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Abstract

Child Care and its Meaning
as Paid Labor

— Focusing on the field experience of

childcare teachers -

Lee, Jinseon

Interdisciplinary Program in Gender Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to examine the case of childcare teachers working
at daycare centers from a gender perspective in order to investigate
the specific elements of child care and the care capabilities of
childcare teachers acquired through the practice of care. Also, it
analyzes the factors that prevent childcare teachers from establishing
their occupational identity as childcare teachers and claiming their
expertise In care, regardless of holding necessary skills needed for
child care. As part of the paid care labor occupations, childcare
teachers perform childcare work at daycare centers and provide
various types of care to children. This study problematizes how child

care 1s considered as work that can be performed by any woman,
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and the devaluation of care. Further, it intends to re—-examine child
care as paid labor and its meaning. The questions raised in this
study are as follows. First, from the perspective of gender, what does
child care as paid labor consist of? Second, what care capabilities do
the child care teacher acquire in the process of nurturing children?
Third, how do child care teachers signify the care work they
perform? Fourth, what is the conflict of perception experienced by
child care teachers in relation to occupational identity, and what is

the cause of the conflict?

The development and the conclusion of the paper according to the
research questions are as follows. Chapter 2 examines the
institutional status of the childcare teachers. Legal frameworks
regarding childcare teachers were first established in 1991 with the
enactment of the Infant Care Act. Qualifications and training courses
for childcare teachers were Iinstitutionalized, and the standard for
qualifications changed in correlation to the revision of the Infant Care
Act. The criteria for qualification became more Ilenient following
revision, which made it easier to become a childcare teacher.
Meanwhile, the qualification criteria for childcare teachers became
subject to controversies regarding their expertise. This 1s due to
national policies and studies that defined the expertise of childcare
teachers solely by standardized educational curriculums and
evaluations such as reinforcement of qualifications, salary, and work
environment, while other factors were not considered. This problem is
confirmed by the name of the subject in the training course of
childcare teachers that does not use the term ‘care’. From the outset
of becoming a childcare teacher, childcare teachers begin working

without the criteria for recognizing and evaluating care. These
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institutional issues make it difficult for childcare teachers to establish

their occupational identity.

Chapter 3 examines the work experience and care capabilities of
childcare teachers to show what paid care work is performed by
childcare teachers. The main role of childcare teachers is to nurture
infants and toddlers. They perform pre-planned activities at fixed
hours and carry out similar tasks every day. Routinization and
repetition of daycare center programs and tasks are characteristics of
childcare. Upon closer examination of the labor of childcare teachers,
it could be found that the childcare teachers practice 1) life
preservation activities to protect children’s health and safety 2)
activities that aid the growth of children’s emotional, cognitive, and
social abilities required to become an independent individual 3)
activities to train personality traits required to socialize, based on the
rapport with the children. In particular, childcare teachers acquire
various skills and attitudes necessary for care, such as observational
skills, sensitivity, patience, respect, and responsibility, through the
experience of care. Since these care capabilities are obtained through
the practice of care rather than a specific curriculum, care is a labor
that requires training and experience. This conclusion suggests the
possibility that childcare teachers’ care capabilities could be related to

care expertise and proficiency.

Chapter 4 examines how childcare teachers evaluate and signify their
work and analyzes the structural factors surrounding childcare
teachers in relation to the occupational identity of childcare teachers.
Childcare teachers recognize their labor as work that requires 1)

interaction between the care provider and the beneficiary based on
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the relationship 2) management of one’s emotions 3) identifying the
needs of infants and toddlers through their facial expressions and/or
actions, which make being a childcare teacher ‘not for everyone’. In
addition, within nurture, childcare teachers differentiate care and
education. While the former is regarded unprofessional, the latter is
recognized as professional, which 1s a division that affects the
development of childcare teachers’ capabilities. Factors that cause
childcare teachers to experience conflicts of perception about their
labor and occupational identity are as follows. The first i1s a
combination of social perception and institutional elements. Due to the
social undervaluation of care, childcare teachers are recognized as
mere providers of care services. This i1s combined with a system that
lacks deliberations about care. The second is the relationship between
childcare teachers and stakeholders formed in such social and
institutional contexts. Within the relationship between parents and
supervisors, childcare teachers are treated as service providers, not
care professionals, and their work categories and methods are being
regulated. In addition, the relationship of power that stems from

registration of children at daycare centers and employment comes into

play.

This study examines the social and institutional context surrounding
childcare teachers in detaill and analyzes the childcare work of
childcare from the perspective of gender. In conclusion, as long as
childcare teachers are subject to the current social, institutional, and
relational structure, they are bound to experience difficulty in claiming
their expertise in care and acquiring an occupational identity.
Therefore, an improvement of the social perception of childcare

teachers and the institutional elements that define childcare teachers

- 122 -



1s required. If child care work is adequately re-examined based on
this study, discussions regarding the reevaluation of paid care labor
could take place. In addition, a degendering of care - not limiting
care to women's role - would be possible through developing the
connection between care capabilities and proficiency suggested by this

study.

keywords : childcare teacher, childcare, care labor, care capabilities,

care practice, feminism
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