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Abstract

Qualitative Research on
the School Life of the Students of

Home Economics Education

Nam, Kyong Im
Dept. of Home Economics Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This research started from my grief over career conflict and
academic maladjustment of the students of home economics
education of Hanbit University. Therefore the purpose of this
research is to find the cause of the students’ career conflict and
academic maladjustment and to contribute to solving these
problems.

There has been no research which focused on career conflict
and academic maladjustment that the students of home economics
education are experiencing. On the other hand, there were many
researches on the students of the college of education who had

the same problems. But many students of the college of
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education, including the students of home economics education,
are still struggling against the problems of career conflict and
academic maladjustment. This means that research methods used
in existing researches exposed the limitations in solving these
problems. Therefore, it is necessary to approach these problems
with a different research method to solve them.

A new research method is designed in this research, through
the structures of signification of Geertz, which reveals the context
of the students’ school lives and in it we can find out the cause
of the students’ career conflict and academic maladjustment.
Geertz(1973) believed, with Max Weber, “man is an animal
suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun” and he
said he took culture to be those webs. So this research tried to
find the webs of significance of the students of home economics
education of Hanbit University to find out the cause of the
students’” career conflict and academic maladjustment. This “webs
of significance” is the structures of signification of Geertz.

This research took three steps to find the unique structures of
signification of the students of home economics education of
Hanbit University. First, this research examined the appearance of
the career conflict and academic maladjustment experienced by
the students of home economics education of Hanbit University.
Second, this research analyzed the structure of the students’
school lives by deriving the situations which work behind the
appearance. Finally, this research investigated the students’ unique
structures of signification by scoping out which unique values

they formed in the situations and which unique meanings they

- 197 - 2]



gave to their school lives through the values.

As a result, it was found that the students had the unique
values of “external direction”, and because of the values, they
have the unique five meanings on their school lives: substitute,
trade, waiting, competition, and collection. And by confirming
that these structures of signification is connected with the class
attitude these students showed in my classes from 2010 to 2013, I
confirmed that these unique structures of signification could lead
to career conflict and academic maladjustment of these students.

Based on these findings, this research suggested that the
values of “external direction” should be solved in order to
fundamentally solve the problems of career conflict and academic
maladjustment which the students of the college of education
including the students of home economics education of Hanbit
University are experiencing. In addition, some practical ways to
solve the values of “external direction” are suggested in this

research.

Keywords: structures of signification, external direction, college of
education, the students of home economics education,
career conflict, academic maladjustment

Student Number: 2007-30387
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