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ABSTRACT 

 

 Critical Assessment of Farmer-Herder Conflicts:  

(Effects and Implications on Southern Kaduna  

Communities in Nigeria)  

 

 

Kalu Adiele Nduka 

International Cooperation 

Graduate School of International Studies 

Seoul National University 

 

The focus of the study is to investigate the fundamental causes of Farmer-Herder 

conflicts, its unique nature and escalation in southern Kaduna. The study utilized 

qualitative method of one-on-one in-depth interview and focus group discussion 

with (15) fifteen carefully selected participants in (30 three L.G.A as its primary 

data source, other relevant and useful data were collected from secondary sources 

such as the Punch News Paper reporting, Channels TV recorded video clips, 
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World Watch Research (WWR), Amnesty international, and Kaduna Ministry of 

Internal Security and home Affairs (KMISA). 

The study found out that ethnic divides, unresolved conflicts in the past and 

inequality between the two groups are some of the prevalent factors that escalated 

the conflict. However, Realistic conflict theory and social identity theory was 

chosen as a theoretical foundation to analyze the conflict. The study therefore 

recommended as fellows; that Kaduna state government; should make effort to 

implement the recommendations provided in the white paper of the Zango Kataf 

1992 crisis to address the issues of land, sensitize and enlighten the two groups 

on the negative impact of the conflict, employ geospatial and satellite technology to 

track herder movements and be preemptive in ensuring herders do not graze their cattle 

in farms resulting in economic losses to farmers. It should also set up negotiation 

forums that will represent both members of the two groups and run a system that 

respect and tolerate cultural diversity and an all-inclusive governance. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

1.1. Introduction  

Pastoralists have interacted with sedentary farmers for millennia, 

with established trade and symbiotic production practices such as 

grazing of livestock on farmers' fields before planting seasons. 

However, both population growth and increasing commodity 

production have led to the expansion of agriculture on formerly 

shared grazing lands and have increased tension and conflicts 

between these groups in many parts of the world (Fratkin 

1997,246). 

Elliot Franklin’s observation punctuates and gives affirmation to the current 

tensions and subsisting conflict between herders and farmers in Nigeria. Over the past 

few years, pastoral conflict between sedentary farmers and herders have gotten across 

the board and progressively risen to a fierce measurement posing a significant threat to 

National security and food security, particularly in the North central and middle-belt of 

Nigeria (Amusan et al., 2017; Mohammed & Baba, 2018; F. C. Okoli & Addo, 2018). 

Thousand have been killed and properties worth millions of Naira destroyed especially 

since its escalation in 2018 and the risk of further violence of the escalation is very 

significant (Chris and Kate, 2020) 
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Typically, cooperation between farmers and herders should lead to agricultural 

and economic development in a country but have proven otherwise in Nigeria’s case as 

a result of reoccurring deadly clashes between these two groups who have long struggled 

to co-exist in peace and harmony over access to land and water resources (Amusan et al., 

2017).  

Between 2014 and 2018, when the conflict got to its peak, several dozens of communities 

were impacted, with thousands of people being displaced, killed, and their properties 

worth millions of Naira destroyed in a saturnalia of killings and destruction that is not 

only affecting livelihoods but also threatening national coherence and Agricultural 

development in the country. In 2016, the death toll was reported to have risen to 2500 

(ICG, 2017), while a total number of 1,105  death were recorded just in January 2018 

following its escalation. Benue state (located in the North Central region of Nigeria) and 

labeled "The food basket of the nation" recorded the highest number of killings in the 

region with about 378 fatalities, closely followed by Plateau state, another pivotal food-

producing state with 340 victims. At intervals, farming communities in Nigeria witness 

reprisal attacks, control of villages, and other strategic forms of attacks that make 

possibilities of peaceful resolution even more difficult, which was not the case in the 

past when conflicts between these two groups were often resolved amicably without any 

intense and long-lasting clashes (SBM Intelligence, 2018). The crisis has spread to 

Kaduna state in recent times, stoking ethnoreligious issues between the two groups who 

have struggled to coexist in the past few decades. 
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It is essential to understand the term “Fulani-herders/tribes,” and the region tagged the 

Middle-Belt or North Central Region in Nigeria in order to have a clear understanding 

of the differences between the herders and farmer communities in Nigeria.   

Fulani-Herders 

The Herders in Nigeria are predominantly Northerners commonly referred to as 

Hausa-Fulani, and they constitute about 33.7% of Nigeria’s population, 

according to the CIA World Factbook, the Fulani’s are mostly shepherds and 

nomadic cattle herders; they speak the Hausa language and are majorly 

Muslims. The Fulani herders are found in different parts of Northern Nigeria. 

Their native language is the Fula language; they are known to value and 

prioritize their cattle more than any other thing. Sometimes, they go out of 

their way invading farmlands to feed their herds, which results in conflict with 

farmers from their host communities. (Olagbaju & Awosusi, 2019)  

Middle-Belt Region 

The Middle belt region is geographically located between Northern and Southern 

Nigeria and is sometimes referred to as North-Central Nigeria. This region has a high 

degree of ethnolinguistic diversity and is predominantly of Christian faith. The states 

that constitute the Middle belt region include Taraba, Kaduna, Benue, Nasarawa, and 

Plateau. The majority of these states have been at one point or another been impacted by 

farmer-herder conflicts. 
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  It is pertinent to make known the slogans of these industrious states that have been 

impacted by the conflict; Taraba State (Nature's Gift to the Nation), Benue State (Food 

Basket of the Nation), and Plateau State (Home of Peace and Tourism), Nasarawa 

(Home of Solid Mineral). 

1.2. Historical Background 

The history of the Fulani people in Nigeria can be traced back to the 13th and 

14th centuries when they migrated from the Senegambia region to Northern Nigeria. 

After the Uthman Dan Fodio jihad, the Fulanis integrated into the Hausa ethnic group of 

Northern Nigeria (Smith, 1959). Also, Nigerian borders, especially in the Northern 

region, were highly porous during the British colonial rule leading to the influx and 

migration of the Fulani herders from neighboring countries like Senegal and Niger 

republic into the northern parts of the country in search of pastoral resources. They 

quickly integrated into the Hausa culture and established a symbiotic and friendly 

relationship with the farmer community members to share agricultural resources such as 

land and water as they settled (Li, 2018).  

Research evidenced that during this period of Agriculture in Nigeria, farmers and herders 

harmoniously coexisted and lived in peace; farmers relied on herder’s cattle for the 

fertilization of their farmlands, which was equally regarded as an exchange for grazing 

rights ((Ndubuisi, 2018; Tanimu & Akujuru, 2018), resolutions were quickly reached 

whenever conflict arises. As time went on, strong social networks between the Fulani 
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herders and local cattle dealers, politicians, and landowners were established (Bukari, 

Sow, and Scheffran, 2018).  

However, at this early stage, grazing routes were not protected for the Fulani 

herders; thus, farmers and herders began to have conflicts over land encroachment. 

Sequel to this, the northern regional government in 1965 initiated the first attempt to 

tackle the conflict in the country by creating a reserve system in which large portion of 

lands were solely apportioned to herders as grazing reserves for the rearing of their cattle. 

417 grazing reserves were established in the north, which provided space, water, and 

vaccination for livestock and the herders paid taxes in return. Nonetheless, the 

government's failure to competently support this reserve system and natural factors such 

as population growth and affiliated repercussions like urbanization and migration, 

encroachment on these designated land reduced the herder’s chances to access the land. 

Also, the discovery of oil during the 1970s and 1980s made the government to 

completely neglect the agricultural sector in which the grazing reserve system was part 

of, thus further led to the deterioration of the conditions of the herders. Herders had to 

resort back to their traditional nomadism and seasonal grazing routes to fend for their 

livestock, which led to clashes between herders and host communities.  

It is important to note that during this period, clashes between these two groups 

(farmers and herders) was as a result of the increased need for scarce resources ((Adisa, 

2012; Egbuta, 2018; Group, 2017a; Opatoyinbo et al., 2015). Due to deforestation, 

urbanization, population growth, and demand for agricultural produce, agricultural 
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resources became very scarce. In addition to this, rivers in the northern parts of Nigeria 

where the Fulanis predominantly settled when they arrived were drying as a result of 

climate change; so in order to sustain their cattle, they began to migrate towards the 

middle-belt where the majority of the indigenes are farmers who share different 

ideologies, languages, cultures, and religion with them.  

The clashes between the two parties were relatively controlled during 1985 - 

1998 probably because Nigeria was under military governance. However, the intensity 

of the conflict increased since Nigeria became a democratic state in 1999 and has 

progressively risen to its peak today (Mohammed & Baba, 2018) thus constituting one 

of the significant threats to the Country’s national security and development (Amusan et 

al., 2017). It vaporized in 2015 when President Muhammadu Buhari, after a democratic 

general election, became Nigeria’s President. The Fulanis felt empowered that their 

kinsmen had come into power. Hence, killings by the Fulani Herdsmen Militia groups 

began to increase in hundreds; this led people to believe that President Buhari is 

sponsoring the herders since he is also from the Fulani tribe and have failed to openly 

criticize or prosecute the Fulani Herdsmen Militia responsible for these killings. Nigeria 

saw its highest escalation in January 2018 as copious violent clashes claimed about 1300 

lives and displaced more than 300,000 people just in the first half of the year. The clashes 

are becoming even more dangerous than the Boko Haram insurgency (ICG, 2018), one 

of the world’s most deadliest terrorist groups (GTI, 2014) as it has evolved from a 

spontaneous reaction to provocations and now to deadlier planned attacks (Group, 
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2017a). What is quite challenging to understand is how these conflicts that used to be 

spontaneous and relatively easy to resolve in the past all of a sudden became frequent, 

deadlier, and difficult to resolve today.  

States like Benue, Plateau, and Nassarawa state in the Middle-Belt were the most 

affected states up until march 2020 when their community members mounted pressure 

on their government through mass protests and media publicity, which led  these South-

Western states to come up with the idea of forming a state security outfit called 

Amotekun to tackle and restrain the Fulani herdsmen from attacking (Business Day, 

2020).   

