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48 M 235 | 042 |39 | ME HadHz M 3.79 | 094
LA EA{ 2 3.88 | 0.15 | 40 | XA 3.84 | 133
U =M 353 | 018 | 41 | UT ZAT 321 | 143
Mz Z AR 263 | 1.08 | 42 | MOIE ZAf2 191 | 1.13
s = 324 | 046 | 43 | O|TIOL7|EH = A2 313 | 0.26
AEEEE =AM 188 | 020 |44 | B2 ZE ZA 3.28 | 0.57
ZEHAHBSIYE S | 272 | 115 | 45 | 98 77 ZA# 298 | 0.11
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Abstract
A Study on the Reading Room
Changes in Public Libraries
Following the Policy Changes

JEONG, Tae Kwon
Department of Architecture &

Architectural Engineering
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to prepare basic data to judge the openness of public
libraries as open places according to their place meaning. Today, as public
libraries overcome their place limitations through various media, it has become
complex space for a social function that gathers and connects people, not just
a place to acquire knowledge. As the spatial composition of public libraries
become complex and space focusing user, the reading methods are diversified,
and various reading space for this are appearing. Therefore, as public libraries’
programs become more diverse, this study analyzes the reading space of
user—centred public libraries and aims to examine public libraries as open

places through objective data.

To conduct a systematic study, this study was conducted in the

- 126 -



following order.

First, this study conducts theoretical considerations about the spatial
composition of public libraries that have been built from the past to the
present. The spatial characteristics of public libraries, which appeared in the
modern era of Korea up to today, were observed along with national policies.
In addition, it is necessary to understand the social background related to the
establishment of public libraries today by investigating the institutional changes
that have affected public libraries’ space.

Second, the direction of spatial analysis was organized to analyze the
spatial structure of public libraries. To do this, the aspect and composition of
unit organizations are identified to understand the spatial organization
characteristics of public libraries. And, to observe the extent to which users
recognize the public library space, the visible area of the space is identified in
terms of spatial topology. Also, understand the significance of the set analysis
tool for spatial analysis and understand the influence it has on openness. In
the theoretical study stage, it is necessary to identify the meaning of the set
analysis tool for spatial analysis and its influence on openness.

Third, in order to conduct objective spatial analysis, a quantitative
analysis method is introduced to establish an objective analysis framework. The
case of the public libraries selected for study is analyzed with the analysis tool
to find the spatial characteristics and analyze the quantified figures. By
analyzing the data obtained through spatial analysis, this chapter examines the
role of public libraries. To this end, ‘J-Graph(Justified Graph)" and
‘V.G.A(Visual Graph Analysis)’ are used to calculate data on spatial depth,
accessibility, visual integration, and visible area of the reading space in public
libraries.

Forth, Based on the results quantified through analysis tools, this study
examines the chronological characteristics and change of public libraries and
identifies the characteristics of the spatial structure by period by synthesizing
the patterns of spatial change and the calculated graphs. The characteristics

derived serve as data to judge the openness of public libraries. Furthermore, it
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will be basic data to guess the planning direction of the spatial structure of
the next—generation public libraries.

Fifth, the data combining the results obtained through the analysis
tool will judge the spatial and social meaning of public libraries as open spaces

and seek the direction of public libraries to move forward.

This study understands the overall spatial organization with the spatial
composition and visual environment of public libraries along with the order of
research, and in particular, analysis of the data that analyze the reading space
through an objective analysis tool in chronological order. The results of the
study on the degree of openness of reading space are as follows by analyzing

the spatial composition of the reading space in the public libraries.

First, the reading space was planned in an open position in the public
libraries over time. It was confirmed that the reading space was planned on
the lower floors, which are easy for users to access better than before 2000
public libraries, where administrator—oriented spaces for efficient control were
mainly planned on the high floors. Also, it was analyzed that the depth of
space after 2000 decreased for visitors reach the reading space since the digital
reading room and children’s reading space prepared by the national policy
were planned on the lower floors.

Second, there was no significant change in accessibility compared to
the reduced depth of the reading space. In particular, it was seen that the
accessibility of the reading space increased after the ‘design competition
opening period’, the reason can be understood that the previous approaches to
reading space did not deviate much from the spatial organization that could
only be reached by passing through halls can corridors. In other words, it
means that the reading space is still being planned in the same way that
visitors can control, even though the spatial hierarchy of the reading space in
the ‘opening period of the design competition’ was reduced.

Third, the visual status of the entire public libraries space and reading

space shows an increasing trend. The spatial organization of public libraries in
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the ‘period of opening of local governments’ was complex with various reading
rooms and cultural facilities. Accordingly, the large hall prepared to easily
recognize the location of the facility improved the visual environment of the
public libraries. Afterwards, in the ‘period of opening of local governments’, the
visual environment of public libraries has been improved as the reading space
has been expanded to a common space, showing an integrated spatial
composition. Also, it can be seen that public libraries are being transformed
into democratic places for the public rather than subject to management by a
specific group from the point of view that the expanded reading space allows
administrators and visitors to grasp each other’s location and behaviour.

Forth, the perceptible range of the reading space shows different
aspects by period compared to the improved visual environment for public
library space organization. In addition, it is analyzed that public libraries in the
‘central government—led period’, which was observed as a trend of decline,
became smaller as time passed and operated by local governments and
administrative districts, and the visible area for the reading space has decreased
as it becomes complex with other facilities. This suggests that the role of
public libraries is expanding not only as a place for simple reading of

materials, but also as a place for complex culture.

Combining the above analysis results, the current reading space of
public libraries can be evaluated as a spatial composition with higher openness
than in the past since the reading space is placed in a location that is easy for
users to access ways has diversified along with it. However, it was revealed
that the past spatial composition of accessing the reading space through the
hall or hallway was still maintained, and that visitors had to use the reading
facilities in a controlled reading state. Also, it was analyzed that the awareness
of the reading space inside the library decreased while the visual environment
of the entire space of the public library improved. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the spatial organization of domestic public libraries is
insufficient for the 'library as an open place' proposed by the government.

Considering the overall analysis results, it is necessary to find a way
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to use the reading space more organically and freely by considering the
correlation with other facilities centring on the reading space in the plan of the
public libraries in the future. Furthermore, it is necessary to continuously
explore the relationship between the reading space and other facilities by space

and area.

keywords : Public Libraries, Reading Space, Reading Room, Openness,
Justified Graph, Correlation Coefficient
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