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Abstract

National Museum of Korea
A Study on the Development of

Children’s Program

— Focusing on the Room of Quiet

Contemplation -

Yoo jin Jang
Interdisciplinary program in art education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper aims to organize viewing of an exhibition program for
children. The program which suitable for the purpose of the
exhibition, focusing on the exhibition "A Room of Quiet
contemplation” by the National Museum of Korea. The effectiveness
of the program was verified by developing a museum program for
children and analyzing the all the results conducted by children. The

goal of this paper is to make programs that help young museum
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visitors to understand exhibitions. Understanding exhibits in great
depth and knowing functions and purposes of the museum. Based on
the results which offered by children, including interaction with the
students who participated in this program.

The purpose which should be achieved by the study are as follows.

First, what do children learn and experience in museums? As a
result of observing visitors to the museum, it is easy to see them as
family visitors or as a group from school having experiential learning.
Group of low age children or teenagers are large proportion of
museum visitor. They usually visit the museum for children or
participate the programs for children provided by the museum. Or
look around the exhibition with their family members or in a groups
who have visited together. It is really easy to see the growth of the
number of visitors in the low age group. This shows the importance
and necessity of program for children who visiting museums
compared to the past.

Numerical increment of young museum visitors, however, there’s not
enough way to have in-depth experience in most of museum.
Meaningful experience for young age visitor are not smoothly made.

Learning in the museum is not done by just children viewing all the
product which showed by exhibition hall itself. The real learning
could happened by the process of reconstructing the exhibition viewed
in the context of individual experience and the life which lived by
individually.

Today, museums are providing the best environment for children
with opportunities of growth and to be reborn as a cultural citizens.
The museum provides opportunities to communicate and understand
the cultural and social context of the past through exhibition.

Furthermore, enable to get aesthetic experiences that can only be
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experienced In museums by getting new meaning through personal
contexts.

Through this study, we tried to develop a museum viewing program
for children so that education that began when children entered the
museum can be effectively carried out through the exhibition room
and the process of viewing the exhibits. In this study, we developed
three programs for children’s effective museum visits and analyzed
the interactions with various results produced in the process to see
what children experience in the museum.

Second, what 1s the value of a children’s museum program suitable
for exhibition purposes for children? The museum’s exhibition hall
and exhibits are delicately planned, intended, arranged, and composed
by the museum’s officials. In order to enjoy in-depth viewing of
these museums, exhibition halls, and displayed artifacts, a children’s
museum program closely related to the meaning of the exhibition was
planned to promote the value of the museum program for children. In
line with the purpose of the museum’s various officials, the museum
has developed a children’s museum program plan and activity site to
help children see the exhibition and deliver knowledge richly. In order
to easily understand the purpose and meaning of the exhibition,
theoretical classes were conducted at the stage of the pre-program,
and activities were organized to allow art activities based on the
experience of visiting the actual museum. Based on the results of the
art activities of the program developed in this study and the
interaction with children who participated in the development of the
children’'s museum program, we Intend to find the value of the
children’s museum program suitable for the purpose of exhibition.

It develops a children’s program centered on the "Room of Quiet

Contemplation” of the National Museum of Korea, and 32 art high
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school students participated in the pre-survey, 2 parents participated
in the demand and satisfaction survey, and 2 students participated in
the program to create and interact with results such as activity
papers and artworks. Various collected data were collected and
qualitatively analyzed.

The children’s program centered on the Room of Quiet Contemplation
was developed based on Feldman’s theory of art criticism. For a
meaningful experience in a museum, it 1S necessary not only to
appreciate the museum'’s relics and artworks, but to reconstruct the
museum experience In the individual context based on one’'s own
experience and critical perspective. The program of the third poem,
consisting of a pre-program, a day-of-the-day program, and a
post-program, allowed Feldman’'s art criticism theory to go through
the process of description, analysis, interpretation, and evaluation in
stages. Since this program i1s aimed at children in the lower grades
of elementary school, the linguistic activities of criticism can
overcome the limitations of Feldman's criticism stage through
discourse.

The results of this study are summarized as follows.

First, it 1s learning and experience In museum programs linked to
children’s exhibitions. Children’s learning begins as soon as they
enter the museum. All the elements inside the museum, from the
relics displayed in the museum to the composition and location of the
exhibition room, are carefully organized as intended by the museum’s
officials and curators. In particular, "Room of Quiet Contemplation”
was designed in collaboration with architects to match the lighting
and temperature of the space as well as the design of the space to
suit the exhibition in order to be most suitable for viewing the

exhibited "Pensive Bodhisattva No. 78" and "Pensive Bodhisattva No.
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83". The museum viewing program, which is closely linked to the
exhibition, exhibition hall, and furthermore, the meaning of the
museum, was expected to expand the scope and depth of the
museum’s viewing experience for children. In fact, by understanding
the function and purpose of the museum while conducting this study,
I felt the need to observe museum etiquette, and through this, I was
able to confirm the possibility of being reborn as a cultural citizen.
When I had background knowledge of the exhibition room and the
artifacts on display, I could see children participating in the museum
more actively. Through the museum program for children, which
helps them properly convey the intention and purpose of the
exhibition, children were able to see works and artifacts as more
active learners, which helped them have a positive experience of
visiting the museum.

Second, it 1s the possibility of the use and function of activity sites
and school plans for children to visit the museum. Existing children’s
museum programs tend not to meet many demands due to temporal
and spatial constraints. These difficulties were solved by developing
children’s museum programs and developing and utilizing school plans
and activity sites. Specific questions and activities were presented
through school plans and activity sites to help visitors to the
museum’s exhibition and to lead to art activities outside the museum.
In fact, children were able to actively and independently participate
in the program and they were able to reconstruct their museum
experiences 1n their own life and having positive attitude toward
future visits of museum through the programs that makes children to
get various expression at museum.

In this study, aim to make program for children especially "Room of

Quiet Contemplation” of the National Museum of Korea. And shows
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the necessity and importance of providing the museum programs for
children by making the program and all the results of prgram

including interview and work which made by participants.
keywords : Art education, museum education, museum for

children
Student Number - 2020-28647
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