In recent time, this intense violence have moved from these volatile states to 

Southern Kaduna and other parts of the Northern states such as Zamfara, Katstina etc. 

that were unable to form a security outfit. The pattern and nature of the attacks have also 

changed; it has involved banditry, kidnapping, cattle theft, and reprisal attacks, linking 

ethno-religious tensions in Kaduna (Group, 2017a; Intelligence, 2017). Thus it is the 

unique nature of this conflict in Southern Kaduna that this study aims to interrogate and 

focus on.   

There are delicate signs which indicate the conflict could quickly deteriorate into 

widespread violence and a possible civil war in Nigeria. (Terwase and Tersoo, 2019). 

Observers, both local and international, are already warning that this intense crisis 

between farmers and herders are heading in the direction of a civil war. In July 2018, an 
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International Newspaper “The Telegraph” reviewed this in their publication titled “The 

Bloody Cattle Conflict pushing Nigeria to the Edge of Civil War,” written by their 

African correspondent Adrian Blomfield. Another investigation by the International 

Crisis Group also noted that the farmer-herder conflict has become Nigeria’s gravest 

security challenge, now claiming far more lives-(six times) than the Boko Haram 

insurgency. The subsisting conflict displaced hundreds of thousands of farming 

communities and sharpened ethnic, regional, and religious polarization. The situation 

further threatens to become even deadlier and could affect forthcoming elections and 

undermine national stability (International Crisis Group 2018).  

1.3. Statement of the Problem 

The study essentially examines the multiplier effects of conflicts on a fragile 

economy and the unity of the Nigerian state as conflict persists, especially in a 

monolithic economy.  

For decades, the Nigerian economy has long been dependent on crude oil, one 

of the country's most abundant natural resources. However, recent market events and 

price fall in the oil market have shown that crude oil alone cannot sustain the Nigerian 

economy; therefore, it is essential to seek alternative revenue generation for the country’s 

economic growth. 

In 2017, the Buhari administration made it clear that diversification of the 

economy through agricultural sectors is the way forward for the country. His government 
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came up with Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) as their National 

Development Plan to diversify the economy, which has long depended on crude oil. The 

key priorities of ERGP include ensuring food security and employment through Agro-

related manufacturing (Emmanuel, 2018). Also, IMF's timely warning to Nigeria calls 

for the need for economic reform. The IMF in 2018 cautioned that Nigeria’s debt profile 

as at June 2018 stands at 22.3trn Naira while debt servicing in 2017 was 1.8trn and 2.1trn 

in 2018; they warned that Nigeria should not be tempted to delay reforms in spite of 

rising oil prices.  

There is no doubt that Agricultural diversification will play an important role in 

economic reform due to the country’s high population growth rate. Nigeria needs a much 

higher growth rate in Agriculture for its people to feel the impact of its economic growth 

(The Sun news online, 2018). Apart from economic purposes, Nigeria’s population 

increase, requires rapid expansion of Agricultural production that can serve the nation's 

food needs. Benue state known as the food basket of the nation and some other 

Agricultural producing states like Kaduna state and Plateau state in the Middle-Belt 

contribute immensely in filling up this gap due to their fertile land for Agriculture. 

Already, the economy of the mentioned states are driven by their massive Agricultural 

produce which also contributes to the country’s economy (F. C. Okoli & Addo, 2018).  

On the other hand, 90 percent of the country’s cattle and by-products, which is 

also part of agriculture, contributes between 6 percent and 7 percent to the GDP, comes 
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from the Fulanis (herdsmen). Overall, Agricultural output contributes about 23% to the 

national GDP. (Sayedi & Ndagi, 2019)  

The Buhari government has recognized this and have put policies in place that 

will help advance the agricultural sectors' activities but have been unable to stop the 

challenges posed by increasing farmer-herder conflict on agricultural development.  

In recent times, food production in the affected regions has drastically decreased 

due to frequent deadly clashes leading Nigeria to rely more on the importation of food 

to sustain its growing population; for instance, more than 100 farming communities in 

Benue state and Kaduna state have been affected. Farmers now abandon their farms for 

fear of being attacked by the Fulani herdsmen (F. C. Okoli & Addo, 2018) 

  Moreover, food security and agricultural development in any country require 

mutual cooperation and support between farmers and herders to reach its maximum 

potential. Its sustainability, among others, demands a peaceful and stable environment. 

However, this key challenge facing Agriculture and rural development in Nigeria has 

been overlooked (Adelakun et al., 2015). Affected communities witness increase of these 

clashes on a daily basis, which further pose a serious threat not just to food security and 

agricultural development but also to national unity, national security and economic 

development of the country.  

According to (FMARD, 2008 as cited in FAO, 2020), Nigeria has lost $10 

billion in annual export opportunity from food production as agricultural production 
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continues to decline due to increase clashes between herder and farmers, among other 

things. At the same time, increase food production has not kept pace with the growing 

population of the country, resulting to heavy reliance on imported foods (FAO, 2020). 

  The conflict has increasingly multiplied and sprayed in the last few years 

creating pressure points across states in Nigeria. According to Global Peace Index (GPI) 

2019-a yearly report released by the Institute for Economic and Peace, Nigeria rank 148 

out 163, farmer-herder conflict severely contributing to this low level of peacefulness 

and instability in Nigeria and main driver of terrorism in sub-Saharan Africa 

(Independent Newspaper, 2020) thus hindering investors from investing in the Nigeria 

state especially in the affected geographical zones. 

1.4. Motivation of the research 

The indiscriminate killings and rising death toll resulting from farmer-herder 

conflict in Southern Kaduna and other parts of the country is fast becoming alarming. 

The spate at which insecurity threatens the peace of the communities affected despite 

the amount of money budgeted for security in the country calls for urgent attention. 

Separately, the wanton destruction of crops by herdsmen and inability of farmers to tend 

to farm activities due to long weeks of curfew in most communities in Southern Kaduna 

has led to shortage of foods which conversely put significant strain on the socio-

economic activities of the state.  
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The history of conflict between farmers and herders undoubtedly dates back to 

Nigeria Independence. From 1960 to 2020 the conflict has morphed, impacting Southern 

Kaduna amongst other farming communities across the middle belt region. In earlier 

times the conflict was not as volatile as in recent years. In the past, Southern Kaduna 

was not described as a state with active farmer-herder conflict rather, there were some 

number of recorded religious conflicts between the Christian and Muslim communities, 

but in recent time, persistent clashes between farmers and herders have extended to this 

part of the country linking religion especially since the conflict escalated in 2018. 

Currently, hundreds of people have been killed and properties worth millions destroyed 

in this area. According to a study conducted by (Jose, 2020), about 654 attacks were 

reported to have taken place From 2017 to May 2020, thus claiming more than 2,539 

lives and leaving 393 people wounded while 253 people were reported to have been 

kidnapped, 16 rape cases noted, more than 24 churches and 7,582 homes destroyed. over 

715 of this death toll reported is said to have occurred in Southern Kaduna between 

2016-2017 and more than 170 people have been killed from January to July this year 

(Sahara Reporters, 2020) and yet response from the Nigerian government both Federal 

and State level have remained very poor (Group, 2017a), at the same time, Southern 

Kaduna have also not received enough scholarly attention, therefore, It is highly 

important to understand the unique nature, the driving causes of this conflict and also 

address the concerns of the communities and minority members of Southern Kaduna 

whose issues are neither sufficiently highlighted nor their voices very audible in the 
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discussion of peace and conflict related issues thus the reason for selecting Kaduna state 

as a case study for this research. 

1.5. Research objectives and Questions 

The main objective of the study is to examine the Impact of farmer-herder 

conflict on socio-economic activities and the current state of security of communities in 

Southern Kaduna. The specific objectives and research questions are to examine: 

 If there has been any existing relationship between farmers and herders in Kaduna. 

  The fundamental causes of conflict between the indigenous people of Southern 

Kaduna and the Fulani herdsmen, the unfolding of events, and how it escalated? 

 The nature and dynamics of the conflict. 

 The role of the Nigerian government and Kaduna state government in managing the 

conflict and building a pathway to lasting peace?   

 The ethnic, religious, security, and socio-economic implications of the conflict?  

1.6. Significance of the study 

The study's findings and recommendations will be significant factors towards 

the development of peace-building and conflict resolution strategies. It will serve as a 

guide to policy makers and mediators in finding a long-lasting solution to the existing 

farmer-herder conflict.  
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1.7. Limitation of the study  

The focus of this research work seeks to interrogate and, without bias, assess the 

impact of farmer herder conflicts in southern Kaduna as it relates to security, peace, and 

socio-economic elements. While some limitations were encountered during the research, 

the most prominent was the less abundant recording of statistics (Nigeria Database 

Updates) and the unavailability of pertinent data, especially by the Kaduna State 

government and relevant non-governmental agencies. Consequently, information 

gathering encumbered the researcher's time as this information had to be painstakingly 

sought after to ensure the integrity of data provided in the research. The exact figures of 

fatalities directly linked to the conflict are unknown because of lack of proper data entry. 

Also, a separate challenge faced while conducting the research was the nationwide health 

lockdown enforced by the Nigerian Government due to Covid-19, the Covid-19 

pandemic lockdown stifled plans by the researcher to conduct focus group interviews 

across affected communities in Southern Kaduna of Nigeria. 

1.8. Organization of the Study  

The study is structured in seven chapters: The first chapter includes the 

introduction, background of the study, statement of the problem, motivation of the 

research, Research objectives and questions, Significance of the study, Limitation of the 

study, and Organization of the study.  

Chapter two deals with Literature review of existing studies; empirical and 

analytical literatures.  
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While Chapter three consists of the theoretical framework, methodology, and 

conceptual framework.  

Relatedly, Chapter four includes analysis of the history, current situation, and 

the nature of the farmer-herder conflict in Kaduna state.  

Markedly, Chapter five explores the fundamental causes of the conflict, the 

tactics and types of weapons used.  

Chapter six interrogates government responses and the security and socio-

economic implications of the conflict, findings, and gap.  

Lastly, Chapter seven presents policy recommendations and conclusion.   
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CHAPTER TWO 

2.1. Literature Review 

In recent times, clashes between farmers and herders in Nigeria has intensively 

grown out of proportion, (extending to different parts of the country, especially states in 

the middle belt) posing a serious threat not only to National security but also to 

agricultural development. Mercy Corps, a humanitarian organization funded by the 

British department for international development (BDID) in 2013 and 2016 reviewed 

that the conflict have significantly depressed food production and caused the nation to 

lose about 14 billion USD in just three years (A.-C. Okoli & Atelhe, 2014). About 2.6 

million people in the Middle-Belt precisely Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states are 

severely faced with food insecurity. This figure is projected to rise to about 3.6 million 

before the end of 2020 if nothing is done to stop the conflict (Cadre Harmonise analysis, 

2019 as cited by FAO.org, 2020).  

