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Abstract

Lee Tai—young’s Thought Changes
in the 1950s-1980s Family Law

Reform Movement

Hinako Takahashi

Korean Studies Major

Department of International Studies

The Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

In contemporary society, feminism has emerged as a major ideol
ogy concerning women's identity, and many movements and controversie
s have been developed for the improvement of women's social status and

the realization of gender equality. In this process, the ideology of key ac
tivists has been treated as an important theme that can serve as a guideli
ne to lead the movement. Historically, these ideas have been adapted an
d continuously changed to suit the social conditions of each era.

This analysis is based on the question of what kind of femini
st ideology Lee Tai—-young, a major activist of feminism in early Kor
ea and a leader of the Korean Family Law Reform Movement, had an

d how her ideology changed. This analysis assumes that Lee Tai—-you
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ng underwent changes in her conception of gender equality while con
tinuing to grow ideologically in line with the process of the movemen
t and changes in social conditions. Based on this assumption, I analyz
ed the process of her ideological transition. Based on the results of t
his analysis of her ideological transition, I will examine the process o
f the Family Law Movement of each era and its historical background,
and evaluate and discuss Lee Tai—young's position in the process of
the movement at that time.

Lee Tai-young experienced a growth and development in the

aspect of gender equality ideology that was particularly significant b
etween the 1950s and 1970s when the movement to revise the Famil
y Law began in earnest. And from the 1980s onward, she expressed

her feminist ideology through family ideology and family theory essa

ys in a way that developed her gender equality ideology. Although he
r method of expressing her ideas has undergone a major shift, her c
ore ideas have remained unchanged from the 1950s to the 1970s.

In the family law reform movement and the women's moveme
nt that developed over a long period from the 1950s to the 1980s, th
e ideological transition process that appears in Lee Tai—young's logic

can be divided into three major stages.

In the first stage, Lee Tai—young maintained the liberal femini
st stance and pursued institutional equality for both men and women
as the basic goal of the family law reform movement from the 1950s

to the 1960s, but she prioritized issues concerning women over 1ssu
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es concerning men and showed instability in her logical and ideologic
al bias. In this paper, 1 define Lee Tae-yong's feminist logical though
t during this period as the "introductory pattern" before liberal femini
sm was fully established.

During the second stage, around the 1970s, Lee Tai-young st
rengthened the idea that human rights issues of both men and wome
n should be given equal attention and resolved, and took a position in

favor of developing the women's movement through cooperative acti

ons between men and women in the movement process. Such a chan
ge can be seen as the establishment of liberal feminist thought and it
s growing development after the instability of the introductory phase
in the first stage.

In the third stage, from the 1980s onward, as the movement t
o revise the Family Law spread and young activists presented new t
hemes, Lee Tai-young also shifted from simply advocating equality b
etween men and women to advocating ideas through family theory th
emes such as the family couple. When examining her family ideology

by the theory of marital relations, it is analyzed as falling under "Th
e Syncratic Pattern", in which decisions and actions are made jointly
by the husband and wife, in that it emphasizes jointness through suffi
cient discussion and agreement between them. When examining this a
s a feminist ideology, it can be assumed that Lee Tai-young's ideolo
gy was still based on liberal feminist ideology that aimed at the equal

and joint exercise of rights and participation of men and women, tak
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ing into account the position that emphasized the importance of com
munality between husband and wife.

Furthermore, if we contrast and evaluate Lee Tai-young's ide
ological changes in each period and the process of the Family Law R
eform Movement, we can divide her position in the movement into th
ree major stages.

Looking at the first stage of the movement from the 1950s to

the 1960s, it can be analyzed that Lee Tai-young's ideology was hi

ghly advanced and influential, although it was lacking in certain aspec
ts and unstable, in a situation where the scale of the movement to re
vise the Family Code itself was very small and the construction of id
eology was weak.

In the second stage, when examined together with the movem
ent process around the 1970s, Lee Tai-young's ideological changes t
hat strengthened her liberal feminist views during this period are hig
hly consistent with her tendency to promote gender solidarity in the
process of the Family Law Reform Movement of the same period. At

that time, her position and influence as the vice president of the Fa

mily Law Reform Movement increased both internally and externally,
and it is possible that her ideological change influenced the movemen
t both internally and externally, and became the policy basis of the
movement process itself.

In the third stage, the 1980s, Lee Tai-young continued to mai

ntain her liberal feminist ideology and flexibly adapted to the changin
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g editorial trends in the women's world at the time. However, while t
he new generation of activists raised themes that went beyond the tr
aditional concepts of "marriage" and "family," Lee Tai-young continue
d to use "family" as her main theme, expressing the idea that people
and the concepts of "marriage" and "family" were definitely connecte
d. This shows a different feature from the first and second stages w
here Lee Tai—young's logical thought and the movement's objectives
or policies showed a certain consistency. However, it must be taken
into consideration that the 1980s was the period when Lee Tai—youn
g reduced her activities in preparation for her retirement in the 1990
s, her reference materials were limited, and there was a turnover in
the number of activists participating in the women's movement, includ

ing the movement for the revision of the Family Law.

Keywords : Lee Tai-young Feminism Feminist Family Law Reform
Movement
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