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Abstract

A Study on Educational Objectives
of Integrated Secondary Social

Studies Curriculum

Lim So—jung
The Department of Social Studies Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Social studies is a subject that fosters knowledge, skills, values,
and attitudes necessary to live in a modern democratic society. In
modern democratic society, the amount of knowledge and information
1s increasing rapidly, and society is changing very quickly compared
to the past. In addition, various value conflicts are occurring sharply
around the world. In order to properly cope with the rapidly changing
society, democratic citizens are required to have the ability to
comprehensively understand the situation and think creatively. In
addition, an attitude of empathy or respect is required to wisely cope
with value conflicts. Since it i1s difficult to cultivated these skills and
attitudes only with the departmental curriculum, since the 1990s,
interest in the integrated curriculum has been increasing worldwide.

The domestic social studies department has designed and operated

an integrated curriculum since its introduction. But since 2010, it has
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begun to apply with interest in the integrated curriculum in earnest.
However there 1s still no proper integrated curriculum in the
secondary social studies department, and teachers are not familiar
with the design method or evaluation method of integrated classes.
There may be several reasons why the integrated curriculum is
difficult to settle in the social studies department, but this study
noted the lack of consideration and clarification of the objectives of
the integrated curriculum in the secondary social studies department.
In fact, although the integrated curriculum has been operated for a
long time in the secondary social studies department, research on
what educational objectives can be achieved through the integrated
curriculum is very insufficient. As a result, at the curriculum level,
the goal 1s unclear, so it i1s not possible to properly integrate the
educational contents. And since integration is not properly established
and objectives are not specified at the curriculum level, teachers also
have difficulty in practicing the integrated curriculum.

According to the above problem consciousness, this study
established a research problem called '"What i1s the core educational
objectives of the integrated secondary social studies curriculum?’. For
the research problem, this study first started with the establishment
of the objectives of the general integrated curriculum. As a result of
reviewing previous studies, the goals of the integrated curriculum
presented in the existing discussions lacked systemicity and
specificity and did not reflect the nature of the integrated curriculum.
In order to supplement this, this study revealed the goals of the
integrated curriculum based on the meaning of the integrated
curriculum and the three sources of educational goals (learners,
modern society, and subject experts) suggested by Tyler, and

presented specific objectives to achieve that goals by dividing them

- 127 -



into content elements and behavioral goals. After that, the theoretical
basis for how the objectives can be achieved through the integrated
curriculum was presented.

After the establishment of the objectives of the general integrated
curriculum, the objectives of the integrated secondary social studies
curriculum were specifically derived by applying them to social studies
education. As a content element of the integrated secondary social
studies curriculum, social phenomena that can be sufficiently dealt
with only with the contents of geography, history, and general society
were selected. As a result, eight social phenomena such as gender
inequality, cultural diversity, and human rights were exemplified.

The behavioral objectives of the integrated secondary social studies
curriculum were presented by dividing them into objectives in terms of
knowledge, skill and value-attitude. In terms of knowledge, three
objectives were presented: ‘Can recognize the interrelationship of the
contents of geographical, historical, and general social fields in
relation to social phenomena’, ‘Can comprehensively understand social
phenomena’, and ‘Can grasp the essence of social phenomena’. In terms
of skills, four objectives were presented: ‘Can comprehensively
recognize and solve social problems’, ‘Can understand and solve social
problems from a living point fo view’, ‘Can think critically about each
perspective of geography, history, and general society’, and ‘When
faced with a problem or a new situation, can combine the contents of
geography, history, and general society to present new solutions’. In
terms of value-attitude, three objectives were presented: ‘Can
independently make value judgments about social phenomena’, ‘Can
empathize with people related to social phenomena’, and ‘Can respect
the existence of people related to social phenomena as they are’. And it

was revealed that achieving these goals contributes to the cultivation
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of citizenship that social studies education ultimately pursues.

Finally, the model of the integrated secondary social studies curriculum
suitable for achieving the objectives of the integrated secondary social
studies curriculum presented in this study was exemplified. Through
this, it was intended to help understand the objectives of the integrated
secondary social studies curriculum and to help implement the
integrated secondary social studies curriculum in the field.

The significance of this study is that it laid the foundation for the
design and practice of a systematic integrated secondary social
studies curriculum. Until now, the educational objectives pursued by
the integrated curriculum in the secondary social studies department
have been unclear, so there have been many difficulties 1n the
process of designing the curriculum. In addition, many teachers in the
school field understand the necessity of the integrated curriculum, but
have had difficulty in designing and proceeding classes because they
do not know what learning results to derive. Although this study is
not sufficient, it laid the foundation for the design and practice of a
systematic secondary social studies integrated curriculum by
specifically presenting the minimum objectives that the integrated
secondary social studies curriculum should pursue. However, in order
for this to actually move forward with the design and implementation
of the integrated secondary social studies curriculum, follow-up
studies need to be conducted, such as elaborating educational

objectives and empirically verifying whether each goal 1s achieved.

keywords : social studies education, integrated curriculum, integrated
social studies curriculum, curriculum objectives,
principles for establishment of curriculum objectives
Student Number : 2020-24022
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