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Abstract

The Compilation of Yeogeoyuhae  ZEZEXEMHy and an Official

Interpreter Kim Jinam&$5Fg

Kim, Hara

The co-author of Yeogeoyuhae 3%7EXEM is known as three Chinese interpreters of
Joseonigfjftf, Shin Yihaeng, Kim Kyeongjun and Kim Jinam. I reviewed this book and the
literature around it and found that Kim Jinam is the most important co-author, perhaps the
main author. In 1682, Min Jeongjung, the high officials of Sayeogwonw®]z%5, the national
interpreter training center, hired two Chinese who had drifted to Joseon to teach young
interpreters’ conversational skills. At the same time Min instructed the three interpreters to
compile a Yeogeoyuhae, a Chinese lexicon. At the age of 29, Kim Jinam was a young
interpreter who learned Chinese at the time, and was the only young man to compile the
book. In the year of the task of Yeogeoyuhae, Kim Jinam went on a trip to Japan. He
steadily and diligently wrote a diary Dongsaillok” 5i#% F4%s while serving as a Chinese
interpreter following the government mission’s visit to Japan. In this diary, he expressed
his insights and expertise as a linguist enough to compile Yeogeoyuhae. Interestingly, he
met a Japanese who knew Chinese and analyzed his pronunciation, and as a result he
deduced that the person who taught the Japanese was from Southern China. Although he
did not leave a name in Yeogeoyuhae and was not rewarded for many other merits, he
worked faithfully in his life as an interpreter belonging to the country, and his sons and
grandchildren continued to work in the same profession. His son Kim Kyeongmun4:BE,
helped his father to edit Tongmunkwanji™3@B-4F7Es the manual of Sayeogwon and write a
preface. His grandson Kim Hongcheol4:7L %L compiled the sequel of Yeogeoyuhae™ 3E7E%
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f%4#s and made it clear that his grandfather had actually compiled the book, a century
after its publishing.

Key words : Yeogeoyuhae 3220/, the sequel of Yeogeoyuhae' 3B kafi4a, Kim
Jinam&45r, Kim Kyeongmun4:EfY, Kim Hongcheol4:5LEL, official

interpretersz= g



