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Abstract
A Study on the Storage of Memories

and Methods of the Storage Using
Decomposition and Combination of
Images
-Based on My Artworks-

Kim Jee Min

Oriental Painting Dept. of Fine Art
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study focuses on my works from 2018 to 2020 presenting
the theme of ‘the storage of memories’ . Through this paper, I
explore and organize the subject and context of my works and lay
the foundation for following works.

Humans live together with —memories. Memories are
accumulation of the data that you have collected throughout your
life, that defines who you are at the moment and also tells you
what choices you will make in the future. In this regard, this paper
examines the reason why one should store memories that fade away
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frequently regardless of one’ s will and presents the methods of
storing them. In addition, I present my memories that are stored and
show the methods of storage.

Memories embodied in my works are classified into two
categories. One is the memory of traveling and the other is of
childhood. By decomposing and combining images, the theme of ‘the
storage of memory’ is metaphorically expressed. The aim here is to
recombine scattered and receding images of memory and preserve
the moments.

This paper is structured as follows:

In Chapter 1, I elaborate on how [ arrived at the theme
of ‘the storage of memories’ and briefly present the structure and
direction of this paper, including the purpose of my works and
artistic expressions in them.

Chapter 2 examines the definition of the concept, ‘the storage
of memories’ from a philosophical and aesthetic perspective. Based
on this definition, I redefine the concept from my point of view and
review artworks throughout the history of art that can be considered
as examples of memory storage. In art history, the storage of
memories is represented in forms of restoration and resurrection. I
examine the paintings from the Yuan Dynasty and sculptures from
the Renaissance period as examples. Then I show the contents of my
storage of memories. The memories I have can be divided into
memories of traveling and memories of childhood, and my works are
created by dismantling the images I experienced at the time into
pieces and combining them again on the screen. I present my works
one by one and elaborate on the meaning and the content of each
work.

Chapter 3 deals with the way memory images are dismantled
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and reassembled. As the existing image is dismantled into pieces, the
shape and size of the image are distorted an through reassembling,
listing and overlapping, new figures arise on the screen. Images
represented through this process are uncanny, encompassing features
of both abstract art and figurative art.

Chapter 4 deals with the compositions of the artworks and
materials. My paintings are categorized into two groups of style,
which are ‘the centralized composition’ and ‘the irregularly-listed
composition’ . After the making of the artwork, I checked whether
the artwork falls into one of the two groups through an eye tracking
analysis. Subsequently, I explain the work materials such as pencils,
paper, coloring, and finishing materials used in the making process
of my works.

Finally, I conclude by organizing the works embodyinig the
theme of ‘the storage of memories’ and further discussing on the
direciton of my artworks.
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