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Zi Ben gurun i Dui Ma jeo i taiSeo si i hafan, Bing I Ceng ni
bithe. +Coohiyan gurun i dorolon i jurgan i amban i yamun i
fejile jafaha. ere halhun erin de, amban i beye be maka antaka
ni seme jobome gunimbi. meni gurun aisin i gese beki, wesihun
gurun pan si wehi gese elhengge, minggan ba bime emu adali.

niohon ulgiyan aniya, emu OOQO amala, OOOO benehe elcin,

OOOO benehe elcin amasi jifi +wesihun gurun i karu bithei

turgun be +Dung u i, weile alihangge de alaha. te bicibe fe an i

oki sembi. hebeSeme guniki +amba hese be alime gaiha. te
icemleme urunaki cuwan i elcin taktraki. tuttu ofi neneme
halbure be baime, unggire majige jaka be guwa hooSan de

arahabi. alime gaiki. guiwa be gemu elcin i angga alakini. gurun
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Abstract

The Japan Issue between the
Qing and Choson, 1637-1644
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The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Hongtaiji(2 A#%&, r.1626-1643)'s accession to the imperial
throne led to a series of significant changes in East Asian
international relations. Upon accession, Hongtaiji embarked on
reorganizing his newborn empire’s foreign relations. After the
successful invasion of 1637(AF#AgEL), the Qing demanded that
Chosdn cut off its 200-year-old tie with the Ming. At the same
time, the Qing tried to establish diplomatic relations with Japan
through the intermediation of Choson.

It is a well known fact that before the Entering the Shanhai
Pass(ARg), the Qing and Choson exchanged a series of diplomatic
letters to discuss various subjects, including “the Japan issue.”
The Qing seems to have been wary of Japan's military power,
exhibiting concern over the possibility of an alliance between the
Ming and Japan. The Qing also showed interest in Japanese
products that had been imported through Choson. As the Qing's

territory at the time was not adjacent to Japan, it had to resort
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to relying on Choson to handle any matters regarding Japan.

However, there existed discord on “the Japan issue” between
the Qing and Choson. Chosdén never welcomed the establishment
of diplomatic relations between the Qing and Japan because of
geopolitics surrounding the Korean Peninsula. From 1638, Choson
thus started to send the Qing dispatches about the situation of
Japan(f&Z1E &) to discourage diplomatic relations between the
two countries. In this thesis, I refer to these “dispatches about
the situation of Japan,” sent from Choson to the Qing, as the
“Japan Report.”

For over a year, Chosdn took a passive approach to the issue,
simply ignoring the Qing’s request to intermediate diplomatic
relations between the Qing and Japan. An incident that increased
Choson’s anxiety over the potential invasion of Japan occurred in
early 1638, when Tsushima requested Chosdon for a revision of
the diplomatic protocol. It was not long after that the Chosdn
court learned about the outbreak of the Rebellion of Shimabara
(BEDEL), the largest popular revolt in the early Tokugawa
Japan. After much deliberation, Choson decided to send the first
ever Japan Report to the Qing's Ministry of War in the third
lunar month of 1638. While the first Japan Report was primarily
intended to prepare against Japan's attack, it also served as a
mechanism for Chosdon to replace the diplomatic issue of
intermediating diplomatic relations between the Qing and Japan
with the military issue of reporting on Japan's situation.

In the fourth lunar month of 1638, the Qing emperor Hongtaiji
demanded that Chosén send troops to the war against the Ming,
specifying the number of troops to be deployed and the time of

operation. In the following Japan Report, Chosdén addressed its
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security problem at the southern border in order to avoid
sending troops. Cross-checking the sources further reveals that
the contents of the Japan Report written on the thirteenth day of
the eighth lunar month of 1639 was edited to highlight the
security threats at Chosdon’'s southern border. In addition to
discouraging the establishment of diplomatic relations between
the Qing and Japan, Chosdn took advantage of the Japan Report
to avoid sending troops to the war against the Ming.

The situation took a turn after Chosdn complied with the Qing’s
request to dispatch troops to the war against the Ming in the
fourth lunar month of 1640. Chosdn no longer needed to
emphasize the security problem at its southern border. The best
strategy for Choson during this time was to maintain the status
quo by supressing the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the Qing and Japan. In the third lunar month of 1642,
Choson reported to the Qing that Japan had invited Choson’s
ceremonial envoy(G@{51#) to celebrate the birth of the Tokugawa
Shogun’s successor. In this Japan Report, Chosdn mentioned that
it would make efforts to strengthen its friendship with the
Japanese neighbor by dispatching a ceremonial envoy. Up until
the Entering the Shanhai Pass, Chosdn sent the Qing two
additional Japan Reports demonstrating its willingness to maintain
an amicable relationship with Japan.

Meanwhile, the Qing no longer exhibited much interest in
establishing diplomatic relations with Japan, but instead actively
collected information on Japan through Chosén and defectors
from the Ming. After Choson’s participation in the war against
the Ming, the Qing could exert more dominance over Choson

with little fear that Chosdén might passively allow, or even actively
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facilitate, the alliance between the Ming and Japan. In early 1642,
the Qing was informed by Hong Chengchou(i#/&EE), the
surrendered Ming's Jiliao Supreme Commander(#E#%) and
former Minister of War(Z#m#), that there had been no
diplomatic relations between the Ming and Japan for a long time.
The best strategy for the Qing was to let Chosdn prevent any
possible threats from Japan rather than ‘inefficiently” trying to
establish diplomatic relations with Japan.

In the end, the Qing and Chosdn both adopted the policy to
maintain the status quo with Japan. Interestingly, even after the
Entering the Shanhai Pass, the Qing merely observed Japan's
situation through Chosdon’s irregular Japan Reports without

establishing any form of official diplomatic relations with Japan.
Keywords : East Asian International Relations, Sino-Korean Relation,
Sino-Japan Relation, Ming-Qing Transition, Tokugawa Bakufu

Japan Report(f&Z1E4& ), Hongtaiji
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