Seoul not through ideology,
but as a concrete place for living and depicted the city and its
people in their works. By focusing on the background of the
novels written by the three writers, this paper took an urban
humanities approach to show that Seoul did not only function
as a background but also served as an existential basis in the
novels.

This study posited that various entities that have been

excluded from meta-discourses could be represented by taking
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a space- and-place-centered perspective rather than a historic
(chronological) point of view. Drawing from Yi-Fu Tuan's
theory, this paper examined the difference between space and
place and the value of a place. This paper further adopted the
argument that placeness does not exist as a fixed substance
but is a social device created through discourse and practices
as a reference point to analyze the placeness in the works of
Jo Seon-jak, Jo Hae-il, and Choi In-ho. This study wused
Edward Relph’s notion of the identity of the place as an
analytical framework. The identity of a place consists of
unique characteristics of a particular place, which are created
through the interactions between a place and people who act
as agents of the place experience. The identity of a place is
formed through interactions between people and a place, and
the aim of this paper was to analyze how the place experience
of Seoul was signified in the novels by the three writers.

In Chapter 2, this paper examined the writers’ experience of
becoming outsiders of main literary circles, their lives in
Seoul, and the places in Seoul that appear in the novels,
before analyzing the writers’ works. Although the three writers
seemed to follow the ideologies of the literary circles at the
beginning of their careers, they found success in commercial
films only to lose the attention and praise from the literary
circles. Faced with the dilemma of choosing either the literary

circles or the popular readers, the three writers chose the

- 189 -



latter, which reflected their intention to pursue literature as a
way to communicate and empathize with the readers. This was
possible because the writers portrayed Seoul not as an
ideology or abstraction but as a specific place for living. The
records left by the writers and the testimonies from other
writers attest to the fact that the writers portrayed Seoul
based on the actual places that appear in their works and
their experience in Seoul.

In Chapter 3, this paper examined how Jo Seon-jak became
an insider of Seoul and how he fictionalized his place
experience in Seoul. Jo Seon-jak's main focus was to portray
the lives of young people who moved to Seoul. He described
how it was nearly impossible for them to settle and move up
the social ranks in Seoul without any connections. This paper
showed how Jo Seon-jak aimed to form emotional solidarity by
stepping away from the national and people’s ideologies and
turning to the urban outsiders.

In Chapter 4, this paper analyzed the significance and
effectiveness of the place experience of the middle-class and
the lower-class in Jo Hae-il's novels. Jo Hae-il's novels begin
with the cultural consumption of middle-class protagonists
who live in apartments who later see the shack shanties
scattered at the peripheries of Seoul. This paper found that Jo
Hae-il used his depiction of the residential and cultural

lifestyle of young middle-class protagonists, only to have them
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experience the outskirts of Seoul, as a narrative strategy to
portray the social reality and evoke the moral sentiment of
shame.

Chapter 5 pointed out that Choi In-ho, an insider of Seoul,
did not focus on the loss of his hometown but wrote about
the loss of home through urban development. In his novels,
the protagonists live the ordinary wurban life and face
existential issues in relationships with other people. The
urbanites who lost their homes, their true places, seek
romantic love or aim to restore their close relationships with
their neighbors. The urbanites who lost their true places in
Seoul search for new placeness by taking an interest in other
people.

As the nationalist urban development projects were realized,
and the urban center and peripheries began to be segmented
in the 1970s, survival was no longer the key issue for life in
Seoul. Instead, the gaps in the quality and styles of life
widened. The issue was no longer to survive in a city that
differed dramatically from one’s hometown. Instead, Seoulites
faced the division and placement of the city in Seoul. For the
three writers, Seoul was a representation of specific place
experiences through which they attempted to present the
possibility of “Seoul literature” that distinguished itself from
“urban literature.” By examining the lineage of Seoul

literature, this paper found literary-historical implications of
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the Seoul literature, which began from Hanyang and

Gyeongseong and still lives through even to this day.

keywords : space, place, place identity, place experience, Seoul

Literature, everyday life, city, urban development
Student Number : 2008-30743
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