On the other hand, it has claimed thousands of lives, exact tallies are unavailable, 

but an investigation of open source reports reviewed that fatalities may have reached an 

annual average of more than 2,000 from 2011 to 2016 while it has claimed more than 

1300 lives, leaving about 300,000 people displaced thereby causing large scale of 

insecurity just in 2018 when it escalated. (ICG, 2018; Li, 2018) Even with this 

intensification, the National Human Rights Commission has not given the situation any 

attention. Farmer-herder conflict in Nigeria have not yet received enough scholarly 

attention, neither have the Nigerian government taken it seriously by taking actions that 
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will bring perpetrators to justice and end killings (ICG, 2018). Rather, the few studies 

conducted by scholars with the aim of resolving these ceaseless clashes have largely 

focused on identifying different factors as the major causes of the conflict. None seem 

to have paid much attention in exploring what led to its escalation especially in 2018.  

Mark (2006) attested that conflicts between farmers and herders are often treated 

as common, local, low intensity conflict and not wars, therefore have been largely 

ignored, he warned that it is rash to ignore them because local conflicts in most cases 

progress to real wars like it is happening in Nigeria today as deadly clashes between 

sedentary farmers and migrant cattle herders have come to become a threat to national 

security while claiming thousands of lives (Lere, Ola and Temitope, 2017). It is 

important to understand the reason why farmer-herder conflict escalates into prevalent 

violence (Moritz, 2006). 

Scholars like Ibrahim, Abdurrahman and Umar (2015), after reviewing studies 

done by other scholars ((Okoli et al., 2014; Odoh and Chigozie, 2012; Abbass, 2012)) 

agreed that the major causes of the conflict are global climate change and the contending 

desertification and drought that have reduced grazing lands in the North thereby forcing 

herders to move southwards in search of pasture for their cattle. Again, In 2007, the 

Inter-governmental Panel on climate change (IPCC) in its report listed floods, heat waves, 

desertification, violent winds and food insecurity as top among the effects of climate 

change (Lere, Ola and Temitope, 2017) which has significantly contributed to farmer-

herder conflict across the world today. for instance, in Nigeria, over one-third of farm 
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lands across 11 states: Adamawa, Bauchi,  Borno, Gombe, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi Jigawa, 

Sokoto, Yobe and Zamfara in the North that were cultivatable 50 years ago have now 

become desert thereby affecting both farmers and herders (IRIN,2009). 

 

De Haan (2002) as cited in (Adeoye, 2017) Reported that Farm encroachment, 

destruction of crops and other farm facilities by cattle and herders as expressed 

by interviewed farmers are the leading causes of the conflict while on the side 

of the herders interviewed, increase rate of cattle theft by host community 

members is another major contributing factor to the conflict. 

Olabaju and Awosusi (2019) contend that lack of communication and language 

barrier are the prevalent causes of farmer-herders conflict; their argument is 

that language plays an essential role in communication and peace negotiation; 

therefore, it is impossible to facilitate any lasting peace without a critical 

consideration of the mechanism of language in conflict management. They 

proposed that Hausa Language should be indigenized and employed in all 

peaceful negotiation and conflict management between farmers and herders. 

while findings by Abubakar and Yahaya (2018) disagrees with this claim. The 

scholars, after conducting their research ranked encroachment of herders and 

their cattle to graze in farmers farm as 56% contributing factor to the conflict 

and 15% to lack of understanding and communication. 
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Egbuta (2018) examined the conflict between farmers and herders in Nigeria's 

middle-belt using social conflict theory, which looks at struggle for power and 

control for natural resources in a society. He observed that increase 

proliferation of small arms and light weapons in Nigeria for the purpose of 

securing land space are the major causes for the escalation of the conflict. 

However, some other researchers have attributed deficient grazing areas and 

conflict interest between farmers and herders over land resources as the 

leading causes of the conflict (Ofuoku & Isife, 2010; Adogi 2019). In 1965, 

about 214 grazing zones were created by the government to address this issue 

but the abandonment of (it) the 1965 grazing reserve law by the successive 

government after the first republic significantly contributed to the conflict. 

(Ibrahim and Abdullahi, 2019). 

Badamasi (2018), in his study, observed that tending cattle by young and 

inexperienced children are the major causes for the escalation of Farmer-

Herder conflict in Southern Kaduna; he suggested that adequate training 

should be given to cattle herders. 

Tanimu and Akujuru (2018), in their study, found that lack of land resources for 

Agricultural and residential use, absence of grazing and ranch land are the 

predominant factors engendering farmer-herder clash in Southern Kaduna; 

they proposed that government should perfect all the titles on lands and resolve 

the issue of grazing. 
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  Scholars like Shuaib & Abdullahi, (2019) in their study proposed Ruga 

settlement as a strategy for resolving the conflict, arguing that it will help 

herdsmen to settle down permanently in a particular area and in turn prevent 

open grazing and roaming about with cattle/encroachment of farm lands that 

may cause clashes. while scholars like Lere, Ola & Temitope (2017) are in 

contention with this view, arguing that the bill would deprive indigenous 

people of their ancestral lands that were traditionally transferred to them as an 

inheritance which otherwise would have been used for agricultural purposes 

for their means of livelihood and warned that such position would result to 

more conflict as the Fulani herders may want to acquire more lands through 

the bill, they recommend that the government should instead develop 

framework for the transformation of herding practice system from the current 

traditional nomadism to a modern ranch-based activity.  

Many including the opposition party and Human rights groups have criticized the 

Nigerian President, Muhammadu Buhari and his security agencies for not 

doing enough to address underlying grievances and prosecute murderers on 

both sides aside their strategy of ramping up military checkpoints and outposts 

in worst affected regions (Tim Mcdonnell, 2018) some accused his 

administration of alleged sympathy for the Fulani herders clamming that it is 

one of the major factors that exacerbated the conflict (Punch Newspaper, 

2019).  
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In June 2019, President Buhari’s government proposed what it called “Ruga 

settlement” to be established across the country for herdsmen to settle in every 

states hoping that it will end open-grazing, leading to conflict. About 12 states 

in the North accepted it while the other 24 states in the North-Central, South-

West, South-East and South-South geopolitical zones of the country criticized 

and rejected it, arguing that it is pro-fulani (Punch Newspaper, 2019) and 

unworkable, vowing to resist its implementation (Thisday Newspaper, 2019).  

The House of Representatives as well as Southern and Middle Belt Leaders 

Forum, SMBLF, in June 2020 asked the Federal Government to stop the entry 

of herdsmen from other African countries into Nigeria. It should be noted that 

herdsmen from Niger / Chad have been hired as mercenaries to perpetrate 

overnight fatal attacks against predominantly Christian farming communities 

in Southern Kaduna. 

 Nevertheless, not enough attention have been paid by scholars in exploring the 

different causes of farmer-herder conflict nor its nature and implication in 

Southern Kaduna. This study aim to bridge this gap by examining the spread 

and escalation of the conflict, the unique nature of the conflict, its implications 

and as well as past conflicts between the Fulani group and the indigenous 

people of southern Kaduna. 
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH DESIGN 

3.1. Theoretical Framework  

The paper is anchored on two popular theories (Social Identity Theory and 

Realistic Conflict Theory) that are interlinked with each other to explain the current 

nature of Farmer-Herder conflict in Nigeria. Social Identity theory and Realistic conflict 

theory are both group-orientated theories. They complement each other and also address 

aspects which the other does not emphasize on (Melody, 2015).  

3.1.1. Realistic Conflict Theory  

 Realistic conflict theory also known as realistic group conflict theory is a social 

psychological model of intergroup conflict that was developed by Donald Campbell in 

1965. The theory explains how intergroup conflict arises when there is competition over 

limited resources (land space, grazing routes, rivers etc.) and at the same time conflicting 

goals on how to use it (Mutezo, 2015) like in the situation farmers and herders found 

themselves in Nigeria where both the farmers and herders are in constant struggle over 

the use of limited land resources to obtain their different goals. The farmer’s ultimate 

goal is to cultivate his crops using this scarce resources and harvest them in due time for 

economic purposes, sometimes it involves the farmers claiming and cultivating their 

crops in grazing routes that are solely mapped out for farmers to graze their livestock 

while the herders at the same time are interested in grazing their livestock through this 

limited land resources whichever way, sometimes it involves the cattle eating-up crops 
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planted by farmers, the end-goal is to sufficiently sustain and grow their cattle for 

economic gain. So this conflicting goals and lack of management or allocation of limited 

resources results to intense conflict like Donald Campbell predicts in his Realistic 

conflict theory.  

In addition, the Realistic conflict theory is important because it helps in defining 

intergroup attitude and behavior which reflects their interests, it explains how threats and 

conflict increases when competition between groups with different goals that are 

struggling for scarce resources increases (Crandall & Schaller, 2005).  

Brewer (1979) as cited in (Mutezo, 2015) explained that scarce resources leads to 

intergroup discrimination and competition. In this reputes, favoritism is likely to emerge 

especially in a high competitive situation over resources in which a win for one group 

results to a loss for the other group.  

However, the Realistic conflict theory has been criticized of having the tendency 

to conclude that all conflicts have a negative effect. (Valentim, 2010) 

3.1.2. Social Identity Theory  

Social identity theory is a highly influential theory that explains group processes, 

intergroup relations, and also our thinking in group intermediated occurrences. It was 

introduced in the early 1970s by Henri Tajfel (Hornsey, 2008). Social identity theory 

provides more explanation on in-group favoritism. In-group favoritism or in-group bias 

is the tendency to favor one’s group over those in other groups (Jim, Nadira and Molly, 
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2015). Through social identity theory, people identify group differences and similarities. 

