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Abstract

An analysis for the closure of
private elementary and secondary

schools and the teachers

Juhyun Jeon

Educational Administration
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to explore the effect of a sharp decrease in the
school-age population on private school teachers. In particular, although
private school teachers are governed in principle by the private sector,
they should contribute to the public interest as a principal-agent in
public education. Thus, this study attempts to explore how their job or
status can be secured in the event of the closure of the private
school, especially from an educational legal point of view. In other
words, although a preparatory law for the school was enforced in 1998

to prepare for a decrease through Article 35-2 of [Private School Ac
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t] , there are no stipulations with their status in Article 56, and the
social security in Articles 60-2 and 60-3 of the same Act.

In this regard, the research questions are as follows.

First, how do private school teachers perceive the closure of

elementary and secondary private schools?

Second, when those schools are closed, what are the ways to

maintain the status of teachers?

Third, when a teacher loses his/her position when closed, what kind

of financial compensation can he/she receive?

In addressing the research questions, an educational legal approach
and questionnaire were conducted to analyze related laws and
precedents and examine the perceptions of private school teachers.

The results are as follows. First, private school teachers were aware
that the change in the school-age population affects their teaching
method, classroom management, and individual teachers’ everyday lives.
Despite the impact, the respondents had never made extra efforts
against the closure of their schools, which might be from their belief
that their schools were unlikely to be closed. In addition, there were
changes in their operation at the school-level, but their schools were
not responding through plans and projections. In the case of elementary
school teachers, however, elementary teachers responded positively that
their schools were trying to react against the decrease compared to
secondary teachers, which was statistically significant. Moreover, they
agreed that the education authorities needed to cope with the situation;
however, they did not evaluate that the efforts were being made
appropriately now. In evaluating the efforts of the authorities,
elementary school teachers also positively evaluated the practical
efforts of the education authorities compared to other school-level
teachers.
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In the second research question, continuity of job, private school
teachers were dispatched to public schools to continue their job before
the closure. After the closure, however, the temporary dispatch was no
longer validated under related laws and regulations. Special recruitment
was necessitated to continue the job as a public teacher. However, it
was to be executed only through the related authority, and thus, those
from the above schools were not entitled to have their previous
position back except in exceptional cases.

Finally, it examines what kind of financial compensation can be
claimed when they lose their position due to the closure. In principle,
when they lose their position, they can claim early receipt of private
teachers’ pension and retirement allowance proportional to their work
period. On the other hand, in the case of honorary and early
retirements, the claim would be more difficult because those
retirements have nothing to do with their will. As they are not covered
by employment insurance, they are not considered to be able to claim
those unemployment benefits.

This study proposes the following policies and legislation based on the
above discussion. First, to continue their job even after the closure, it
Is necessary to prepare more specific regulations related to the policy
for dispatch and special recruitment. Second, it 1S necessary to prepare
related policies and laws on financial compensation that private school
teachers can receive when they lose their status due to the school’s
closure.

keywords : Private school, Closure of school, Teacher, Special
Appointment, Private School Act, Educational law
Student Number : 2020-26057
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