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Abstract

This thesis covers duty assigned to the platform operator
concerning fairness. For this purpose we focus on platform
neutrality regulation. We can see that disscussion about
platform neutrality came from dispute about ‘net neutrality’. As
it was required for the network operator to fairly treat the
users of the network, it is required for platform operator to
treat their clients fairly.

Lately jurisdictions like FEurope are globally introducing
legislation or regulation requiring ‘neutrality’ duty to platforms.
However there are few arguments concerning it's justification.
Hence this thesis discuss about why platforms should have a
duty to act neutrally and how the duty should be imposed.
Primarily, to discuss about theoretical foundation about
platform regulation we can consider theoretical basis for
telecommunication industry regulation. Natural Monopoly
Theory, Network Effect Theory, Public Goods Theory,
Universal Service Theory, Essential Facilities Theory, Media
Separation Theory, Social Value Theory are such foundation.
Considering difference in public goods the service generate in
telecommunication and platform industry, we can consider
Essential Facilities Theory, Natural Monopoly Theory as the
main grounds for platform neutrality regulation.

Considering the above grounds, to demand platform to be
neutral we should consider the industry and it's characteristics,

the platforms influence. However, it is questionable whether the
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current regulation for platform and concerning legislations are
constructed under such consideration. Moreover, there 1is
concern that indiscriminate regulation may come out since
governments are concerned about the economic power of
platforms. Through this study closer examination can be made
about fairness regulation about platform and it can be a
foudation for following platform regulation concerning fairness

regulation.
Key words: Platform Neutrality, Net Neutrality, Essential

Facilities Theory, Natural Monopoly Theory
Student ID: 2020-26804
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