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<Abstract>

Historical Understanding of the Internal and External Conflicts

of Soka Gakkai in Korea
- Focusing on The Concept of Jeolbok (#Tk)

Lee, Won-Sub (Seoul National Univ.)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the history of the conflicts faced by
Soka Gakkai in Korea by focusing on missionary activities. Also, through an analysis
of the changing meaning of jeolbok (#71X), the paper aims to ascertain how methods
of propagation are influenced by context and changed in history. The ecarly flow of
Soka Gakkai's propagation to Korea differs from that in Japan. Early missions to
Korea were mainly conducted by Japanese Koreans. Believers who embraced the
magical faith of healing and blessing attempted to solve problems in their lives
through Soka Gakkai's religious practices. Different from the case of Japan, however,
there were no attempts to destroy such local communal practices. In addition,
adherents were not interested in imperial praise or political activities, but due to the
image of an ‘anti-ethnic organization’ created by the state and the media, even
relatively open propagation of Soka Gakkai in Korea was difficult. Later, Soka
Gakkai became separated from the Nichiren Shoshu (H3#1E5%) due to conflict, and
Soka Gakkai's identity was newly established with the doctrine of “no distinction
between master and disciple” (HliZ/~—2). Soka Gakkai in Korea also followed this
position. Soka Gakkai defined the Nichiren Shoshu as an object of aggressive
jeolbok, i.e. a deviant tradition to be overcome, but in practice displayed an attitude

of tolerance toward the spreading of all Buddhist virtues. With this attitude, the Soka
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Gakkai in Korea has been operating under the name 'Korea SGI' since 2000,
gradually escaping the image of the “Japanese tainted religion” (&%) and
continuing to expand its social influence. However, it is striving to mitigate the
negative conceptions of “political organization” and “pseudo-religion” that remain, and
it is continuing its practice of spreading its virtues through peace, culture, and

educational activities.

Key words: Soka Gakkai, jeolbok (47fX), propagation, Koreans in Japan, Japanese
tainted religion (f&(A%%%), Nichiren Shoshu (H3i#1FF>%), Korea SGI, no
distinction between master and disciple (fiZ5A45)



