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Abstract

A Study on the Gayageum
Melody of Namchang Gagok

YOON Dohui

Major in Korean Music (Gayageum)
Department of Music

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In this thesis, I compare the melodic structure and characteristics
of the Gayageum accompaniment with those of the song so as to
find out the composition and characteristics of the Gayageum
accompaniment of Namchang Gagok. In addition, I examine the types
and structures of the Gayageum accompaniment, focusing on several
melodies which recur in individual or several pieces, hoping to
comprehend the melodic connections and characteristics. The results

studied in this thesis are as follows.

First, in the case of Namchang Gagok Ujo and Gyemyeonjo, the
melodic connection between the song and the accompaniment can be
found in both Chosudaeyeop and [sudaeyeop, but differences in terms

of vocal melodies and Gayageum accompaniment can be found Iin
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pieces which are performed after Samsudaeyeop as the tempo of the
piece itself increases. Most of the vocal melodies in the second and
third movement of Samsudaeyeop are similar to [Isudaeyeop, or
slightly modified under the influence of the Isudaeyeop melody, but it
can be seen that the melodies of the Gayageum accompaniment either
consist of independent versions or are comprised of melodies
influenced by Dugeo. Furthermore, in the piece Soyong of Ujo and
Gyempyeonjo, it can be confirmed that the melodic composition of the
song and accompaniment varies in Chodu and [Idu of the fourth
movement, as well as /du of the fifth movement. Moreover, in Urong
and Urak, in terms of vocal melody, there is no correlation between
each [du of the second, third, fourth, and fifth movement, while the
Gayageum accompaniment shares an identical melody in both pieces.
Similar patterns may be found in the first movements of Pyeongnong
and Gyerak in Gyemyeonjo.

Second, in the Gayageum accompaniment melody of Namchang
Gagok, the melodic association between Chosudaeyeop and
Isudaeyeop tends to appear more frequently in Ujo than In
Gyemyeonjo. It can be seen that Gyemyeonjo [sudaeyeop has more
parts composed of its own unique melody than Ujo, and among the
pieces of [Isudaeyeop series, the variation of Dugeo appeared
commonly in all movements except for the fourth in both Ujo and
Gyemyeonjo. Also, in the Gayageum accompaniment melodies of Ujo
and Gyempyeonjo, melodic correlations commonly appear in the second
and third movements of Dugeo and Samsudaeyeop. On the other
hand, the pieces Long and Lak seems to have their own distinct
melodies, borrow each other’s melodies within the piece, or share the
melody of the original song (Wongagok), which composes the melody

of the Gayageum accompaniment.
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Third, the types of Gayageum accompaniment melodies of Ujo and
Gyemyeonjo, which were analyzed focusing on melodies that
repeatedly appear in both individual and several pieces, appear as 8
and 7 typical melody types, respectively. The A-(F)-{—-# type
(melodic type C®) appearing in Ujo and the fi—#E-f—%(%) type
(melodic type c@) appearing in Gyemyeonjo are found in the original
Gagok and Long and Lak series except Soyong, and they mainly
appear in a fixed position, have a consistent rule of descending
melody, and show the aspect of playing the role of the final melody
of a phrase or movement. Meanwhile, the f#-{§—-# type (melodic
type BD) of Ujo Chosudaeyeop, the -t type (melodic type E@) of
Urak, and the F-1#-Fd type (melody type G®) of Soyong are
repeated as a melody only within one piece of music, showing no
correlation with other pieces of music. In Gyemyeonjo, it can be seen
that at least two pieces share the same melody type. There are
melodic patterns that mainly appear in Samsudaeyeop and Soyong,
which are the Fg-{k-1# type (melody type GQ), the F-1&-rd type
(melody type G®@), the {k-F-#-1E type (melody type HD), and the
IKH) - -~ type (melodic type H®) in Ujo. On the other hand,
in Gyemyeonjo, the {#-f—-{k type (melodic type g) appears, and it
can be said that the unique melodic characteristics of the music
progressing to the high register are well displayed.

Fourth, in various pieces of music except for Samsudaeyeop and
Soyong of Ujo and Gyemyeonjo, the same cadence melodic pattern
commonly appears in the /du of each movement, and these melodic
patterns show the form of expansion and contraction. Exceptionally,
in the beginning (Chodu) of the first movement (beats 7 to 11) and
the middle of /du in the fifth movement (beats 6 to 13), the

melodies in the form of half-cadence descending to #—ffh—{# in Ujo
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and M—1fh—ff or M- in Gyemyeonjo appear. In this way,
considering the correlation between the pieces in terms of the cadence
melody of the Gayageum accompaniment, which accounts for a large
part of the piece, 1t can be divided into two melodic types, and
these could be referred to as the melodic type of Chosu, Isudaeyeop
series and Long and Lak, which shares the same or similar cadence
form, and the melodic type of Samsudaeyeop series, which features
an independent cadence melodic form.

Fifth, most of the Gayageum accompaniment melodies of Namchang
Gagok are composed of repetitive melodies, but there are also
independent melodies that are not repeated. The independent melodies
tend to appear at a specific location for each series of music. In
Chosudaeyeop of Ujo and Gyemyeonjo, the independent melodies
commonly appear in the first, third, and fifth movements, and it can
be seen that distinct melodies are added to existing repetitive
melodies in order to show various aspects of change. Most of the
music in the /Isudaeyeop series consists of repetitive melodies, and
several independent melodies can be found in the Daeyeoum or
thethird movement in [sudaeyeop and Junggeo. In the songs of
Soyong, Long, and Lak including Samsudaeyeop, in which the tempo
accelerates, the independent melody appears in common in the
Daeyeoum and the first movement (Chojang).

Sixth, among the various pieces of Ujo in Namchang Gagok, it can
be seen that Chosudayeop, Soyong, Urong, and Urak employ similar
or identical melodic forms in Gayageum accompaniment in the second
and fourth movement, whereas In Gyemyeonjo, it appears that
Chosudaeyeop, and Soyong, Unlong, and Gyerak are those.
Meanwhile, in the [sudaeyeop series of Ujo and Gyemyeonjo, the

second and third movements are all composed of variations of the

- 233 -



melodic patterns from the first movement, and thus I can conclude
that they are distinct from other pieces in terms of melodic structure.
In short, it can be seen that the (Gayageum accompaniment melody
maintains connectivity and unity by repeatedly appearing or
transforming the same melodic pattern within the piece, resulting in a

piece of music composed in an organic relationship.

So far, I have compared the composition of songs and Gayageum
accompaniment melodies of Namchang Gagok, studied the type and
structure of the Gayageum accompaniment melodies, and looked into
the melodic relationships and characteristics. It can be concluded that
the Gayageum accompaniment melodies are composed of individual
melodies, transformations of original songs, adopting melodies from
other music pieces, and by sharing the same melodic form, which
contributes to the pieces having a sense of relevance and thus

forming a suite.

keywords : Namchang Gagok, Gayageum, melodic composition,

melodic type, melodic structure
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