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1950.7 39 39 39
1950.8 1,706 1,706 1,745
1950.9 9,074 9,074 10,819
1950.10 51,859 51,859 62,678
1950.11 35,465 35,465 98,143
1950.12 37,730 1,245 38,975 137,118
1951.1 102 115 217 137,335
1951.2 2,121 190 2,311 139,646
1951.3 4,083 122 4,205 143,851
1951.4 15 1,750 1,765 145,616
1951.5 1,366 5,214 6,580 152,196
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1951.6 956 8,525 9,481 161,677
1951.7 254 407 661 162,338
1951.8 395 95 490 162,828
1951.9 1,848 492 2,340 165,168
1951.10 852 1,510 2,362 167,530
1951.11 495 750 1,245 168,775
1951.12 103 150 253 169,028
1952.1 37 88 125 169,153
1952.2 83 34 117 169,270
1952.3 104 42 146 169,416
1952.4 1,248 14 1,262 170,678
1952.5 90 0 90 170,768
1952.6 91 53 144 170,912
1952.7 73 73 146 171,058
1952.8 72 21 93 171,151
1952.9 118 6 124 171,275
1952.10 1 9 10 171,285
1952.11 0 97 97 171,382
1952.12 1 6 7 171,389
1953.1 14 1 15 171,404
1953.2 22 5 27 171,431
1953.3 3 7 10 171,441
1953.4 0 0 0 171,441
1953.5 0 5 5 171,446
1953.6 0 12 12 171,458
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Abstract

A study of the Chinese POW repatriation issue of
the Korean War

Focusing on the interactions between the internal situation of the

POW camps & the process of the truce negotiations

TANG XIN
Korean Studies Major
Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

This paper examines the repatriation issue of the prisoners during the Korean War, which
was the toughest one in the truce negotiations between the United Nations Command and its
Communist counterpart to reach an armistice. Although the outbreak of the Korean War was
already over 70 years ago, but strictly and technically speaking, the Korean War is still ongoing.
This is because the armistice system of the Korean War has not yet been converted into a peace
system. This is probably the most difficult problem to solve between the two Koreas during
these past decades and still for now. The effects of the Korean War not only existed on the

Korean Peninsula but also on the regional situation in Northeast Asia. The Korean War began
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as a civil war aimed at reunification of the whole peninsula at first, but it took on the character
of an international war with the participation of the UNC and later the Chinese forces.

In addition to the Korean Peninsula, the Korean War also left a huge scar on China, a
major participant in the war. Nearly 200,000 Chinese soldiers lost their lives in the Korean War,
and about 22,000 were taken prisoners. These 22,000 prisoners of war are both parties to the
war and witnesses of the unfortunate times. Where did those who survived from the front lines
go? About 22,000 Chinese POWs were detained in Geoje Island and later Jeju Island, and then
returned to each other before and after the signing of the armistice agreement in 1953. But
unexpectedly, 70% of them, or about 14,000 POWs, went to Taiwan, not mainland China, where
they came from. What factors contributed to these results? Based on this awareness of the
problem, this study narrates the stories related to the POWs of the Korean War, which seem to
have been forgotten, and examines one aspect of the Korean War, by especially focusing on the
stories of the Chinese POWs.

Therefore, first of all, Chapters 1 and 2 of this study described the background of Chinese
military intervention in the Korean War and the process of occurrence of Chinese POWs, and
Chapters 3 and 4 described the internal situation of Chinese POW camps and the Korean War
truce negotiations respectively. In Chapter 5, the relationship between these two factors and the
interaction process were analyzed. Finally, in Chapter 6, the above contents were
comprehensively reviewed and the conclusion of this study was presented.

In this study, the historical fact that a large number of the Chinese POWs went to Taiwan
after the end of the war, is considered as a product of the close interaction between the two key
factors, as mentioned in Chapter 3 and 4, the internal situation of the POW camps and the
progress of the Korean War armistice talks. Specifically, the internal situation of the POW
camps was examined from three perspectives. First, the compositional diversity of the Chinese

military mobilization process; Second, the existence of anti-communist prisoners of war and
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ideological conflicts and power struggles among them; Third, the responsibility of the prisoners
management authorities. Above all, it would be possible to better understand the repatriation
issue of the war only by accurately understanding the situation inside the camps.

Regarding the progress of the armistice talks, which acted as another key factor, in this
paper, the process of establishing the repatriation policy of both the Communists and UNC, the
resistance of the prisoners and clashes of opinions inside the camps, and the final agreement
process and problems, etc. were considered. The conclusion is that the internal situation of the
POW camps and the progress of the armistice negotiations jointly influenced the handling of the
POWs of the Korean War, including the Chinese POWs, as they mutually influenced each other
over a period of one and a half years. Chapter 5 summarizes important events that can support
the assertion of this study by dividing these interaction processes by period and analyzing the
characteristics of each period in detail. Through this, this study is intended to contribute to a
better understanding of the process of handling prisoners of war in the Korean War, including

the issue of the repatriation of the Chinese POWs.
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