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Abstract

A Study of Teachers” Perceptions about
Giftedness and Gifted Education in Visual
Arts

Cho, Hyeryung
Interdisciplinary program in art education
Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to discuss a richer and more specific
understanding of art giftedness and art gifted education by exploring
teachers’ perceptions of giftedness and gifted education. To this end, a
qualitative study by interviews was conducted with six teachers working
at the local joint art gifted class and the university —affiliated art gifted
school as research participants. In addition, two research problems were
set to achieve the purpose of this study. The first research question
examined how art gifted teachers perceived giftedness, and the second
research question explored how art gifted teachers perceived gifted
education.

The main results of the first research problem are as follows. It was
found that art gifted teachers recognize art giftedness in three aspects.
This 1s 'cognitive ability', which means the artistic cognitive aspects of
art gifted students, ‘art expression ability' that appears in art works,

and 'affective characteristics' that are revealed in the attitude and
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personality characteristics of artistically gifted students. Interestingly,
unlike previous studies that suggested divergent thinking as the main
cognitive characteristic of art giftedness in previous studies, teachers
who participated in this study did not mention the divergent thinking
ability as the characteristic of art giftedness. On the other hand,
'flexible thinking ability' which is to find solutions to problems from
various angles was emphasized, suggesting that flexibility can be
considered as a factor influencing the creative thinking process of art
gifted students. In addition, it could be seen that teacher perceptions of
art giftedness may appear differently depending on the professional
context. Unlike high school art teachers or art educators who claimed
high interests in the art domain as their defining characteristics, art
teachers who work as artists emphasized confidence in their art world
as defining characteristics. In addition, they emphasized 'excellent
aesthetic sense' as a factor contributing to the original art expression.
These results show that art teachers working as professional artists
emphasizes giftedness related to originality.

The main results of the second research problem are as follows. It
was found that art gifted teachers recognize art gifted education in two
aspects, 'education type' and 'teacher role'. About the type of education
suitable for art gifted education were analyzed as 'individualization
education’, 'aesthetic experience—oriented education’, and
'process—oriented education', which can confirm arguments of previous
studies about ideal educational ways for developing art giftedness. In
addition, it was found that research participants with more than 5
years of gifted education experiences presented and applied teaching
strategies for developing giftedness more specifically and clearly than
research participants with less experiences in gifted education. This

means that the experience of gifted education can affect the formation
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of practical teaching knowledge required for the development of
giftedness of students. In terms of the 'teacher role', the perception of
the role of art gifted teachers was analyzed as a 'promoter'. This is a
result of showing a difference from the perception of teacher role or
professionalism in other academic domains, and through this, it was
confirmed that the knowledge characteristics of each academic domain
can affect teachers’ perception of teacher role.

This study has the significance in that it dealt with the perception of
gifted teachers through the interview. Gifted teachers are likely to
understand giftedness and gifted education much more diversely and
abundantly. In fact, gifted teachers of this study had an in—depth
understanding of these concepts and approached screening and
development processes of giftedness in various ways. The results
revealed in this study can serve as the basis for a more expanded
understanding and discussion in determining art giftedness and exploring
the direction of art gifted education. In addition, this study can find its
significance in that it explored and derived the differences and
specificities of art gifted domain by comprehensively examining previous
studies dealing with teachers’ perceptions of gifted education in art,
science, music, and dance domains.

On the other hand, this study has several limitations. First, this study
focuses on exploring the perceptions of art gifted teachers. So it has
limitation to find out how much such perceptions are reflected in the
actual practices of art gifted education. Second, the study participants
in this study commonly teach art gifted students in the 4th to 6th
grades of elementary school, but some study participants also teach
secondary gifted students. Therefore, there is a limit in exploring the
differences in teacher perception of art giftedness according to a specific

age. Finally, this study aims to qualitatively examine the perceptions of
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a small numbers of research participants. So it has limitations in
examining the universal perception of art gifted teachers on art

giftedness and art gifted education.
keywords : giftedness in visual arts, education for artistically

gifted children, gifted teacher, teachers’ perception
Student Number : 2020-28344
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