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Abstract

A Qualitative Case Study on the
Process of Forming Ecological

Citizenship of Artists

Jiyvoung KIM
Interdisciplinary Program in Environmental Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The discourse on sustainability is an important topic in the
current art world. Sustainability—related exhibitions and various
exhibition—linked programs are underway, led by major national cultural
and artistic institutions such as the National Museum of Contemporary
Art and the National Museum of Korea. Art is at the heart of it, and
behind it are artists who have solved their own problems about
sustainability in their own ways. In the process of expression for artists
that seem disparate at first glance, there is a shared sense of problems
stemming from social problems and there is room for environmental
education implications in that they presented a better direction through

expression,
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Therefore, through a qualitative case study of eight artists, this
study examines the process of forming ecological citizenship of artists
dealing with cognizance of various problems in the era of the climate
crisis. Afterward, this study derives what influences the formation of the
artist's ecological citizenship and how the formation of ecological
citizenship influences the process and life of works, and environmental
educational implications, finding the following results.

First, it was found that the factors influencing the formation of
an artist's ecological citizenship were the overall expression process and
Transformative competence. Artists have exercised their agency in the
process of life and expression, which has helped strengthen their
Transformative competence. This creates opportunities for artists to
move in the direction of ecological citizenship when faced with
dilemmas stemming from the climate crisis.

Second, it was possible to grasp how the formation of artists’
ecological citizenship influences their work processes and life. Artists
reflected on their human-—centric thinking through the process of
forming ecological citizenship, which offers opportunities to reflect on
their thinking and life. They sought ways to change in their private
domains of work—such as selecting materials and selecting themes—and
created opportunities to reflect back on their entire lives and expand
their areas of consideration for actions.

Third, it was possible to derive the environmental education
implications of the artist's process of forming ecological citizenship. A
sense of problem continues to be raised about the fragmentary delivery
of norms and knowledge as part of current environmental education. By

constructing an  educational method that «can comprehensively
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demonstrate one's capabilities through the expression process, alternatives
can be presented to formal and non—formal education processes that
have limitations in terms of losing balance. Examples include forming
art projects by linking the level of students and appropriate issues or
placing cooperative elements that can support them throughout the
school culture.

Finally, sociocultural meaning can also be derived. Artists
expanded the categories of perception and reflection through interactions
with their audiences. Therefore, cultural and artistic institutions and
educational institutions need to expand their discourse on sustainability

to share concerns about the sustainability of art.

keywords : Artist, Agency, Transformative competence, Ecological

citizenship
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