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Abstract

Cultural Politics in Bible Translation

: Revisiting Disability and Gender Issues
in the New Korean Translation of the Gospel of John

Lim, Sung Uk (Yonsei Univ.)

This essay investigates the concealed cultural politics of the Gospel of John as
embedded in the New Korean Translation (NKT, 2021) with a focus on disability
and gender. The underlying assumption is that Bible translation is a site of cultural
politics in which social values are ceaselessly formed, maintained and recreated. To
do so, I scrutinize the cultural politics of disability by analyzing the expressions
related to people with disabilities (Jn 5:3; 9:39). Second, I reconsider the cultural
politics of gender in such a way as to inspect the specific usages of the Greek word
yovar (Jn 2:4; 4:21; 8:10; 19:26; 20:13, 15). Third, I explore the potential, doubled
effect of NKT of both liberating and oppressing social minorities in Korean church
and society. Finally, I propose a model of Bible translation with social minorities
in the place of a model of Bible translation for social minorities. It is, therefore,
my contention that Bible translation calls for a closer inspection of ideological values,

especially on the part of minority groups.

Key Words: New Korean Translation (NKT), Bible translation, Gospel of John,

cultural politics, disability, gender, social minority



