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1) Harry A. Rhodes, The Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration of the Korea Mission of the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (Seoul: Chosen, Post Chapel, John D. Wells School,
1934), 77. 221 FRA 0 505391 193430] & Fol|A, 7] DA} F A<&o)
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A ol gl <E>,, TRk A Aty 5241 (2021): 203-34; B, MUl
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6) “Biography of Annie Laurie Adams Baird by William M. Baird, 1928” in Annie Laurie
Adams Baird Papers, 2. (Pearl Digital Collections, Presbyterian Historical Society)
https://digital. history.pcusa.org/islandora/object/islandora: 113212
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Abstract

The Religions of the Other Represented in the Novels
of Annie L. A. Baird

Bhang, Won-il (Soongsil Univ.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the portrayal of Korean religion in the missionary
novels written by Annie Laurie Adams Baird (Ahn Ae-ri, 1864-1916), an early Protestant
missionary in Korea. Her novels, published in the 1890s and 1900s, contain detailed
descriptions of women's religious life in the Joseon dynasty. Unlike other missionaries,
she wrote “Korean novels” with her excellent Korean language skills. Since she also
wrote a novel on Korea in English, we can compare her Korean and English works.
Annie Baird represented Korean religion negatively in her novels. In The Story of Old
Chang, Korean religions provided excuses for villagers to reject the Gospel. In The
Story of Sait Pyul, Shamanism appears as a strong competitor to Christianity. In The
Story of Ko Young-gyu, Shamanism was a main religious means for Joseon women’s
troublesome life before the introduction of Christianity. The English novel Daybreak
in Korea, published in New York in 1909, contains more demonized and exotic images
of Korean religions. They were devices in the novels to arouse interest in Korea from
American readers. However, since Annie Baird's novels are based on Korean realities,
they have value as a source of information about the religious life of the time. Based
on her experience of working closely with Korean women, she provides detailed

descriptions of their religious practices.
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