People tend to feel good about who they are by augmenting their group ideology, shared 

values and interests in common.(Li, 2018) 

People’s sense of who they are based on group membership is their social identity. These 

groups (e.g Family, social class, football team, groups sharp by one ideology or culture 

etc.) gives us a sense of belonging and perhaps sharp our social identity. Tajifel 

explained that people derive important source of pride and self-esteem through these 

groups. In this regard, we tend to categorize the world into us versus them. Taifel 

proposed that these may result to stereotyping and prejudice views between cultures 

which may lead to racism and could result to genocide (McLeod, 2008). 

Furthermore, the Social Identity Theory is used to describe cognitive processes 

which involves identification, categorization and social comparison that explains one’s 

loyalty to his group and hostility to other groups. It explains how stern loyalty to a group 

intensifies and can even lead to ethnic cleansing, genocide, war etc.(Martiny & Rubin, 

2016, Alice, 2012) 

However, not all groups maintain a violent relationship with outgroups; some groups 

maintain a friendly rivalry relationship with out-groups while some maintain outright 

violence and hostility towards out-groups. The Social Identity Theory is limited in 

providing a complete explanation for this. Also it is experimentally proven that social 

identity theory have the ability to explain inter-group rivalry by examining self-esteem 

and the reasons why individuals take actions that ensures that their group feel distinctive, 
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positive and favored but it is limited in explaining other factors such as historical 

relations between groups or competition for scarce resources that may also influence 

group relations that generates prejudice and discrimination which realistic conflict 

theory have the ability to address. (Martiny & Rubin, 2016) 

Using social identity theory as a clear lens we will examine how the Buhari’s 

administration have been handling the conflict and why the conflict escalated. It also 

provides some explanation on why the Fulani herders nomadically herd their cattle 

within the norms of their group and why the collectively fight to protect their livestock 

when attacked, as well as why the famer group deem it necessary to collectively defend 

or retaliate and protect their self-esteem when attacked or when their individual members 

are killed or raped by the Fulani herders. 

The Social identity theory also helps in providing explanation on why most 

people think that Governor el-Rufai is inclined to favor and leverage further the activities 

of the Fulani groups.  

Both theories are essential to this study because each provides different type of answers 

to the research questions that this study seek to address even though the Social identity 

theory seems to be more relevant in the sense that it provides explanation on why farmer-

herder conflict escalated in 2018 and have continued to spread across the country which 

is the main focus of this research. It helps in understanding why president Buhari’s 

administration has not been able to do enough in bringing the conflict to an end. Why 



26 

realistic group conflict theory is used in highlighting the struggles between farmers and 

herders and also their conflicting interest. 

3.2. Methodology  

The study adopts qualitative and phenomenological methods to critically examine the 

escalation of farmer-herder conflict in four local government of Southern Kaduna, 15 

participants (five farmers, five herders, one key notable person from CAN representing 

the farmers in peace negotiation, two government official from Kaduna Ministry of 

Internal Security and home Affairs, one honorable member representing Zango Kataf  

and a notable representative from Miyeti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria 

(MACBAN), an organization representing the Fulani herders) were conveniently 

selected for a focus group interview through Zoom. While a descriptive method was used 

for the collection of primary data, proper description, interpretation and understanding 

of the meaning of experiences encountered by the victims through telephone interviews, 

and recorded conversations. 

Other relevant and useful data were collected from secondary sources such as the Punch 

News Paper reporting, Cannels TV recorded video clips, World Watch Research (WWR), 

Amnesty international, and Kaduna Ministry of Internal Security and home Affairs 

(KMISA). 
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3.3. Conceptual Framework 

This section sought to provide a clear description of the research strategy that is used for 

the examination of the escalation and spread of the farmer-herder conflict, using southern 

Kaduna as a case study.  

Building on the impacts and effects of the conflict presented in chapter two, the study 

sought to present a more detailed analyses that led to the escalation, seeking to 

interrogate the new dimension of the conflict and its implications on security and 

economy of the Nigerian state, thus aim to offer a workable solution. The conceptual 

framework is built around the interrogation of the objectives and research questions of 

this study. A long-lasting peaceful resolution is dependent on the issues of land disputes 

and the intense demand for land resources in Southern Kaduna, which are the main 

courses of the conflict.    

The theories mentioned in the above theoretical framework will be linked to the 

conceptual framework to analyze and interrogate the situation of farmer-herder conflict 

in Southern Kaduna. 
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Independent variables    Dependent Variables  

   

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.1: Conceptual model of factors responsible for the Conflict between Fulani-
Herders and indigenous-farmers in Southern Kaduna 
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CHAPTER FOUR: DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1. Kaduna State in the past 

   

    Figure 4.1: Map of Kaduna State            Figure 4.2:  Southern Kaduna 

Before the creation of Kaduna State in 1967, the area was known as Zazzau Emirate 

Cum province inhabited by two different broad cultural segments (Hausa-Fulani group 

and Pagan group) from 1800-1950. Kaduna State is the 18th state out of the 36 states of 

the federal republic of Nigeria located in the North-West zone of the Federal republic of 

Nigeria. It has a total population of 10,000.000 with 23 L.G.A and presently governed 

by Governor Nasiru El-Rufai who hails from the Fulani tribe. The Hausa-Fulani group 

who were Muslims consists of about 60 percent of the ruling class in the emirate province, 

they were located in the Northern part of the province and maintained key traditional 

form of ruling position (Rotimi, 1996). In 1806, when a Fulani religious leader Shehu 

Dan Fodio conquered the habe kingdom in the north, he appointed many people from 

the Fulani and Hausas tribe as lieutenants to govern them (Smith, 1959). The other 

segments in the Zazzau kingdom consist of a pagan population from 30(thirty) different 
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tribes located in the western and southern part of the kingdom which is now known as 

southern Kaduna.  

During the British Colonial Administration in Nigeria, the Fulani ruling party 

were integrated as part of the ruling class in 1912 when Lord Frederick Lugard under 

the British Colonial Administration declared Kaduna the capital city of the Northern 

region of Nigeria (Bununu et al., 2015) while the pagan tribe were subjected to slave-

raiding and dominated by the Hausa-Fulanis. There were many struggles where these 

pagans resisted a total conquest by the Fulani dominant group, which earned some of the 

pagan tribes like Jaba, Kagoro, Moroa in the South some form of independence from the 

Emirate ruling governance. 

The foundation of the Emirate ruling system was rooted in Islamic ideology and 

doctrine, which made the Fulanis to look down upon these other tribes who were pagans 

as infidels; they often punish them according to their Islamic judicial and legal system. 

As time went on, these pagans became receptive to influential missionaries, British 

colonial officers and other foreign artisans that came into the region, they began to 

convert to Christianity and embraced education (Bununu et al., 2015). This explains why 

many of the southern Kaduna people today are mission-educated elites; many of them 

are trained to become pastors and Christian religious teachers. A vast number of them 

occupy a frontline position in the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) and have 

consistently attacked the dominant Muslim Fulani group, they accuse and blame the 
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Fulani ruling party for the underdevelopment of the southern Kaduna communities with 

the belief that it is deliberate (Rotimi, 1996).  

It is important to note that during this era, the indigenous farmers and Fulani 

herders maintained a long history of peaceful coexistence for centuries irrespective of 

their ethnic and religious dissimilarities; they had an inter-marital relationship. 

Honorable Amos Magaji, one of our interviewees representing Kaduna south, Zangon 

Kataf/Jaba federal constituency explained that they had a very long history of cordial 

relationship with the Fulanis.  

“We still have them, and they are still living with us; some of them have intermarried 

with our people, built houses, and have come to settle with us in our communities,” he 

said. 

He narrated that in the past, when a Fulani man arrives to their village, their forefathers 

receive them, take them in and allow them to stay in their farms. The Fulani herder freely 

graze his cattle and in return provides the dung of his cattle to the farmer for the 

fertilization of his farm; during harvest season, the farmer also return they gesture by 

giving the Fulani man some grains from their harvest, but as time went on, some of the 

Fulanis became less nomadic and decided to settle down in their communities, in some 

cases, they start to claim the ownership of the farmland where they have stayed for 

several years especially when they owner of the land seem to be no more, they claim to 

have bought the land from him before he died, this gradually results to a matter of land 

disputes. 
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4.2. Current Situation in Southern Kaduna 

In the past few decades, conflict between the Fulani group and indigenous people of 

southern Kaduna has been more of ethno-religious until in 2016, after president 

Muhammadu Buhari took over power, it became more pronounced that the conflict have 

more to do with land resources. Kaduna was not just the only state that experienced the 

escalation of the conflict, many states in the middle-Belt were severally attacked by 

Fulani herdsmen, including Benue state and Plateau state, which were the epicenter of 

the attack up until 2019. Many have wondered what could have been the reason for this 

escalation; some have equally blamed President Muhammadu Buhari’s government for 

lacking the will and effort to resolve the conflict.(Group, 2017b; ICG, 2018) 

The conflict became very intense in Kaduna, Southern Kaduna precisely from 

2018 to present. Banditry and criminal gangs attack have also been linked to the nature 

of the conflict in the state. In fact, about 84 percent of the attack that has taken place in 

different states affected in the last 3 years involves the use of sophisticated weapons 

which resulted to the death of 2,539 people in 645 attacks just from 2016-2017 (National 

Daily Newspaper, 2020). World Watch Research (2018) as shown in Table 1. gathered 

that over 700 people lost their lives in Kaduna from May 2016-October 2017 in the wake 

of the attacks by Fulani herdsmen. 709 of the people killed were Christians and 16 

Muslims in Kaura, Sanga and Jema’a L.G.A in Southern Kaduna. 
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Separately, it should be noted that armed bandit groups mostly made up of unemployed 

young male adults have become ready criminals perpetrating kidnap, rape, and robbery 

crimes in Kaduna State.  

