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ABSTRACT

A study on the King Sejong
Institute in Vietnam: Analysing
current operations and suggesting

further improvements

NGUYEN THI THANH TAM

Korean Studies Major

International Studies Department
Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

This research aims to analyze the operating conditions of King
Sejong Institutes in Vietnam and to suggest suggestions for future
development. Before analyzing the current status of King Sejong
Institutes in Vietnam, this paper first looked into the current status of
Korean language education and Korean culture, then identified the
operation of King Sejong Institutes throughout the world. With the
onset and expansion of Hallyu (Korean Wave) from the late 1990s, the
demand for Korean language learning has been increasing consistently.

The Korean government has actively promoted related projects abroad
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to spread the Korean language and culture abroad, and ‘King Sejong
Institute’ is a project among these. King Sejong Institute started with 13
branches in 3 countries in 2007 and has expanded to 234 branches in
82 countries covering 5 continents around the world as of June 2021.
While cooperating with Korean institutions, companies, organizations,
and local institutions, King Sejong Institute overseas experienced several
difficulties, and the Foundation is making great efforts to solve these
problems.

Starting with the establishment of King Sejong Institutes of the
Korean Cultural Center in 2010, there are currently 21 branches of
King Sejong Institute in Vietnam - the largest in the world. King Sejong
Institutes in Vietnam have also grown along with Hallyu and Korean
language education. In this study, in order to understand the operating
conditions of King Sejong Institutes in Vietnam, I first investigated the
current status and trends of Korean language education and Korean
culture in Vietnam. Vietnam is one of the most developed countries as
well as the earliest dissemination of the Korean language and culture.
As an institution in charge of disseminating the Korean language and
culture in the local area, King Sejong Institutes in Vietnam are
receiving a lot of support from the foundation in all aspects, such as
support of developing various curriculum, teaching materials, and
effective operation, etc.

In this study, in order to provide a deep perspective on King Sejong
Institute in Vietnam, four representative operation cases in the region
were selected and analyzed intensively. The four selected King Sejong
Institutes are Haiphong King Sejong Institute in the northern region,
Quy Nhon King Sejong Institute in the central region, King Sejong

Institute Center in the southern region, and King Sejong Institute of the
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Korean Cultural Center. Haiphong King Sejong Institute was selected as
a representative case among King Sejong Institutes in the northern
region as there are educational projects that have been successfully
promoted in connection with partner companies and a positive trend of
increasing the number of students has been detected. Quy Nhon King
Sejong Institute was selected because it is a successful collaboration
type King Sejong Institute between Yongsan-gu Office and the King
Sejong Institute Foundation. In the case of King Sejong Institute Center,
it was established only three years ago, but was introduced because of
the dazzling achievements and the characteristics of the center. The
four case - King Sejong Institute of Korean Cultural Center in Vietnam
was selected because of its longest process of development. In this
paper, it was identified in comparison with King Sejong Institute Center
as two branches share some commons in operating roles.

While King Sejong Institutes in Vietnam have achieved splendid
achievements over the past 12 years, there are also some problems.
For example, there are problems in division of roles between operating
institutions, which was also observed in King Sejong Institutes in other
countries. Besides, there are problems of regional bias in establishing
institutes, and the problem of subsidy settlement. Furthermore, there
are problems with the integration of the institute name among
branches and also problems regarding to the institute’ s homepage
operation.

To solve these problems, this paper suggested six suggestions as
below.

Firstly, it is necessary to establish King Sejong Institutes in blind
spots and emerging-potential areas in addition to cities with high

demand for designating new King Sejong Institutes in the future.
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Secondly, in order to improve the quality of educational programs,
finding local customized demands in various existing educational courses
and creating courses such as local language-Korean language
interpretation and translation course are suggested.

Thirdly, it is necessary to integrate the name of the institute and
the site operation activities.

Fourthly, a division has to be made to divive the roles of King
Sejong Institute of the Cultural Center and King Sejong Institute Center.

Fifthly, King Sejong Institute should prepare a unique event of itself
to flatter it characteristic with private Korean education schools,
universities and related institutions.

Lastly, this paper suggests King Sejong Institutes around the world,
including local King Sejong Institutes, and King Sejong Institute

Foundation to public more information and data.

Keywords: King Sejong Institute, King Sejong Institute in Vietnam,
Korean Education.
Student Number: 2020-26692.
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