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< Abstract >

As part of the grand project for balanced territorial development, Korean government
has been preparing tentative plans to build a dozen of innovative cities in the
Non-Capital Region, all of which would accommodate the relocated Capital-based public
organizations. Without due policy designs and application processes, however, the
government initiatives have also caused d a series of supporting and opposing
arguments. In sum, most of the current discussions are not fully adequate in explaining
why the innovative cities are necessary and how they could benefit more balanced
regional development. As an effort to address these issues, analytical logics for the
proposed innovative cities are developed using urban dynamics models. To provide
policy leverages, various development scenarios are simulated focusing on the expected
growth and maturity of the innovative cities. The research findings indicate that the
success of the proposed cities depends on the dynamic movement of the key variables,
both from those cities and the Capital Region. They also point out that the Korean
government may have to endure a huge amount of social cost or unwanted byproducts
without due attention to the dynamic mechanisms embedded in the development
process. Finally, it is concluded that the urban dynamics-oriented approach towards the
innovative cities could assist the major stake-holders in developing robust and
responsive policy initiatives given the current uncertainties.
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