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<Abstract>

A Study of Korean Modern Poetry Reading with a
Focus on Ciritical Literacy

-Centered for Chinese Advanced Learners-

This study aims to design the teaching contents for developing advanced
Chinese learners’ critical literacy skills based on Korean modern poetry. As
a foreign language, Korean language education in China continues to emphas
ize on the its functional use. Korean modern poetry is often considered a di
fficult literacy form to understand and is taught by teachers in a 'fill-in-the-
blank' way. The result is that modern poetry education is trapped in the dile
mma of being skill-based. As the world changes day by day, the literacy co
ntent used within a society is ever changing. Hence, language education sho
uld go beyond the basic skill-based level. Overtime, emphasis should be pla
ced on the development of independent thinking skills, the ability to associat
e learning to personal experience and to apply them in a world with diverse
culture. Therefore, Korean language education should consider to gradually i
ncorporate critical literacy into the new teaching objectives.

Nowadays, the study of critical literacy in foreign language education is i
n full swing. In this context, this study adopts a redefinition of critical litera
cy in foreign language and literature education. At the same time, the goal
of modern poetry education is to develop students' ability to think about the
mes, to reflect on life, and to grasp human attitudes. This educational goal i
s in line with the goals of critical literacy education. Therefore, this study i
ntegrates critical literacy into the education of modern poetry in order to ov

ercome the traditional 'fill-in-the-blank' style and design an educational progr
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am to develop the critical thinking skills of student subjects. the author hop
es that this study can shed some light on Korean language education in Chi
na.

Accordingly, This study defines the critical literacy developed through poe
try in foreign language literary education as the ability to interpret the subje
ct of the text, the ability to self-reflect through the text, and the inter-cultur
al ability to engage with the text. The modern poetry education designed by
the author highlights the significant value of modern poetry for improving cr
itical literacy. At the same time, this study specifies the system of modern
poetry education in the center of critical literacy as 'the expansion of an ind
ividual’s interpretation based on their consciousness-making, self-reflection an
d 'cross-cultural attitude formed upon self-cultural awareness'. It aims to reve
al the significant role that modern poetry has played in teaching critical liter
acy.

This study categorizes the responses and profiles of Chinese learners' criti
cal literacy on a case-by-case basis using the educational frame described ea
rlier. The specific classifications of the responses are as follows: By engagin
g in consciousness-based reading that incorporates independent thinking, it en
courages students to read critically. Consequently, students’ consciousness are
likely to be stimulated and the ability to think beyond their understanding of
the text might also be expanded. Secondly, by utilizing their self-reflective a
wareness to engage in self-reflective reading, students can discover that the r
eflective awareness of the speaker in the poem triggers a sense of self-reflec
tion. This self-reflection may then be applied to a variety of social phenome
non based on students’ personal experience. Furthermore, by engaging intel-c
ultural reading using self-cultural awareness, learners will attempt to understa
nd Korean modern poetry based on literatures in their own culture to facilita
te intertextual understanding. It is through this comparison that learners’ own

inter-cultural understanding is deeply enhanced.
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By using the method described above this study provides readers with so
me insights into the instructional contents for educators. It provides a mecha
nism in the form of consciousness that supports the formation of learners’ i
ndependent attitude. It also provides a scaffolding to students’ ability to self-
reflect. In addition, it performs as an educational treatment that guides learn
ers’ thinking to move from comparing cultural differences to integrating cros
s-cultural difference to daily life.

Based on the study method and the findings discussed above, this study f
acilitated the author to design a Korean modern poetry curriculum focusing
on teaching critical literacy. fostering students’ initiative to interpret literature
s using personal attitude; enhancing the ability to participate in self-reflection
through interpreting the literature and relating it to own cultural background;
and achieving inter-cultural perspective taking with the deconstruction of ow
n identify followed by the reconstruction of inter-cultural identities. The edu
cational content of this study is designed to facilitate the development of in
dividual’s perception and awareness though literacy schema and real world c
onsciousness. It also fosters a meta-understanding between poetry and its ass
ociation to the society. Furthermore, it assists with the stand of inter-cultural
perspectives through recognition of relativity.

In summary, this study not only has redefined critical literacy in the cont
ext of foreign literature education, it also has significant implications in inco
rporating Korean modern poetry in reading for teaching critical literacy to C

hinese students.

Keywords: Critical Literacy, Korean modern poetry, Advanced Chinese
Learners, Independent thinking skills, Self-reflection, Inter-cultural
understanding.

Student’s ID: 2019-37148
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