Table 1: Death Toll - May 2016 - October 2017 
 

L.G.A Christians 
Killed 

Muslims 
Killed 

Christians 
Injured 

Muslims 
Injured 

Christians 
Displaced 

Muslims 
Displaced 

Kaura 263 14 46 - 993 65 

Sanga 146 1 40 - 451 - 

Jema’a 327 1 44 - 1689 116 

Total 709 16 130  3133 181 

 Source: World Watch Research (2017)  

While a research from Kaduna state Ministry of internal security and Home 

affairs, as shown in Table 2: revealed that about 197 indigenous people of Southern 

Kaduna and 102 Fulani residents have been killed just from January to August 2020 in 

Zango Kataf, Igabi, Kajuru/Kachia, Kauru, and Jema’a LGA. The killings have been 

more on the side of the Christian/indigenous community members. Some of this killings 

occurred when the communities were placed on 24 hour curfew which has drawn a lot 

of criticism on the government favoring the Fulani group.  
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Table 2: January 2020 - August 2020 in Southern Kaduna 

 

4.3. Nature of the Conflict 

The nature of the farmer-herder conflict in Southern-Kaduna is quite complicated and 

uniquely different from what is going on in other parts of the country. It has ignited 

ethnoreligious issues while exacerbating banditry, kidnapping, robbery, reprisal attacks, 

cattle theft, and many other violent crime forms. However, the indigenous people of 

Southern Kaduna, including some scholars, do not see it as a Farmer-Herder conflict; 

instead, they perceive it as a deliberate act of ethnic cleansing and land grabbing, arguing 

that farmers are not they only target or victims but women, children, and infants are also 

vulnerable to the attack. For them, the effects of climate change which are generally 

attributed to be the fundamental causes of farmer-herder conflict by scholars are not the 

main cause of the conflict they are experiencing in Southern Kaduna.   CSW (2020) an 

international organization that have been monitoring the conflict, described it as 

S/N Location/ 
LGA 

Locals  
Killed 

Hausa/ 
Fulani 
Killed 

Locals 
Kidnapped 

Locals 
Injured 

Hausa/ 
Fulani 
Injured 

Hausa/ 
Fulani 
missing 

1 Zango Kataf 77 44 1 35 2 3 

2 Igabi  57     

3 Kajuru/Kachia 78  1 9   

4 Kauru 29 1  2   

5 Jema’a 10   3 2  

 Total 197 102 2 49 4 3 
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genocide, expressing that series of attacks that claimed many lives in Christian 

community area in July 2020 occurred during curfew. In July, despite Governor El-

Rufai’s directive to extend a 24 hour curfew which have been in place in other parts of 

the state to Zikpak community, gunmen still attacked community residents and opened 

fire on them making it the third time they are attacking on lockdown since the beginning 

of the year. At least no fewer than 80 people have been killed due to the attack and up 

till now perpetrators are yet to be arrested whereas some community residents who 

violated the lockdown to tend to farm activities were arrested and detained. They equally 

claim that attackers target farming communities in an organized and tactful manner. 

They defined these acts as an act of genocide using the U.S Holocaust Memorial 

Museum’s risk factors and warning signs, which defined and described genocide as a 

situation where leaders perceive outgroups who share different ideology, religion, 

culture, and ethnicity as inferior or precarious and results to discriminate or annihilate 

them (USHMM,2020).  

Nasiru, an indigene from Kauru L.G.A said,   

“The fulanis want our land because of how fertile it is, each time they come, they talk of 

how they must take over our lands” 

On the contrary, the Kaduna state governor El-Rufai, some Hausa-Fulani people 

and state government officials have refuted this narrative. They ascertained that the 

situation in Kaduna State is not different from what is happening in every other state in 

the North affected by the conflict. A staff of Kaduna State Ministry of Internal Security 
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and Home Affairs who has chosen to remain anonymous explained that the bandits attack 

both the Muslims and Christians, he regard them as the common enemy not just to the 

Christians but to the entire state, 

 “it is true that villages get attacked, a whole village wiped out, a whole family killed, in 

most cases those who are being attacked might not know why they are being attacked” 

he said.  

He also explained that the Fulani herdsmen mainly attack all people, 

categorizing them into four different categories, the Fulani settlers, the semi-settled 

Fulanis, the trans-human Fulanis, and the criminal ones. He narrated that the settled 

fulanis have a normal lifestyle, they go to school, settle and integrate into any society 

they settle, they have a traceable location and identity. The semi-settled ones are into 

pastoral farming wherever they move to; they stay there for a particular number of time, 

it could be months or years and move to another community whenever the season 

changes in search of resources to graze their herds. They trans-humane Fulanis don’t 

ever settle, they nomadically move about and live a very rural lifestyle, a type of lifestyle 

he described as “a very primitive sort of existence.” 

 “they move about with their animals and also live like their animals in most cases and 

are highly attached to them,” he said, exclaiming that this set of Fulanis are the ones 

responsible for the banditry going on in the North; they have progressed from cattle 

rustling to kidnapping and banditry. Cattle business is the only thing they do for survival 

so in that regards, they do anything to ensure their survival; in some cases they kidnap 
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cattle owners who are also from the Fulani tribe, demanding ransom from his family 

members. These set of Fulani have no identity, they have their camps in strategic 

locations, usually in thick forests. They attack in a kind of Guerrilla warfare style and 

run back into their hidings. They extend their tactics to the general public of Southern-

Kaduna which usually lead to reprisal attacks because the victims instead of going after 

them, attack the settled or semi-settled Fulanis living in their communities, for them, all 

Fulanis are Fulanis. They have failed to understand the nature of the conflict due to 

ethno-religious divides and other religious conflict that have taken place in the past. He 

also added that ethnic divides among the two groups have created distrust in the sense 

that when a member of each group is found dead, his group members will start attacking 

members of the other group believing that there is no way his fellow group member 

would have killed him.  

According to Sani Abubakar, one of the Fulani group members interviewed in Jama’a 

L.G.A  

Hausa: 

“Duk lokacin da yan' bindiga suka kai hari ga manoma sai manoman su dauki 

fansa kan duk wani garin fulani dake makwabtaka dasu domin ramuwar 

gayya su kashe na kashewa bayan gashi ba'a iya tunkararsu, ni kaina ina 

daya daga cikin wanda makamancin haka ya afku dani har suka harbeni a 

ido inda jini ya mamaye fuskata saura kadan nima su kasheni” 

Below is the translation of what he said in English: 



38 

“Each time there is an attack on the farmers by unknown gunmen, the farmers and 

villagers will descend on any Fulani community that is close by and unleash their 

anger on them, meanwhile the killers are faceless, I am a victim, I was shot in the 

eye; blood covered the whole of my face and they almost killed me” 

This reflects one of the social identity theory’s arguments on how group members of a 

particular group can perceive other groups.  

  Governor El-rufai in one of his interviews with Channels TV also described the 

conflict as a combination of several things such as banditry, cattle rustling, kidnapping 

etc. just like in every other affected states in the North and even more complicated than 

people think, a description that many of the Southern Kaduna indigenes have repudiated.  

“When the happen in other states, it is not seen as genocide just because these states has 

no identity issues” he said  

Southern and Middle Belt Leaders Forum (SMBLF) and traditional rulers from 

Southern Kaduna communities have attempted over the years to utilize the vehicle of 

dialogue to achieve peace. However, considering that they do not have the political 

support of the current governor. Their desired peace continues to evade them. 

The Catholic, Anglian, Evangelical Church Winning All (ECWA), the Church 

of Christ in Nations (COCIN) and other Church leaders have severally attempted to 

engage with the Kaduna State Government to prevent the burning of churches and killing 

of Christians in these farming communities over the years but verbal promises have 

never translated to action instead the Governor have continuously addressed these 
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indigenous leaders as people that have refused to tolerate and live in peace with other 

tribes, insisting that he will not tolerate it. He stated that as the governor of the state, his 

duty is to protect and give all citizens the right guaranteed by the Nigerian constitution 

for anyone to move and settle in any part of the country they like irrespective of where 

they come from. He blame the leaders of the indigenous people of Southern Kaduna of 

fueling the conflict by inciting their people to kill. He accused them of profiting from 

the conflict as it brings them funding from international aid organizations and earn them 

sympathy. DW (2017) in their research also noted that the same claim has also been 

made by some Muslim leaders they interviewed. According to them, one deputy imam 

named Kabir Kasim accused the Christians of profiting from the conflict but was unable 

to substantiate the claim by providing substantial evidence (Gansler, 2017). The 

governor also accused them of making money from the past governments as a strategy 

to maintain peace in the community. He vowed to close his doors for them and to appease 

them in this manner. They southern Kaduna leaders on the contrary see him as one of 

the sponsors of the Fulani herdsmen questioning his actions and utterances. The CAN 

Secretary Dr. Sunday Ibrahim who we interviewed said, it is not expected of a governor 

to make statements such as;  

“The Fulanis are people that do not forgive, they will always retaliate”  

He acclaimed that such statement emboldens the Fulani people to attack. He went further 

accusing the governor of making statements of paying the Fulani herders as a way of 

negotiating with them in other to maintain peace in the state, a statement that has not yet 
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been verified. He also accused the governor for dialoguing with Myetti Allah, an 

organization representing the Fulani herders and leaving the SOKAPO, a group 

representing the indigenous people of Southern Kaduna out of the dialogue. 

 “They took over government in 2015 and the killings started in 2016, thousands of 

people have been killed and many displaced, some of them have been underreported, I 

don’t know the exact number but I can say that over 3000 people have been killed since 

2016, I have been in a meeting where Fulanis were represented by their Myetti Allah 

leaders and the SOKAPO leaders were not invited” he said.  

As a result of these accusations, he made conclusions that the governor is taking side 

with the Fulani people probably because he is their kinsmen. Many have alongside 

criticized the governor for not have made effort to visit the communities that have been 

attacked, in his response, he admitted and said, 

 “I do not have to visit personally since the commissioner for security and Home Affairs 

visits whenever there is a situation” (channels TV, 2020).  

This statement have drawn a lot of criticism and questions from different parts of the 

country. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: CAUSES OF FARMER-HERDER 
CONFLICT AND TACTICS USED 

 

5.1. Fundamental Causes of Farmer-Herder Conflict in Southern 
Kaduna 
 

5.1.1. Effect of Population Growth 

Population explosion is considered as one of the root causes of conflict between 

farmers and herders because it leads to transformation of farmland, river floodplains and 

forests into human settlement (Opatoyinbo et al., 2015). As many cities in Nigeria and 

all over the world are developing so are cities in Kaduna state. Kaduna state is fast 

developing both in human population, economic and infrastructural development. Its 

population has grown from 35,000 to 10 million since its creation in 1950 (MISHA, 

2020) causing a large scale of human expansion and settlement. Also the need for land 

and agricultural resource increases as the population and development of a state 

increases, as a result of these, many farmlands, river floodplains, grazing routes and 

forests are being transformed into human settlements thereby causing mass land changes, 

at the same time, the demand for food is on the rise prompting farmers and herders to 

struggle for these lands that are rapidly becoming limited for agricultural use 

(Opatoyinbo et al., 2015). Expansion of public infrastructural development and large 

scale of land acquisition by farmers and other commercial entities are thus the major 

reasons why land resources are becoming limited in Kaduna state. 
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5.1.2. Climate Change and Migration 

Climate change and migration have been ranked as main causes of farmer-herder 

conflict by many scholars. Both climate change and migration are interlinked with each 

other because climate change cause people to migrate to a suitable environment. 

