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Abstract

The Correlation Between
Policy Changes and Media Perspectives

- Focusing on marriage immigrant women policy and media reports -

Kilju Bae

Public Administration Major

Dept. of Public Administration

The Graduate School of Public Administration
Seoul National University

Policies of a government influence the mainstream life not to mention
the minority or the underprivileged in a society by colossal amount.
In other words, policies and institution are not only the core
principles embodying politics, but also practical tools reflecting the

philosophy and values of politicians.

As a matter of fact, there is no doubt that the government and the
media would play a pivotal role in leading the discourse on social
issues. In this regard, this paper attempts to examine the correlation
between the government and the media as a main engine with the

most prevalent power on social controversies and challenges.

In order to scrutinize the implications for the importance of the
policies and media and their interaction, the policies for marriage
immigrant women and the relevant media coverage topics were

reviewed and analyzed in more details by period.
To sum up, the implications of this study would be as follows;

First, policies pertaining to the marriage immigrant women seem to be
more sensitively affected by changes in the characteristics of the

policy targets and the socio-economic environment and by the public

'3 e 77 ]
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opinion of the mainstream society in Korea, rather than the need for

social consensus.

Second, the media is likely to produce articles on the marriage
immigrant women in compliance with the expectation and demands of
the public regardless of the relevant policy change, and there seems
to be a tendency to replicate and even exaggerate certain fixed

stereotypes about them without any sifting.

Third, as for the correlation between the policy changes and media
perspectives, media would be able to liaise between the gov’t and the
public and to facilitate the promotion of and the people’s capability to
understand the gov’t policies implemented. However, the diverse
functions of media as described above could be affected by the

disposition and intention per se and the subjects they deal with.

Consequently, this paper poses that eliminating discrimination and
prejudice against the socially underprivileged or minority groups
should be a fundamental aim for social integration rather than
increasing financial supports and social benefits for them. To achieve
this objective, it would be quite crucial to review critically in
accordance with the leverage and gravity on the society the policies

and media exert.

Keywords: Policy, Media, Marriage Immigrant Women, Multi-Cultural Society

Student Number: 2019-21248
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