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for God in Contemporary Philosophy (New York: Fordham University Press, 2014); D.
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Goodness, and Truth (Eugene: Cascade Books, 2018); John D. Caputo, Hoping Against
Hope: Confessions of a Postmodern Pilgrim (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2015). ©] AA7&-2
ETA o R IAEWHUSS 28k Falsk A8} dg-5o]a, o|Hul= o 94
 GHR TAERY T Algks Fehs dyte o Bk

2) A ATBAPHA 49 FAERA APES @ ghEsh A7 Zlow Azl AN WieA
ZAF ae|akuet IAERTYS] g4 GHAdS A caeakllEe
FEAERWTIYE|Se] AP S 3] Tolof sl e iteel A7 o9)e] vhE whilat
E0] A1e] Az} RS 178 3HA] FA] ZoloF Fht” Kevin J. Vanhoozer, “Pilgrim’s
Digress: Christian Thinking on and about the Post/Modern Way,” in Christianity and the
Postmodern Turn: Six Views, ed/ Myron B. Penner (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2005;
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8) Jean-Frangois Lyotard, La condition postmoderne (Paris: Les éditions de minuit, 1979),
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9) Merold Westphal, “Postmodernism and Religious Reflection,” International Journal for
Philosophy of Religion 38:1 (December 1995), 127.
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Indiana University Press, 2004), 215.
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17) Westphal, Transcendence and Self-Transcendence, 216.
18) Westphal, Overcoming Onto-theology, 103.

19) B. Keith Putt, “The Benefit of the Doubt: Merold Westphal’s Prophetic Philosophy of
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Abstract

What can Orthodox Christianity Leam from

Postmodemism?

: Merold Westphal’s Hermeneutics of Finitude and His Own Appropriation
of Postmodemism to Religion

Kim, Dongkyu (Sogang Univ.)

This paper investigates Merold Westphal’s understanding of postmodernism, as well as
how he appropriates it to religion, especially Christianity. In this study, I will: (1)
explore Westphal’s understanding and interpretation of postmodernism; (2) investigate
Westphal’s hermeneutics of finitude as a framework for appropriating postmodernism;
and (3) critically consider how Westphal appropriates postmodernism to Christianity by
introducing John D. Caputo’s criticism of Westphal’s understanding of postmodernism.
In doing so, I will examine the meanings and limits of Westphal’s thought. Ultimately,
this study will provide a deeper understanding of Westphal himself as an important
figure in the philosophy of religion in our time. This will enable a clearer reflection
on the advantages and insights that religious believers and communities can gain when

applying postmodernism to their religious faith and understanding.

Key Words: Finitude, Postmodernism, Hermeneutic, Christianity, Westphal, Caputo