Migration has been one of man’s strategies for survival, human beings move from one 

environment to the other in search of better opportunities that will help them meet their 

livelihoods. While there are many other factors that triggers migration, climate change 

and environmental degradation has in recent time topped as one of the prevalent factors 

forcing herders to migrate. Lere (2017) attested that the International Government Panel 

On Climate Change (IPCC) in its 2007 report raised alarm and reported heat waves, 

desertification, drought, and violent winds as some of the major effects of climate change 

which is causing both farmers and herders to migrate across the globe. For instance 

agricultural production including livestock such as cattle and sheep production require a 

large portion of arable land. In Nigeria, most farmers own their land either by purchasing 

it or by inheritance while on the contrary, herders who are nomadic in nature do not own 

land rather they migrate seasonally from one environment to the other in search of arable 

lands and other pastoral resources for their herds. Most times they are provided with 

some portions of land by their host communities as grazing routes (Muhammed et al., 

2015). Some of these effects raised by IPCC are prevalent in Nigeria. According to a 

research conducted by Crisis Group on farmer-herder conflict in Nigeria, drought and 

desertification were highlighted as the key major factors contributing to the conflict. 

Drying up of water sources in the northern parts of Nigeria has forced a significant 
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number of herders to migrate southwards in search of water sources and arable 

grasslands to survive their livestock (Group, 2017a). 

5.1.3. Social Cultural Context 

Ethnic divides, religious, cultural and ideological differences have been 

identified as some of the major contributing factors fueling violent conflicts between 

farmers and herders in Southern Kaduna. The history of Kaduna explains the reason for 

this social cultural differences. History reminds us that the Fulanis who migrated to 

Kaduna and some Hausas who came in from other parts of the North in the past both 

were mostly Muslim who share common traditional values which are mostly shaped by 

Islamic doctrine and ideology (Smith, 1959), while the other tribes who identified 

themselves as the local indigenes of Kaduna that consists of different tribes in the past 

are mostly Christians who share similar culture, ideology and value system. Majority of 

them are farmers who culturally value and regard farming activities as their main source 

of livelihood. While majority of the Fulanis are culturally nomadic and engage in cattle 

rearing activities, they move from one community to the other in search of pastures for 

their herds, some of them religiously believe that lands are created and own by God and 

not by man so they have the right to graze their cattle anywhere they like without being 

stopped by any one, not even by a farmer who legally acquire his land (Worldwatch 

Monitor, 2020).  

These social cultural differences especially that of religion have for long fueled 

conflicts between these two groups. Most conflicts in the past have been as a result of 



44 

religious confrontations, for instance in 1987, violent conflict erupted between the 

Christians and Muslims students over theological disagreements in Kafanchan Teachers 

College. They indigenes of Kafanchan L.G.A. used that opportunity to express their 

grievances over the dominant leadership of the Hausa Fulani in their communities 

claiming that they deprive them their rights and wealth including turning them into 

strangers in their own land. Also in 2002, disagreement over the hosting of the miss 

world beauty pageant in Nigeria sparked a religious confrontation and riots that claimed 

many lives in the state. The Muslims led a protest claiming that the beauty pageant is 

immoral and sinful. These and many other crisis that have taken place in the state have 

proven that social cultural differences and starkness of ethnic divide between these two 

groups are contributing factors to the conflict (Intelligence, 2017). The ideological 

differences and belief system that exist between these two groups have in recent time 

make peaceful coexistence difficult in the state. Both groups have conflict of interest and 

motives which most of the time is not mutually beneficial. Conflict of interest on how 

and what to use their lands for, they indigenous people of Southern Kaduna are interested 

in using their lands for the cultivation of farm crops while they migrant Hausa-Fulanis 

are mostly interested in using the lands for the grazing of their herds, in most cases 

trespass into the indigenous peoples farm, destroying their crops which stirs up crisis. 

Both Fulanis and Hausa-Fulanis often refer to their regions as unofficially mecca while 

the southern Kaduna indigenes that are mostly Christian refer to their region as Jerusalem 

(Leena, 2017). What the Christians regard as moral is regarded as immoral and sinful for 

the Muslims. They southern Kaduna indigenes are also of the opinion that the Hausa-
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Fulani dominant group have long been influential and intimidating in their land and it is 

time for them to resist them.  

Nasiru said “they took our forefathers as their slaves and have continued to marginalize 

us”   

However, the Fulani people perceive the Southern Kaduna indigenous people as 

hostile and unaccommodating people who do not want to co-exist with other tribes. They 

maintain that they have their rights to build their mosque and establish their emirate 

caliphate in the communities where they settle which the Southern Kaduna Christians 

see as a threat and a strategy for the Muslims to continue oppressing and dominating 

them, if possible establish sharia law in the state and forcefully convert them to Islam. 

5.1.4. Unresolved Conflict in the Past  

Unresolved conflicts and latent grievances which have culminated into the 

current farmer-herder conflict in Kaduna persist. Southern-Kaduna in particular has 

experienced series of ethno-religious crisis over the years, the most significant ones 

which are often referred to as part of the contributing factors to the present crisis are that 

of 1981, 1992 and 2011.  

1981 recorded an ethnoreligious conflict which was caused by a land dispute 

between the people of Adata community and Hausa traders in Kachia L.G.A. over the 

right to practice their different religion. It claimed many lives and left over one hundred 

people injured and properties worth of millions destroyed. While in 1992, two violent 
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riots over a market relocation erupted in Zangon Kataf L.G.A. it finally turned into a 

bloody one. As usual, hundreds of lives were lost, as a matter of fact, the number of 

people killed has never been verified and attempt to resolve or address the triggers of the 

conflict which includes property rights over lands, huge gap of inequality, 

marginalization and unequal treatment between the Muslim and Christian communities 

in the state have not been successful (Intelligence, 2017).  

Also in 2011, an infamous crisis which was politically motivated led to the 

burning of mosques, churches, destructions of properties worth millions of naira and a 

high death toll in Zaria, Kafanchan and Zonkwa L.G.A. these and many other violent 

attacks between these two groups have claimed many lives in Kaduna state.  

According to Governor El-Rufai in one of his interviews with Channels TV on 

the ongoing farmer-herder crisis in Southern-Kaduna, the military government set up a 

committee that come up with a white paper that will address the causes of these conflicts 

but the white paper cannot be found in the state government today, he expressed that his 

government is working so hard to come up with a workable white paper. 

While Hon. Magaji expressed that the unresolved land dispute and lack of 

implementation of the recommendations raised by the committee has been one of the 

main factors driving the conflict, he stressed that it is important for the land disputes to 

be addressed so that community members will know exactly where to cultivate their 

crops. So far, only 2 out of 19 lands mapped out as grazing reserves in Kaduna state has 
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been gazette, there have been struggles between the farmer group and the herder group 

on who will make use of the remaining 17 portion of lands which triggers conflicts.   

He went further to explain that some of the things that caused the 1992 crisis are 

unequal treatment and marginalization.  

He said, “When I got to the community where the crisis happened, I found out 

that there are cases of marginalization, the area where they Hausa-Fulani’s settled were 

more developed, they have government presence and institution, they have hospitals, 

electricity and water. Imagine visitors that came to live with owners of the land now 

have more privileges than they real owners of the place”  

According to him, the problem of inequality has not been addressed in Southern 

Kaduna which has resulted to further aggression and agitation by the locals. The 

government needs to act fast and implement the recommendations in the white paper.  

5.1.5. Land Disputes and Trespass on Farm lands 

Land has been described as a factor of production by economic scholars and is 

fast becoming one of the most important resources in Kaduna, population growth and 

the high demand of land makes it very scarce. Majority of the inhabitant of Kaduna state 

depend so much on these limited land resources for their livelihood allocation. The 

farmers are in constant need of lands for the cultivation of their crops while the Fulani-

Herders at the same time in need of the land for grazing of their cattle, therefore 

allocation of lands has always caused misunderstanding and conflict in Kaduna. In 1992, 
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the relocation of a market mostly occupied by the Fulanis at Zang-katafa L.G.A spiked 

up a bloody crisis that took many lives, part of the recommendation submitted by a 

committee that was set up for a peaceful resolution contains a section that outlines 

strategies that will help resolve land disputes but none of these recommendations have 

been implemented so far.  

Hon. Magaji emphasized more on the great need to address the long dreaded 

land issue because it is one of the things that usually cause conflicts especially when 

cattle are not properly controlled and consequently graze on cultivated crops that have 

taken a lot of the farmer’s time, resources and efforts to cultivate.  He explained that in 

past, cattle were herded by adults and if eventually there is  a case where the cattle 

destroys or graze on crops, the herder reports himself to the council  set up to handle 

such issue, in most cases a compensation is made to the owner of the farm, but today, 

inexperienced children are allowed to herd cattle, most time they are distracted leaving 

their cattle to graze into people’s farm lands, destroying their crops and when the farmer 

reports nothing is usually done, he gets no compensation which makes him to take laws 

into his hand.  

“in the past, when cattle graze into people’s farm or destroy their crop, the herder 

quickly go to report himself to the traditional committee set up to resolve such issues, 

sometimes, they compensate the owner of the farmer but things started changing in the 

sense that when farmers report, their complains are not taken seriously and the fulani 

man are not scolded or punished” he said. 
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Community vigilante place high restrictions on movement and grazing of cattle 

around farm lands as a way of enforcing compliance, in some cases killing of stray cattle 

while ensuring compliance leads to agitation by the herders and sometimes cause them 

to attack the community with the assistance of hired mercenaries from other states.  

5.2.1. Tactics and Weapons used 

Farmer-Herder conflict in Southern Kaduna has also been. The proliferation of 

small arms and light weapons in Nigeria continues to exacerbate the situation in Kaduna 

as Herders have been known to purchase weapons illegally through cross border 

channels and known local weapons smugglers. Several people have narrated how 

attackers attack them with sophisticated weapons like AK47, machete, machine guns etc. 

