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<Abstract>

The Reality of Mt. Sangdu Sanmegi:

From the Viewpoint of Religious Syncretism

Kim, Jaec Woo (Seoul National University)
Kim, In Woo (Seoul National University)

This paper examines the reality of Sanmegi, a spring rite in which people
honor the deities on Mt. Sangdu, based on interviews and participant observation. In
particular, it analyzes the form and practice of Sanmegi by using the concept of
syncretism. Despite its negative connotation of harming the supposed purity of a
religion, this paper tries to break away from this negative perception by
understanding syncretism as something naturally occurring in religious phenomena.

Sanmegi is a religious folk rite in which family deities, broadly considered to
be ancestors, are enshrined in the spring and prayed for while doing Hwajeon nori
(communal gatherings in the spring time, where pancakes or cakes are decorated with
petals). In addition to the close ancestors of the third and fourth generation, gods
broadly considered to be ancestors include San and Gunung.

Sanmegi can be understood from a typological perspective by comparing the
“Models of Syncretism:” A “historical approach” on the one hand, which takes
account of change over time; and an “agent approach” on the other, taking the
perspective of “agents,” especially religious devotees who cause syncretism. In terms
of typology, high syncretism is prominent, and gradual syncretism and intentional
syncretism are simultaneously observed. Additionally, according to this paper’s newly

suggested classification, a positive-cognitive syncretism is observed. The historical



process is divided into three periods showing the progress of the diverse syncretic
processes. Lastly, from the agent’s perspective, the hermeneutic appropriation of the
people who lead the syncretism is remarkable.

In conclusion, we tried to clarify the purpose and deity of Sanmegi, which has
not been well studied in the past, and tried to theorize it from the perspective of
religious syncretism. We look forward to more future case studies and elaboration of

syncretism.

Key words: Sanmegi, Mt. Sangdu, syncretism, ancestor, San, Gunwoong



