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Abstract

The Paradox of Politics and 

Nietzsche’s Theatrical Citizenship
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This thesis aims to explore Nietzsche’s unique conception of 
citizenship, which I argue is his response to the fundamental 
paradox of politics. The paradox of politics refers to a 
conundrum of which comes first―good citizens or good law? 
Nietzsche confronts this vicious circle of chicken-and-egg by 
asserting that neither truth nor violence, but only citizens 
themselves are the true foundation of politics. In response to the 
paradox of politics, Nietzsche propounds the idea of theatrical 
citizenship, which encompasses various civic identities and roles 
within and outside the political stage or arena. These includes, 
first, the actor-citizen, who creates and legislates; second, the 
spectator- or critic-citizen, who judges and disillusions; and, 
third, the “free spirits,” who care for their own souls and 
prepare themselves to become good citizens.
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To reconstruct Nietzschean citizenship, this thesis adopts 
the narrative of tragedy and hope that Nietzsche finds in two 
distinct modes of human existence the man and the citizen. ―
Nietzsche’s theatrical citizenship does not attempt to ultimately 
resolve the paradox of politics through any extrapolitical means, 
such as truth or violence; ironically, this implies that Nietzsche 
still maintains hope for politics.

This attempt to revisit and revive an alternative 
conception of citizenship found in the history of political thought 
will, on the one hand, provide insights into a perennial political 
problem beyond specific contemporary contexts. On the other 
hand, it will suggest ways to complement or overcome today’s 
dominant understandings of citizenship.

Keywords : Nietzsche, the paradox of politics, theatrical citizenship, 
actor and spectator, the man and the citizen, tragedy and hope
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