Honorable Magaji narrated that in the past, when he was growing up, the Fulani- herders 

only go about with sticks to direct their cattle but these days, you see them with guns, 

they are quick to shoot even when there is a slight provocation. The fulanis are accused 

of attacking at night and killing people in their sleep or during their prayer days in their 

churches, they often loot and burn houses after their attack, an act they people perceive 

as a strategy to underdeveloped their communities (Tanimu & Akujuru, 2018). Some 

attacks also occur in the early hours of the day, usually at 5am to 6am when people are 

on their way to their farms.  

Rahila Godwin, a resident of Kajiru L.G.A narrated how she and her husband 

were attacked when she was eight months pregnant.   
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Hausa: 

“Suna na Rahila Godwin daga Dogon Noma a Kajuru Local Government, Kaduna State, 

Nigeria. In aure da Mal. Godwin Aputte da yarin guda daya. A randa fulani su ka shigo 

garin mu, ina da chikin wata taqwas. Ranar 11, March,2019. misalin karfe 5:am na tsafe 

sai muka ji karan bindiga da kuma ihu a gari. Sai mai gida nay a bude kofa ya, sai ya 

mutane na ta gudu suna cewa, “Fulani sun shigo.”  sun kai kimanin 200. Suna rike da 

AK47, machine guns, arduna, kipiyoyi, daga, har da barandami. Sun kona gidajen mu 

har da makarantu da churches.  

Agarin guduwa na chikaro da Fulani suka kama ni, suka dinga sara ta a kai da 

jiki.Yarinya ta basu bartaba  Suka dinga saranta. Nan suka wuce suka barmu a kwance 

chikin jinni. Sun dauka mun mutune. A wannan halin ne na haifi yata wannda da fito 

amace” 

Below is the English translation of our interview with Rahila 

“My name is Rahila Godwin, from Dogon Noma, Kajuru Local Government of Kaduna 

State, Nigeria. On the 11, March 2019, around 5: am early in the morning, in our sleep, 

we heard a gun shut and screaming all over the village. My husband opened the door to 

find out what exactly is going on, and he saw our neighbors running and shouting, “The 

Fulani’s are here.” They came in their large number, approximately 200 Fulani militias 

with AK 47 and machine guns while some are holding dangerous weapons such as 

dagger, machetes, and spares. Those with guns shot sporadically, if you escaped the gun 

shoot those with t machetes are behind to finish you. The blocked all our escaped root, 

my husband ask me to come out with our daughter and run for our lives. Then, I was 8 
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months pregnant, I held the hands of my little daughter who was 2 years old. I began to 

run, but because of how heavy I was, I could not run fast to escaped the Fulani 

unrestrained furry. Unfortunately, I did not know that they have already surrounded the 

village, I ran into the Fulani terrorists and they began to stab me with machetes on my 

head. Still, I refused to release my little daughter as they demand, from behind, someone 

came with machete and cut off my left hand that I held my daughter with 

. She was not spared either, she was stab with machete on her head. They left us lying in 

a cool blood thinking we are all death. The pains was so severe that I gave birth to a 

baby whom came out death” 

 

The people of Southern Kaduna have lost faith in the government, they believe 

that the government lack the will or the capability to protect them therefore they have 

sort for other ways to defend themselves including self-help. There have been instances 

where their leaders motivate them to defend themselves with whatever they have. They 

CAN Secretary, Dr. Sunday Ibrahim admitted that he told his community members to 

defend themselves however they can, instruction such as this does not help in resolving 

the conflict rather it will compound and intensify it the more, in most cases lead to 

reprisal attacks. 

However, due to constant attacks and lack of security, the people of Southern-

Kaduna saw the need to establish their own patrol teams in other to confront their 

attackers. They provided some form of trainings to these patrol teams while arming them 
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with whistles and sticks, preparing them tactically on how to march from house to house 

on patrol. Efforts have also been made by both groups (farmer group and herder group) 

to resolve the conflicts by signing a peace pact while establishing a committee for 

conflict resolution, even with this efforts, they villagers are still gripped with fear 

(Timothy, 2020). 
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CHAPTER SIX: ROLE OF GOVERNMENT AND 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPLICATION 

6.1. Government Response 

Various responses have been explored by both the federal government and state 
government, even though they have not yielded much result. 

6.1.1. Federal Government Involvement 

On the federal level, the Nigerian government have taken several actions 

especially on the development of grazing reserves in order to address the conflict. In 

2014, an inter-ministerial technical committee and political committee on grazing 

reserves was created by president Goodluck Jonathan’s government, the committee’s 

special mandate was to propose strategies that will help in resolving the conflict. They 

recommended that about N100 billion Naira should be released by the central bank of 

Nigeria (CBN) to fund the project which includes the construction of ranching facilities 

in all the 36 states in Nigeria. The plan even though it was approved by the National 

Executive Council (NEC) and the exact amount released by the CBN to all states for its 

implementation failed due to President Jonathans defeat in 2015 election and lack of 

project continuity in Nigeria. The 36 state governors received these funds but failed to 

construct ranches. President Buhari after his resumption in office in 2015 also directed 

the federal ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (FMARD) to come up with 

strategies that would lead to the development of live-stock animal husbandry and grazing 

reserves that would help stop clashes between farmers and herders, he also set up a 

committee that will investigate how the funds transferred to state government in 2015 
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by the Goodluck’s administration was looted but till date, the committee’s findings is 

yet to be published. In January 2016, just like the Jonathan’s Administration, his 

government announced its plan to map grazing routes in all the 36 states, a plan which 

was regarded as a temporary solution for herders until they are ready to embrace 

ranching. Many people argued that the main focus of the plan was to ease stress for 

herders and provide them with many other beneficiary assistance that does not include 

the farmers in the country. As a result of that, the plan was opposed by many central and 

Southern states with the view that it is in favor of the Fulani herders only.(Group, 2017b, 

2018) Again, on the 21st of May 2019, the Buhari’s administration through the Minister 

of Agriculture and Rural Development, Audu Ogbeh, disclosed that the president has 

approved a plan tagged “The RUGA Settlement Plan” a plan which they hope help put 

to an end nomadic lifestyle of the fulanis and help resolve the long dragged conflict 

between farmers and herder and at the same time benefit everyone in the country.  

He said  

"We are going to change their lifestyle, take them away from our streets and from 

wandering in the bush and develop districts, hamlets and towns and definitely in the next 

five to 10 years you will never see a nomad moving about, wandering or kidnapping. 

And this will end all these security challenges." 

He also went further to reveal that the plan includes building settlement houses 

that will accommodate herders and their herds, build cattle markets, provide platforms 

that will bring investors for them etc. so far 11 pilot states from the North out of the 36 
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states in the country has shown interest. States like Sokoto, Adamawa, Nassarawa, 

Kaduna, Kogi, Taraba, Katsina, Plateau, Zamfara and Niger whose governors are either 

Hausa or Fulani.  

 

 

Source: pulse online news paper 

 

The remaining 25 other states have rejected this plan. States like Benue state has 

publicly denounced its implementation and protested peacefully against it, claiming that 

its forceful establishment is against land use Act in Nigeria (Pulse, 2019). 
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6.1.2. Deficient Security response from the federal government 

The federal government has also made efforts in deploying security forces to help stop 

attacks and restore peace in affected areas in Southern Kaduna. Channels TV in august 

reported that more special air forces has been deployed by the Nigerian Airforce to 

Southern Kaduna to boast security against bandits and suspected militias that have been 

terrorizing the residents (Channels TV, 2020) but these efforts are not enough, the 

security forces thinly assigned to these rural communities in Southern Kaduna where 

most of these conflicts take place lack early warning skills and quick response 

mechanism, both farmers and herders often complain that response to distress call is 

often late or neglected when they alert security agents (Group, 2017b).  

They indigenous people of Southern Kaduna have sort for many other ways of 

raising their voices including calling the international community for intervention 

(Channels TV, 2020). Nasiru maintained that he won’t stop telling the world what is 

happening to their community no matter the level of intimidation. He explained that he 

has been arrested several times for speaking out for his people. Sometime in July 2020, 

women of Southern Kaduna almost went naked in protest against the indiscreet killings 

going on in their communities. 
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Source: Homeland News, Channels TV 

 

This reflects the explanation of Social identity theory on how far group members 

can go in defending their self-esteem, their group members and their identity. 
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6.1.2. Deficient Security Response from the State government  

On state level, Governor El-Rufai have reassured affected communities of his 

commitment to end the long-decade conflict. According to Punch Newspaper, he 

affirmed that one of the legacies he would like to leave at the end of his tenure in 2023 

is to end the Southern Kaduna crisis.  He identified the slow justice system as one of the 

factors frustrating prosecution process (Punch, 2020). In his interview with channels TV.  

He said, 

“People presented since 2017 are yet to be convicted because of the slow justice system 

in Nigeria” 

The failure of the Kaduna state governor to employ geospatial and satellite technological 

surveillance as a means to tracking herder movements give credence to allegations by 

Christian farming communities of his complicity on attacks on these farming 

communities by herders. 

He stated that his government has recently spent about N150 million naira on the 

construction of an estate for the police force recently deployed to the state to boast 

security which he claimed has helped to a large extent to stabilize the state since the 

2017. In addition to these, a permanent military base has also been established in 

Kafanchan L.G.A he said, and maintained that “no amount of police or military 

deployment will help solve the problem unless people are willing to live in peace, co-
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exist, and embrace peace with one another because our security force are over stretched, 

people must look for a way to live in peace”. (Channels TV, 2020)  

Another staff of Kaduna Ministry of Internal Security and Affairs also affirmed that the 

state lack enough security forces needed to beef up security in the state and that the thin 

number deployed so far are overwhelmed.  

“We have shortage of police in Kaduna state, you don’t expect about 12,000 police to 

effectively guide the city, these criminals know the forest very well better than the 

security agents, and it is almost impossible for them to be arrested because they don’t 

have a permanent location or identity” he said.  

6.2. Social-Economic and Security Impact  

Farmer-herder conflict has affected communities in Kaduna both socially and 

economically.  

