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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on Jeong do-jeon’s
Bul-Ssi—-Jab-Byeon

Bae, Yunhye
Department of Ethics Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this thesis is mainly to analyze Jeong do—jeon(ffi&
{#)’s Neo—Confucian thought and its significance as shown in
Bul-Ssi-Jab-Byeon( T#CHEHE; ) of Jeong do-jeon. This thesis
analyzes the theory of li-qi(#%) and the theory of mind shown in
Bul-Ssi—Jab-Byeon, and considers some ways to apply the moral
philosophical implications derived from this to modern moral
education.

So far, research on Jeong do-jeon’s thought has been mainly
focused on the political aspect. And the philosophical aspect has not
been analyzed in depth. However, Jeong do-jeon criticized the
existing Buddhist thought and tried to establish a moral order to
replace Buddhism in order to correct the contemporary society. For
this, he subjectively accepted and interpreted Neo-Confucianism and
made it the theoretical basis of his argument. Therefore, I examine

Jeong do-jeon’s thoughts as a whole, focusing on his criticism of
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Buddhism, and discuss the significance of his moral principles. To
develop such a discussion, this thesis has three points.

Firstly, I examine the historical significance of Bul-Ssi—Jab-Byeon.
Bul-Ssi—Jab-Byeon developed a criticism of Buddhism from the
theoretical and social aspects, which 1s comprehensive and
systematic. In this process, it logically presents the Neo—Confucian
theory corresponding to Buddhism. I examine that it stems from
Jeong Do-jeon’s purpose to replace Buddhism with the rational
morality of Confucianism.

Next, in the dimension of ontology and mind theory, I try to grasp
the contents and significance of the criticism of Buddhism in
MBulssijabbyeon; . Bul-Ssi-Jab-Byeon's theory system of
Neo-Confucianism revolves around the concept of moral principle.
Jeong do-jeon believed that the composition of the world does not
follow a fixed principle such as the Buddhist theory of reincarnation,
but happens by chance due to the change of qi(%). Therefore, we
must overcome and prevent the bias of qi by revealing rational
moral principles. We must also ensure that the world continues to
develop. On the inner side of the individual, the human mind is not
identical with nature as in Buddhist theory, but composed of gi and
1s easily responsive to external stimuli. Therefore, we must control it
with the principle, li(¥#) we have sought in our nature.

Lastly, I examine how to apply Jeong do-jeon’s ideas iIn
Bul-Ssi—Jab-Byeon to modern moral education. Bul-Ssi—-Jab-Byeon is
described in a way that criticizes Buddhist theories from a Confucian
perspective. This process of criticism 1s absolutely necessary to
correct the errors of moral intuition and customs derived from
thinking habits and to think rationally. In addition, by applying moral

principles to reality, we solve common problems and help the
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development of the world. In this respect, Jeong do—jeon proposes a
moral subject who actively participates in the community. In this
thesis, I analyze the significance of moral education shown in
Bul-Ssi—-Jab-Byeon as above and discuss concrete ways to realize it

in class.

Keywords: Jeong Do-jeon, Bul-Ssi-Jab-Byeon, moral reason,
criticism of Buddhism, moral education
Student number: 2019-25079
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