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(Abstract)

The Aspects and Significance of Suk-Jae Yoon Haeng-im’s Usage
of the "I Ghingy for the Interpretation of the Confucian Classics

and Histories in "Shinho-Essayy *

Nam, Yoon-deok **

The I Ching is a central book that Yoon Haeng-im preferred to use, which can show
his perspective on the study of Confucian Classics. In his essay Shinho-supil, with the /
Ching, Yoon Haeng-im attempted to interpret a variety of Confucian Classics and
histories (gyeongsa), such as the Analects, the Mencius, the Great Learning, the Doctrine
of the Mean, the Shangshu, the Mao Odes, the Lesser Learning, the Book of Rites, the
Zuo zhuan, the Summary of the Nineteen Histories, the Tongjuan waiji, the Shiwu
yaoyi, and the Jingchuan tongyi. Yoon Haeng-im had his own method of interpreting
these Confucian Classics and classical Chinese histories with the / Ching. On the one
hand, while interpreting the Confucian Classics, Yoon Haeng-im selected phrases that he
believed were needed to be explained in detail, and matched them with the
corresponding passages in the / Ching. On the other hand, Yoon Haeng-im used
excerpted passages from the I Ching to help to better understand classical Chinese
histories such as the Summary of the Nineteen Histories. Furthermore, with the I Ching,
he raised his doubts about some specific passages from these history books and argued
whether or not these passages were written based on historical facts. The early
interpretation of the Confucian Classics and classical Chinese histories was confirmed at
King Jeongjo’s lecture on gyeongsa, called gyeongsa-gangui. In this lecture, there were a

series of questions posed by the king about the Confucian Classics and histories, which

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and
the National Research Foundation of Korea(NRF-2019S1A5B5A07092972).

*% Instructor, Department of Korean Literature in Classical Chinese, Pusan National
University.
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were answered by his civil servants. The king and his civil servants believed that the /
Ching was an essential precondition for the interpretation of gyeongsa. Yoon Haeng-im
appears to have further developed this method of interpretation, resulting in him using
his own methods to explain almost all of the Confucian Classics and histories in detail.
This can be considered as an important criterion for understanding the characteristics of
Yoon Haeng-im’s interpretation of gyeongsa. To conclude, in the history of the study of
Confucian Classics, Yoon Haeng-im’s usage of the / Ching seems to have represented a
paradigm of methods in interpreting the Confucian Classics and classical Chinese

histories during the era of King Jeongjo.

Key Words : King Jeongjo’s lecture on the Confucian Classics and histories, the /7
Ching that was a precondition for the interpretation of the Confucian
Classics and histories, the Shangshu, the Book of Documents, the Mao
Odes, the Classic of Poetry, the Summary of the Nineteen Histories



