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Abstract
Revealing Subtle Differences
in the Process of Printmaking

—based on my mezzotint works—

Park, Woojin
Printmaking Major
Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Among the many important values of art, I put importance on
the joy of touching, feeling, and drawing with my hands. I have
thought that the joy of printmaking starts from tiny feelings with
the fingertips, it became an opportunity to study the technical
aspects of printmaking in my university years, and to express
exactly what [ had in mind without any error. Thus, The
purpose of this research is to find out what is the meaning
behind the importance of hands in the printmaking process and

how it is expressed in works.
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Without thinking that the technique is one of many options
that depend on the image, I always use the mezzotint technique
to express any images. Repeating the technique seems to be for
expression and skill training, but I want to observe the use of
the hands and feel the material properties delicately. As the
mezzotint technique starts from engraving dense dots on a flat
plate, it requires one to focus more deeply on the minute
stimulation of the hands.

The attitude of being immersed in small parts in the process
of the work takes an important part in looking at things in
everyday life. The reason that one’ s eyes stay on a specific
thing before bringing it into expression is from my state of mind
and necessarily engaging with it. Interesting objects are
everyday scenes but if I do not pay attention to them, [ cannot
see them. I get the subject matter of my work by looking
closely at small and trivial things that I can't usually see.

I choose a dark tone for the overall tone in order not to see
the inside clearly even if it is closely observed. The mezzotint
technique differs from many printmaking techniques, which
express darkness in the process of making a plate and printing it
on paper. Differences in the way images are created lead to
differences in expression. In mezzotint, ink is put into densely
engraved dots and then printed with strong pressure, so the ink
seeps into the paper. At this time, the black dyed on the paper

seems to be indelible and looks like a dark space with depth.
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The final work 1is created in consecutive scenes with the
printmaking process of mezzotint technique that gradually
becomes lighter as it is printed several times. Since only subtle
differences are expressed in multiple images, it will be difficult
to recognize small differences between scenes unless you look
carefully and slowly.

What I have learned from the research based on the
completed work in graduate school is how the repetition of the
technique does not end at expressing something skillfully. By
doing this research, I discovered what kind of attitude was
created in the background from my interest in the technique, and
it became opportunity to look at how the viewpoint on my work

1s revealed.

Keywords : mezzotint, the process of printmaking, delicate
senses, subtle difference, darkness, gradually lighting images,

continual scene
Student Number : 2020—29418
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