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Abstract

A Study on the Limitations of
Learning Experience in the
Social Science and Law Area
and Alternative Learning

Experience

- Focusing on the Fundamental Rights of

Freedom -

Hyowhan Jung
Department of Social Studies Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University
Major Advisor : Sung-Hyeok Park, Ph.D.

The concept of rights occupies an important position within the
social studies and law education. The social studies department is
obligated to convey the citizenship necessary to solve individual and
social problems in civil society, and in this case, citizenship 1is
inherent in the ability to demand their legitimate rights as much as

possible. In this way, social studies should be able to properly convey
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the concept of rights, the essence of citizenship, to learners and
induce meaningful learning experiences. According to this context and
importance, there is also a view that the essence of legal education is
returned to rights education.

However, most learners today are unaware of the lack of
knowledge of rights, as well as how to exercise rights correctly and
think critically. Most of the rights education in the social and legal
fields for learners is conducted only in the form of listing the types
of rights. This type of education limits the opportunity to think about
the infringement of other people’s rights, restrictions on their rights,
and how to properly exercise their rights, and ultimately, fostering
citizenship necessary for civil society i1s also likely to fail. In other
words, learners have a limited learning experience in the knowledge
area among the contents related to the knowledge, function, value,
and attitude of rights.

In addition, the abstraction of the concept of rights causes learners
to feel unfamiliar and difficult about the concept of rights. Therefore,
it 1s highly related to learners’ lives, and it 1S necessary to provide
learning experiences focusing on the contents that learners can find
in their own living areas. Nevertheless, current rights education
delivers learning experiences focusing on cases that are less relevant
to descriptions of forms unrelated to the context of learners’ lives.

Based on this problem consciousness, this study aims to critically
examine what and how the concept of rights within the current social
studies and legal education conveys. In particular, this study was
conducted focusing on the basic rights of free rights. In the case of
the right to freedom, it is one of the core competencies of citizenship
and 1s a key right that needs to have high importance in social

studies and have meaningful learning experiences. Therefore, in
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addition to the transmission of biased knowledge related to the
concept and type of freedom, the learning experience of freedom
should be organized in various directions, such as the relationship
between other people’s rights and how to exercise it correctly.

In response to this discussion, this study attempted to find out
whether the right of freedom learning experience in the current social
studies and law field delivers meaningful content to learners, and
analyzed the contents by analyzing high school 'integrated society |
and politics and law; textbooks. Prior to this, elements of learning
experience of freedom were extracted, focusing on the discourse of
rights discussed in law and the theoretical background related to
freedom. In addition, Dewey’s concept of life interest was used as a
concept to understand whether learning experiences related to
learners’ living areas were presented.

An analysis framework was designed focusing on the elements
related to the learning experience of freedom identified from the
theoretical background, and through this, the elements of the learning
experience of freedom were critically reviewed in high school

"integrated society; and 'politics and law,; textbooks. At this
time, this study conducted textbook analysis through the content
analysis method, which is an analysis method that derives valid
reasoning from data. This is largely divided into quantitative content
analysis and qualitative content analysis, and this study used a

complementary mixture of the two methods. The results of the
content analysis are as follows.

The current freedom learning experience focused on the knowledge
area among the various aspects of freedom, and among them, content
related to what the definition of freedom was and what kind of

freedom was accounted for a high proportion. In addition, the
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presented content was also presented in a form unrelated to the
learners’ lives. This characteristic leads to the following problems.

First, there is a problem that the cognitive burden increases when
learners learn the content of freedom. If the concepts are continuously
listed without a specific explanation, the learner is in a situation
where memorization i1s repeated meaninglessly.

Second, there is a limit to fully learning the dynamic side of the
right to freedom. The ultimate goal of learning the right to freedom
in social studies is not to understand the definition of a fragmentary
concept. It is about realizing what it means to claim one’s freedom,
and knowing how to relate to the rights of others and how to use
them in this process. However, there are limitations in achieving
these goals through the current learning experience of the free right
to freedom.

Therefore, this study proposed a comprehensive right to freedom
centered on the general right to freedom of action as an alternative right
learning experience. The current content of freedom and basic rights
presented individual rights in a disconnected form. Therefore, learners are
no different from learning the contents of individual rights from each
other, and through this, there are limitations in grasping the correlation
between freedom rights in each area. To compensate for this, this study
suggested a form of learning experience in which a comprehensive form
of freedom area was first presented and then a discussion on freedom

expressed within a specific living area was conducted.

keywords : the right of freedom, learning experience, concept of
life interest, comprehensive freedom, politics and law,
integrated society

Student Numpber : 2021-21480
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