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Abstract

Socio—material contact

with the meaning of class

: Focusing on the case of

Korean—-language classes in middle school

Cho, Sungwon
Department of Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study defined the understanding of school classes solely in
an anthropocentric manner as problematic, and explored the
significance of school classes in a socio—materialistic manner based
on new-materialism. For this matter, this research analyzed complex
networks where diverse substances were involved during classes,
especially during Korean-language classes in middle school, in terms
of new materialism standpoint. This study highly focused on

‘non-human’ substances, which had been disregarded in the history of
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class studies, and placed non-humans as the same and equal agent
as humans who exercise the power. Thereafter, this research
examined how dynamics of power created by the assemblages of
substances changed teachers and students. Participatory observations
and interviews were conducted to collect data and local data was also
referenced. The analysis and interpretation of the collected data was
processed according to the research questions and new materialism,
which is the theoretical backbone of this study, played a critical role

in doing so.

Research questions are as follows:

First, how do networks of substances overarching
Korean-languages classes intra—act with regards to class
participation?

Second, how do students and teachers experience ‘becoming’ in the
assemblage of Korean-language classes?

Third, what is the limitation of current school classes through the
lens of new materialism and what could be the alternative solution

towards it?

First research revealed that the participants’ classes consist of
assemblages(an array or arrangement of substances), and numerous
factors such as humans, non-humans or even thoughts, memories,
emotions and desires, all of which can be classified as so-—called
human components, were involved in the assemblage. Once an
assemblage was generated, it did not remain intact, rather it kept
being reorganized repeatedly. Various substances participating in
Korean language classes were identified, and among them, the

emergence of substances and the dynamics of classes it brings were
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examined by paying attention to non-human agent ‘a notebook’. It
was redefined by connecting to different components of the classes
and ultimately modified the form and the status of the classes. This
study focused on its appearance and the dynamics of classes up until
this notebook brought about new order to the classes. The classes
were expanded due to the extent of time and space where classes
took place, the depth of students’ reasoning or to the execution of
educational curriculums and policies. In some other cases, classes
were suspended by failing to make relationships, discontinuity of
lecturers, embrace of abandonment and resignation from students, all
caused by substances the classes got involved in.

Second research showed that students and teachers experienced
various ‘becomings’, obtaining completely new identities in the array
of substances that formed Korean-language classes. These could be
categorized as ‘Self-objectification in the process of thinking’,
‘Connection to new body occurred by isolations from customary
actions’ or ‘Finding a voice through learning as a life’. On the first
hand, most thinking between teachers and students during classes
took place forcefully by accidental encounters with substances, not
voluntarily by needs and urges. Moreover, students went through
fragmented reasoning by dealing with problems which could not be
solved through socially standardized and dominant knowledge they
had possessed beforehand.

‘Becoming’ of teachers and students were not limited to logical
human interactions such as thinking and reasoning. Research
participants, who received discriminatory recognition within the norms
implicitly embedded in school classes, faced a moment of escaping
from this within the entangled arrangement of humans and

non—humans, which was observed through the bodies of the research
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participants. The participants in the study were disconnected from
their obsession with learning goals, they could embody an attitude of
waiting. Teachers who were disconnected from students as teaching
objects recognized students as they were, students also fully accepted
themselves.

Finally, 'becoming’ was associated with identity. Through learning
as a life, not knowing, students went to find their own voices.
Participants in the study showed the process of becoming a minority
by escaping from a large number of voices, entangled in the
arrangement of teachers, class contents, Korean materials, notebooks,
and comments in classes.

The third research examined critically the significance of current
school classes and explored the alternative significance of them. First,
school classes are composed of an assemblage where humans and
non-humans are involved altogether. While teachers and students,
once regarded as ‘main protagonists’ of classes, acted on their free
will and disclose independent and autonomous characteristics, they
were passively exposed to signs and symbols that curriculums and
diverse substances fume out. Each substance contains its own
customary meaning but also contained new and various meanings,
acquired by connection to other substances.

Second, school classes could take place outside the standardized
formats. Beliefs and goals that teachers drove were not only for the
class itself, but also for the broader context of ‘life’. Educational
experience that ought to be provided to students was not something
strictly planned in advance, rather it was something that teachers
should elaborate on ad-hoc basis while capturing diverse signs that
students released through their bodies during classes. Therefore, the

achievement of class objectives was observed long after the official
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assessment and this broke down the conventional path of the
standardized classes.

Third, school classes entail areas that cannot be observed. School
classes are not simple equations and it is quite absurd to assume
with the optimistic view that teachers’ input, mostly the offer of
knowledge, to students would result in observable outputs. During the
research, teachers were not able to observe anything whatsoever
while students who faced problems were going through reasoning,
not to mention that it was almost impossible to capture every single
detail of the changes that occurred in the students’ bodies.

Fourth, School classes have a working relationship between
inclusion and exclusion. Even during the class, the existence included
in ‘we’ could be part of it. Education has always valued the value of
human existence, but someone or something has often been alienated
from the classroom, and power relationship between dominance and
obedience that exists in the class has been well concealed, which
obviously did exist.

This study, which possessed a new materialistic view on classes,
brought about a meaningful journey to find answers to the questions
which were ignored throughout the time but were important to
understand the whole system of education. This study has the
significance of igniting new insight on “What indeed is a school
class?” by revealing the non-human characteristics of education
through the lens of new materialism and by proving the power of

other substances appeared during classes.
keywords : School class, the meaning of class, socio—material

access, New Materialism, materiality,
Student Number : 2020-27200
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