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Abstract

Visualization of Childhood Play

Memory

- Based on My Artworks -

Kang Yeon Ji

Oriental Painting Dept. of Fine Art
The Graduate school

Seoul National University

The subject of this paper is the research I have conducted on the
theme “Childhood Play Memory” between 2018 and now. Most of my
work consists of flat painting which display various scenes based on the
topic. I have analyzed the background and the purpose of the work as
well as screens through researching the theoretical context and
production processes. Furthermore, I have examined key features of
formations and the direction of how techniques on materials will go
forward in my works.

Artists constantly create things that are not in this world. Prior
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to persistent creative activities for my whole life, I began to ask who I
am and what could be sustainable subjects for my work. To find the
answer to this question, I began to think of my first experiences of
drawing, and this reminded me of scribbling or coloring without any
concerns back in my childhood. I felt the original pleasure of drawing,
and this began to flow into memories of pleasant play. It was my first
experience of childhood play memories. After that, while specifying my
memories related to the work, I began to analyze the relevant theories
and structure of my memories.

My study of “Childhood play memory” began with dividing play
memories into play and memory, and searching for their point of
contact through literature research. The space where child’ s play is
separated from their daily lives, and they feel joy in this process of
playing. The definition of play is analyzed by focusing on the
perspective of Johan Huizinga. In addition, the aspect of play in
childhood expands to psychological happiness through my work, which is
interpreted by the perspective of Zhuang Zhou. A pleasant memory of
play does not get forgotten and remains permanently in our
unconsciousness. It does not come across in mind in normal days, but it
appears impulsively in mind from unconsciousness, and [ investigated
this based on Bergson’s Image Memory and Freud’s Theory of
Unconsciousness. After that, [ laid the foundation of a way of my

formative expression by analyzing artists’ works which are similar to
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the theme and the form [ wanted to express within art history.
Through previous literature studies, I would like to examine the
arguments based on childhood play memory through classifying my
personal play memory. Play memories are classified into actions, spaces,
and senses, respectively, and they are described by the direction and
content of the work. Play behaviors are classified and described by
graffiti, and each behavior was analyzed based on the classification of
Kaiwa’s Play, and furthermore, space and sense are classified by their
contents and set the fundamental basis for the subsequent expression
methods in detail.

Various methods are used based on the type of memory whilst
the play memory is expressed on a painting. The most fundamental
process is a reminiscence through photographic references, and the
content of this process is developed by introducing the types of
photographic references. I explored the items that are based on visual
reference and that are without visual reference, and I described from
the drawing process to the method of screen composition.

All the steps from drawing to analysis of the work divided the
repetitive formative features of my work into shape simplification,
screen superposition, and line composition. Also, I have examined these
analyzed works with their prominent features. The material techniques
were divided into the use of paper, dry materials, and acrylic, and the

justification of use was investigated describing the purpose and
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experimental process of each material.

Finally, T would like to draw conclusions on theory, work
analysis, formative features, and material technique analysis through
this study, and derive the distinctive feature and originality of my work
that I have learned. My paper concludes with reflections on which key
areas were missed when examining the research for this paper

mentioning the future plans for further works.

Keywords : childhood, play, memory, pleasure, visualization, drawing,

abstract, mixed media

Student Number : 2018-20277
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