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Abstract

Analysis of Media Discourse on Fairness of Education”

Lee, Hae-Joung™

The purpose of this study is to clarify the meaning and limitations of educational fairness by
critically analyzing media discourse on educational fairness. For this purpose, using the critical
discourse analysis method of Fairclosure, we analyzed the media reports on “Sookmyung Girls'
High School Situation” which caused a discussion of the fairness of the test procedure. As a result
of analysis, the following facts were found. First, the text analysis shows that related articles
repeatedly use vocabulary such as 'suspect’, 'confirmation’ and 'discovery' as a tone of rapid
breathing. This is related to the tendency to expand the situation not to the problem of the school
but to the problem of the whole university entrance system. Second, as a result of discursive
practice analysis, although conservative media and progressive media were confrontational about
the university entrance system, the dominant discourse was critical of the early admission. Third,
as a result of analysis of social practice, the media discourse emphasizes the need for measures
to strengthen the fairness of test procedures to prevent such situations.

Procedural and formal fairness—centered discourses on fairness will force schools to focus on
ensuring procedural fairness through the objectivity and neutrality of test procedures, and the
consequences of fair competition will be held accountable by individuals. And educational
inequalities affecting educational outcomes are not overcome by the pursuit of procedural fairness.
Thus, the discourse of fairness of education should be extended to the discussion of the factors

that make educational outcomes inequality beyond neutrality and objectivity in procedure.

Key words: Educational fairness, Fairness of the university admission system, Education

inequality, Critical discourse analysis

* This paper is a modification of a part of the research report, Gyeonggi Institute of Education's report,
Light and Shadow of Education ‘Fairness’: Discourse Analysis on ‘Sookmyung Girls High School
Situation’(2019) 4 .
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