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Abstract
The Formation and Transition of

the Spatial Structure of the
Juchi of Hanju, Silla

Kim Minju
Department of Korean History

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aimed to examine the changes made in the spatial
structure of a local city in Silla according to the change in the local
government system. The case study area was the juchi (JiA, the
governing place of the ‘ju’, a local administrative unit) of Hanju (3
JIN). The rationale for selecting Hanju was twofold, for its location
having been based along Silla’s border for an extended period, and
for it having undergone institutional changes for a longer period of
time compared to other local cities. For these reasons, Hanju is
arguably the most compelling case to examine the various changes
that occurred in the urban landscape in association with the local
system.

Silla first organized the Han River basin by establishing Sinju CHr
JI) in 553. Before Silla’s Middle Ancient period (i), Kunju(H 12)
was the local governor of ju, and juchi was where an jeong ({¥, an

army unit led by Kunju) was installed. Therefore, juchi had a solid

- 80 -



military character and frequent changes were made to cater to
specific strategic needs. In the case of Hanju, the first juchi was
installed around Iseongsanseong Fortress in Hanam and then was
moved to Namcheonju (F/I[) around Seolbongsanseong Fortress in
Icheon, and then Bukhansanju (Jt#ILJN) around Achasanseong
Fortress.

Large—scale fortresses and numerous ancient tombs were built at
the juchi. The most important facility was the mountain fortress (1L
%), which was used for administrative purposes. A settlement also
founded to support it. However, during Silla’'s Middle Ancient period,
due to frequent changes, juchi had not been as a central city of the
state. Therefore, no significant difference in the spatial structure
between juchi and those local bases such as Yongin and Yeoju can
be observed.

After the 7th century, the local administrative system underwent a
period of transformation. The location of the juchi came to be fixed
and was located at the top of the local administrative district. In
addition, in 647, Silla abolished the local hierarchy system known as
oewije (JMVH]) and relocated the citizens living in the capital to local
cities such as sogyeong (/Nil), and juchi. This means that the
boundaries between the capital and the provinces became blurred.
Following this, juchi grew into local cities along with sogyeong,
serving complex function.

Hanju's juchi was eventually cemented in Hanam and grew into a
regional central city. In the early years, the most critical important
urban facility within Hanju's Jjuchi was Iseongsanseong Fortress,
where the administrative office was located. In conjunction with
installing juchr by changing the local system, the fortress and internal

facilities of Iseongsanseong Fortress were expanded and renovated.
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Various building sites have been identified inside the fortress and the
functions have been found to be different depending on the plan of
the structure. The rectangular building feature is presumed to have
been a chiso ({GFT) or jeongcheong (EEE) which was used to fulfill
administrative functions. The polygonal building feature, constructed
considerably later than the rectangular building feature, is likely to
have been a facility related to obtaining a view over the surrounding
landscape. Furthermore, residential and religious buildings were
located in the Deokpungcheon Stream area on flatland sites, and not
inside Iseongsanseong Fortress.

In the late 8th century, as Iseongsanseong Fortress declined, the
functions that had previously takne place there were removed to the
Deokpungcheon Stream area, which was flatland. As the importance
of the flatland area increased, several buildings, temples, and
residential facilities were constructed. Analyzing the distribution of
the city remains made it possible to establish the approximate urban
structure. First, administration facility features were mainly
distributed around the west side of the river, and ancient tombs and
temple sites were located along the mountainside. Cheonwangsa
Temple( K I35) was presumably created as a large-scale area for
worship on the flatland area, following the previous period. On the
other hand, Jujangsung Fortress acted as a facility protecting the
Deokpungcheon Stream area.

As it is well known, Silla’s local cities can be characterized by the
construction of planned cities based on grid-type street compartments.
Hanju's urban features were hidden behind the veil due to the lack of
understanding about the nature of urban planning at Hanam.
However, if the urban remains share a certain central axis, there is

the possibility that a planned city based on a grid-type street section
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may have been built in Hanju. When reviewing the major building
sites of the Hanam area, the features in the west and east were
observed to share the same major axis angle, respectively, centering
on the river. This suggests that a city based on neat roads had also
been built in the Hanam area. The reorganization of the city is
estimated to have taken place the mid-8th century, around the decline
of Iseongsanseong Fortress. The reason for the difference in the time
period of the city’s reorganization and the time period of the
installation of the juchr in this area appears to be because this region

remained unstable prior to the installation of Paegangjin (JHIL§#).

keywords : Silla, Ancient Local city, Hanju, Juchi, Hanam
Iseongsanseong, Grid Land Subdivision
Student Numper : 2019-24012
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