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Abstract

Change in the Role and Application Method of the
Gate of City Wall in the Japanese Colonial Period

Advised by Prof. Jeon, BongHee

Kim, Taewan
Department of Architecture & Architectural Engineering
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to focus on the changes in the role and
application method of the gate, which was the entrance to the city wall,
during Japanese colonial period, and to find out the process in which the
meaning of the gate architecture left in the city was formed. The gate was
a fortress facility that from the fortress built for military purposes and
controlled access to and played a role in defense and command. However,
with the development of Eup-seong during the Joseon Dynasty, the fortress
emphasized not only military but also administrative purposes, and it became
a basic framework for forming a city. In the city wall formed in this way,
the gate became the starting point of the main boulevard, providing a space

for governance and communication, and sometimes serving as a ceremonial
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space. In the pre-modern city wall, the gate was a multipurpose architecture
with practicality and symbolism.

However, the role of the pre-modern gate began to collapse with the
deconstructing of the fortress facilities led by Japan. As soon as Japan
deposed King Gojong and invaded its national sovereignty, it destroyed the
walls that blocked the old and new towns. The gate where the wall
disappeared could not function properly, and it was only an obstacle to the
expansion of roads and cities. Because of this, many gates were
deconstructed along with the walls. However, some of the gates were left
behind even though the walls were destroyed. First, Sekino Tadashi(RiEFE)
classified the grades of old buildings through a historical survey, and
accordingly, the high-grade gates could be left without being deconstructed.
In addition, even if the gates were not included in the historical survey,
some cities tended to leave the southern gates with the highest rank among
the gates. On the contrary, the gates to the north, which were difficult to
deconstruct and did not interfere with the expansion of the cuty, could also
remain. In this way, the gate could remain in symbolic meaning,
architectural value, and economic reasons, and it is also worth noting the
value of the use of the gate for public purposes.

The process of changing of gate during Japanese colonial period is
interpreted as a process of otherization by Japan. As a means to emphasize
the superiority of the nation, the strategy of otherization, which separates the
culture of the ruled nation into inferior hitters, is confirmed during the
changing of the gate. This can be largely divided into the early and late
colonial periods, and the pattern of otherization differs depending on the
period.

First, the situation of the gates of the early colonial period can be
largely divided into deconstruction and remaining situations. The aspects of

deconstruction appear as gates that are deconstructed along with the walls
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and gates that are deconstructed after the deconstruction of the walls. This
deconstruction patterns show that if the architectural value of the gate is not
high or a new role is not obtained, it is deconstructed due to road
renovation and lack of finance. On the other hand, Japan showed a passive
conservation attitude toward the remaining gates. Most of the gates were
maintained in the form of neglect, and among them, gates used for new
purposes appeared. The gate was used for administrative facilities, exhibition
and lecture facilities, auxiliary facilities, and decorative purposes through
accessibility, symbolism, and spatiality. And the method of using the gate
pavilion space was different depending on the city and use, and accordingly,
architectural modifications were made. The direction of the otherization of
the early colonial period showed an incomplete form. Along with its use as
a building symbolizing Joseon, there was a case of focusing on space
utilization, indicating that the early colonial period was a time when
otherization began and a transitional situation.

The role of these gates gradually began to change in different ways in
the late colonial period. First, as the road was expanded, the arrangement of
the gate was found to be the case where the fortress was left, the case
where the road was bypassed, and the case of creating a transportation
island, and this separated the area of the gate and isolated it from the urban
organization. In addition, as the system of state-run construction shifted from
the center to the provinces, new administrative facilities began to be built,
and the need to use the gate for public purposes disappeared. And along
with the tourism promotion policy, the gate was converted into tourism and
used as an exhibition with pre-modern representation. Eventually, with the "
Law for Conservation of Joseon Treasure, Historic Site, Scenic Beauty &
Natural Monument (GAEEYLIFABRALEYERTS)., the role of gate
was established as a cultural property, and this transformation of gate in the

late colonial period shows that complete otherization took place. The gate as
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a cultural property that has lost its function became a result of the
otherization, which was separated from the urban organization and left only
the symbolism of Joseon. This situation of the gates and the cultural
heritage system influenced until after liberation. South and North Korea
maintained the effect of the "Law for Conservation of Joseon Treasure,
Historic Site, Scenic Beauty & Natural Monument (3B8$EYLIFEERAT S
YME1FS)s, and traces of it are confirmed in the designation, repair, and
restoration projects of cultural properties. Today, the restoration of the gate
and the fortress that disappeared during Japanese colonial period is drawing
attention, and the need to consider the process and meaning of the gate
change for proper restoration is increasing.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process through which
pre-modern architecture lost their functional roles and were symbolized in
the gate of Japanese colonial period. Until now, most of the preceding
studies on the gate have been concentrated in the Joseon Dynasty, and the
changes in the gate of Japanese colonial period have been dealt with
fragmentedly in other studies such as fortresses and policies, so they have
not paid attention to the changes in the gate itself. Therefore, it is expected
that this study will fill the insufficient part of the study of gate, and
through this, a new perspective will be presented to understand the gate left

in today's city.

Keywords : Japanese Colonial Period, City Wall, Gate, Gate Pavillion,
Change of Use, Otherization, Tourism, Cultural Property
Student Number : 2020-26572
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