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7te] dFog T Pu A e SEEY RFsty EEFa, 19
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2 Agd. O BN FAREL 222 E ddVxY &Y A

o &713}

2 JAYeH, B4 A fdFe A d2 gl 44
AL, 2 718 A F wrZE oAl 7Aook
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B Az
ANASE, 3 AAFIY F71Fde 2/l 4 19709HE A
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ATFoNAME A7 FoAR 2ol oA QD e HAntelA 53 Add
AZA7A~25MD e = “RIZRE A7)0 o Aol o] A X &HE oY
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Abstract

‘Survival’ before Climate and Environment

- A qualitative research on Perceptions and Beliefs on

Climate and Environment of Participants in the Taegeukgi Rally -

HyeJung Shin
The Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Program in
Environmental Education

Seoul National University

Korean public opinions on climate change, which are highly aware of
the seriousness but weak in response and practice could be seemed
response skepticism, a sort of climate skepticism. A topical life history
qualitative interview data from four participants in the Taegeukgi rally
indicates how response skepticism is formed and maintained. This study
looks at the participants of the Taegeukgi rally as a political generation
unit  that shares strong growth ideology, nationalism, and
anti-communism, having the 1970s during the Park Chung-hee regime
as their ‘hometown of time’ which means critical period of life.

This study finds that nationalism and growth ideology based on
survivalism is embedded at the core of response skepticism. The world
view of growth ideology, absolutised by the precarious division of
Korean peninsula and survivalism that it must develop constantly to
survive competition in the world, is based on a linear historical view of
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social evolution and state-centered, human-centered hierarchical
ontology. Here, climate change is not a real problem, and the
environmental issues are marginalized and otherized.

The participants of the study approach climate and environmental
issues primarily through state-centered problem-solving discourses.
However when this eventually faces limitations in climate change that
the state cannot solve, the participants use the rhetorics(*What can we
do in this small country” and “Look at China“) that justify it. They are
pessimistic about the future of the planet. They recognize long-term
global limitations but have no choice but to prioritize immediate
economic survival. This study calls this survivalism of participants as

‘survavalism with resignation’ .

It can be inferred that the survivalist values of the participants were
formed from the life experience of chaos and poverty before and after
war, and embedding the survial oriented development ideology of the
state and society. This survivalist value is being regenerated and
reinforced through learning communities such as Taegeukgi rallies and
conservative YouTube channels, which share similar values with the
participants.

Climate and environmental communication and education in the future
needs to be planned in consideration of such survivalist characterics of
Korean society, groups, and individuals. The enlightening education with
premise of “They will act once they get to know" is unlikely to work.
Memories of the Korean War are gradually fading over time, but the
division of Korea and the survivalism are still valid in Korean society.
We can ask whether it is not just the participants but also the Korean
society and education who continues survivalism and growth oriented
assimilation learning.

The participants’ perceptions and narratives of response skepticism
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on climate and environment are not unique to the participants, but are
quite universally observed throughout Korean society. Further studies
on various spectrum of response skepticism and survivalism are
required to answer the question of how response skepticism are formed
and supported in other groups and other generations.

keywords : response skepticism, climate skepticism, survivalism, growth
ideology, Taegukgi rally
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