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Abstract

A study on the virtue concept
and imperfect duties of Kant's

ethics

Park, Jinsung
Department of Ethics Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Kant’'s ethics i1s rational-centered ethics, and it is widely known
that it has moral value only when all inclinations are excluded.
Obviously, inclinations in moral behavior are likely to lead humans to
the wrong path, and if inclination becomes the only motivation in
moral judgment, the action becomes worthless. For humans, who are
overlapping beings belonging to the phenomenon world and the
intelligible world, I wondered whether all inclinations really played no
role in morality. Kant’'s critical descriptions of inclinations stand out
in his critical period, "Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals”
and "Critique of Practical Reason,” but his post-critic writings "The

Metaphysics of Morals” and "Anthropology from a Pragmatic Point of
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View” point of view also point out that emotions, virtues, and joy are
very important factors in human life and ethics. The guidance of
reason, controlled innate inclination, suppresses the inclination against
other duties, but makes humans virtuous, enabling broader moral
integrity.

Referring to these parts, it will be revealed that there is another
concept of virtue other than the concept of virtue that has been
traditionally understood within Kant's ethics. Mainly, Kant’'s concept
of virtue was found to be contrary to inclination and to overcome
inclination. However, after the critical period, Kant refers to the duty
of virtue (imperfect duties), which is both a duty and an objective,
and stipulates that his perfection and the happiness of others fall
under this. Here, I saw that perfect duties, such as "Don’t lie” and
"Don’t kill yourself” can be discussed in terms of right or wrong, but
that perfecting oneself and making others happy is often implied not
only in the dimension of right or wrong, but also the good or level
(degree) commonly referred to in virtue ethics. Kant defined moral
feelings, conscience, love for neighbors, and respect for himself as
representative a priori feelings, and also acknowledged these feelings,
saying that gratitude, love, and respect are duties, and empathy are
generally duties. It 1is necessary to personally develop desirable
inclinations that can suppress the inclination against duty while
meeting duties to make oneself more perfect and happier for others.
Therefore, after the critical period, Kant’'s concept of virtue should be
reflected in the opinion that he should develop character and become
a virtuous person by developing desirable inclinations that conform to
reason but follow the control of reason. I would like to finally argue
that there are two concepts of virtue within Kant's ethics, and that

inclination 1s essential to the concept of virtue after a critical period,
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and that if you develop and become a virtuous person and perform
imperfect duties, you are closer to moral integrity than those who
perform perfect duties only with reason.

In this paper, I want to investigate the role of reason-controlled
inclinations and virtues within the Kantian ethics system, as well as
how these virtues can be found and how they relate to imperfect
duties. Through this, there are inclinations to be recognized within
Kant’s ethics, and I want to reveal that some inclinations contribute
to moral integrity, and this inclinations help conform to duties rather
than good that encompasses other positive emotions in moral ethics,
but prioritizes right. In Kant’s ethics, which has been understood as
the presentation and implementation of principles, the development of

character has great implications in morals and ethics education.
keywords : inclination, virtue, imperfect duties, the virtue of

prioritizing right, character development
Student Number : 2021-26455
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