6.2.1. Social Impact 

Thousands of people have been displaced while many lives have been lost since 

the intensification of the conflict, hundreds of people are forced to migrate to urban cities 

and many confined to IDP camps. the social impact of the conflict is more severer on 

women and children. Many children and women have lost their lives including women 

who have equally lost their husbands in the wake of the crisis (Onah et al., 2017).   
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These victims especially widows are compelled to shoulder the burden of raising 

their families and children all alone (Onah et al., 2017) some of them results to sending 

their children to the city to live as house help with strangers who in most cases maltreat 

and enslave them.  

Glory Amos, one of our interviewees from Kajuru L.G.A expressed that she was 

unable to farm much this year, the little amount of corn, groundnut, millet and soya bean 

she was allowed to plant at the back of the IDP Camp where she temporarily reside with 

her family will not be sufficient to sustain them.she expressed that little has been done 

by the government to assist them, no form of poverty alleviation program is put in place.  

It has also disrupted the education system in the affected communities, many 

school buildings have been destroyed by attackers. Many school children have been 

displaced and the few ones left in the community including their teachers are scared of 

going to school. Several students have narrated how their friends were killed while on 

their way going to school (Uroko, 2018) 

6.2.2. Economic and Security Impact 

From an economic perspective, the conflict has had a profound negative impact 

not just in Kaduna but on the country’s economy especially in this recent time the 

Nigerian government have prioritize the promotion of agricultural activities as a strategy 

to diversify its monoculture economy that have long dependent on a price dropping crude 

oil in the international market. The Buhari Administration in 2017 came up with an 



61 

economic development plan tagged “Economic Recovery and Growth Plan ERGP” with 

the focus of restoring macroeconomic stability, economic growth, economic 

diversification and among all establish sectors that will drive the growth of Agriculture, 

micro and small medium enterprises (MSMEs)(Ata-Agboni & Beluchi, 2019). The 

Central Bank Of Nigeria (CBN, 2020) has also launched series of Agricultural 

programmes such as N-power and Anchor Borrowers Programme Intervention for 

Agriculture (APB) that would help achieve this aim (CBN, 2020) but these efforts have 

failed to yield fruitful results as farmer-herder conflict persist in Nigeria expressly severe 

in states like Benue, Plateau, Kaduna and many other states in the middle-Belt that are 

known as the food producing states of the Nation, for instance Benue state has its state’s 

slogan as “The food basket of the Nation”  

The conflict has also deepen poverty in Nigeria, as a result of the reoccurring 

attacks by the Fulani-herders, farmers are reluctant to go to farm due to fear of insecurity. 

Also the long days of curfew placed on affected communities by the Kaduna state 

government affects the economy more especially during the rainy season when farmers 

are supposed to be cultivating their crops. As a result of this decline of farm activity, 

Agricultural production is in short supply stirring up vulnerability and increase in crime 

rate. Decline in National Agricultural productivity heightens tension (Awotokun et al., 

2020) as food prices sharply go up due to shortage of food, farmers at the same time 

become unemployed-situation that most people argue that contributes to crime. 
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Above all, farm activities contribute a lot to the Nigerian economy, there is no 

doubt that livestock production is important and also contributes to the country’s 

economy but the chief driver of Agricultural sector remains crop production which is 

mostly affected by the conflict and thus have adverse implication on the country’s GDP. 

For instance River Benue produces about 20,000 tons of grains yearly but there have 

been sharp reduction in past recent years due to conflict between farmers and herders. 

Mercy corps (2015) in their studies submitted that Nigeria is presently losing about $347 

million as against a gain of $13.7 billion if there was no farmer-herder conflict. Kaduna 

State and some other states in the middle-belt lost about 47% of their annually-generated 

revenues in 2015. 

In addition, the government does not only aim to use N-Power and AFB scheme 

to achieve a drastic reduction of food dependence but also to create employment for its 

large population in the agricultural sector and thus in the export market, an aim which 

has been defeated as a result of persistent conflict. (Awotokun et al., 2020; Dunmade et 

al., 2018). Besides, Kaduna state government has channeled a large sum of the state 

budget to security spending, governor El-Rufai in an interview with channels TV 

reviewed that about 150 million Naira out of the state fund was used for the construction 

of police quarters, purchase of vehicles and its maintenance. This huge amount of money 

could have been channeled to some other projects that would lead to development in the 

state. 
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Farmer-herder conflict have disrupted economic activities in the state, people 

are scared of opening their shops and running their businesses which contributes 

technically to the state’s economy, development projects are pot on hold too for instance 

a road construction was put on hold because of insecurity. Investors are scared to invest 

due to insecurity. Recently Kaduna state governor hosted a trade fair. 

The government also worry that the conflict will eventually affect other parts of 

the state if nothing is done urgently to stop it, most of the investment and development 

initiative has been suspended due to the conflict contractors are scared of being 

kidnapped, for instance, according to a staff of Ministry of Internal Security and Affairs, 

many investors have been driven away. For example some investors that expressed their 

interest in establishing a large potato farm were driven away by the indigenes with the 

claim that the supposed land which was meant to be used for the potato farm is their 

ancestral land. Recently, the state government had also come up with the development 

of a solar plant project in some of these communities but some elites among in these 

communities discouraged the establishment of the project claiming that solar rays will 

be detrimental to the health of the community members. Also, the construction of Zaria-

Kaduna metropolis have been suspended because of the constant crisis going on in the 

area, these and many other projects that should have contributed in boosting the state’s 

economy have been put on hold. 
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6.3. Findings and Gaps 

6.3.1. Findings 

The study finds out that population explosion, land disputes. Ethno-religious 

divides are the main causes of the conflict in Southern Kaduna while factors like 

marginalization and inequality and lack of development in some Christian communities 

of the state are considered as some of the contributing factors. The nature of the conflict 

clearly reveal that ethnic divides between the farmer and herder group is what is breeding 

hatred and distrust between the groups thus stirring up chains of reprisal attacks. 

6.3.2. Gaps  

Different scholars cited in this study strongly agreed that farmer-herder conflict 

in Nigeria is as a result of environmental change factors. Scholars like (Abbass, 2012; 

Dunmade et al., 2018; A.-C. Okoli & Atelhe, 2014) in their study made it clear that 

drying of river sources, drought which drives herders towards the middle-belt are the 

main causes of the conflict but did not emphasize much on the effect of population 

growth which increases the demand for land resources. 

However, there are other pertinent factors like land disputes, inequality in the 

state and ethno-religious differences among the two groups that have been negated by 

scholars. For instance the unique nature of ethnic formation in states such as Kaduna is 

very vital to explore when analyzing the conflict. So the study tried to explore issues 

related to land disputes, ethno-religious difference and its contributing factors to the 
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conflict leaving a gap for further studies on inequality, grazing laws of Nigeria, 

marginalization and political factors of the conflict in southern Kaduna. 
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7.1. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1.1. Recommendations 

1. Kaduna state government should make effort to implement the 

recommendations contained in the white paper of the Zango Kataf 1992 crisis to 

address the issues of land. 

2. Security agents deployed to the state should be adequately trained and equipped 

to respond to distress call and attacks that have been threatening the security of the 

state. Enough security agents needed should also be deployed to help ensure that 

there is stability and peace in the area. 

3. The government should make efforts to reform the slow judicial system. 

4. Sensitization and enlightenment campaign should be provided by the state 

government to sensitize both the indigenous people of Southern Kaduna and the 

migrant Fulani herdsmen on the negative impact of the crisis. Negotiation forums 

that will represent bother members of the groups should also be established. 

5. The government must also run a system that respect and tolerate cultural 

diversity and an all-inclusive governance.  

6. The Kaduna State government should employ geospatial and satellite 

technology to tracking herder movements and be preemptive in ensuring herders do 

not graze their cattle in farms resulting in economic losses to farmers. 

7. Ranching should be introduced by the state government. It has worked in many 

other countries across the world. 
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7.1.2. Conclusion  

In conclusion, the study will help people understand the nature of farmer-herder 

conflict and its dimensions in Southern Kaduna. It uses sociological theories such as 

Social identity theory, realistic conflict theory and discourse analytic method to 

interrogate the situation of the conflict in Southern Kaduna. It highlighted population 

explosion, ethno-religious differences, land disputes and past conflicts as one of the 

major drivers of farmer-herder conflict in the state. It has also tried to analyze the nature 

of the conflict which is quite unique from what is happening in other parts of the country 

affected. In southern Kaduna, ethnic divide is one of the factors causing distrust among 

the groups. The study clearly showed how religious differences have played a part in 

escalating the conflict. 

However, it found out that the federal and state government has made efforts to 

resolve the conflict, while these efforts are very inefficient due to lack of adequate 

deployment of security forces to affected communities and inexperience of the few ones 

deployed. In addition to this, both the federal government and the state government have 

not taken decisive steps that shows that they are willing to resolve the conflict which has 

stirred up criticism and belief that the governor is taking side with the Fulani group. 

The study in one of its recommendations therefore, suggests that the government should 

quickly create mediation forums that will constantly represent the interest of both groups 
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and also sensitize them on the negative impact of the conflict and the need to respect 

each other’s culture and believe system. 
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국문 초록 
 

이 연구의 초점은 농부-목동갈등의 근본적인 원인, 고유 한 성격 및 남부카두나 

으로의 확대를 조사하는 것이다. 이 연구는 일대일 심층 인터뷰 및 선택적 그룹 

토론의 질적 연구를 하며, 3 개의 L.G.A 에서 신중하게 선택한 15 명의 참가자를 

주 데이터 소스로 사용했다. 기타 관련되고 유용한 데이터는 Punch News Paper 

보도, Channels TV 녹화 비디오 클립, World Watch Research (WWR), 국제 앰네스티, 

카 두나  내무부 (KMISA) 등과 같은 2 차 소스에서 수집되었다. 

이 연구는 인종적 분열, 과거에 해결되지 않은 갈등, 두 그룹 간의 불평등이 갈등을 

심화시킨 주요 요인 중 일부임을 발견했다.  그러나 갈등을 분석하기 위항 이론적 

토대로 현실적 갈등 이론과 사회 정체성 이론이 선택되었다. 따라서 이 연구는 

다음과 같이 추천하는 바이다; 카 두나 주 정부가 1992 년 장고 카 타프 위기 백서에 

제공된 
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