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Abstract

A Study on Jigak (1) Theory
of Kim Changheup

LEE, Han Seok
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis aims to explain the jigak/zhijue (511%) theory of Kim
Changheup (4 £ 55, 16563~1722) which was shared by his brother Kim
Changhyeop (4> 5174, 1651 ~1708) and later Nak School (%E). ‘Jigak
1S a neo-confucianist term denoting the faculty that produces a
reaction like emotion or judgement when stimulated. Previous studies
did not fully explain why Kim brothers accepted the argument that
seong/xing (M) directly produces the moral judgement and how they
justified that jigak without seong can lead the moral practice. This
thesis analyzes the notion of the jigak of sim/xin((») and the jigak
of seong in The Article Discussing the Word ‘Wisdom’ (i’ F-it)
written by Kim Changheup to answer those problems.

This thesis first examines the jigak theory of Yulgok School, and
then that of Kim brothers to make clear how the two are different
from each other. Unlike Zhu Xi who defined jigak as the faculty of

sim, which derived from the innate moral disposition (seong), Yulgok
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School defined it only as the amoral faculty of sim. According to
their explanation, the jigak of sim in natural state has nothing to do
with seong, so it is void [J§] of morality. Thus, they maintained that
sim has to accept and follow seong or the social rule as ethical
standards to overcome the natural amoral state.

Kim brothers shared the premise of Yulgok School that the jigak
of sim in natural state i1s void of morality and has nothing to do
with seong. They, however, understood the jigak differently. First,
they argued that it does not produce a moral judgement, but the
Jigak of seong does. Kim changhuep explained that one who has
acquired the rule is always aware of what the rule wants him/her to
do, which means one always succeeds in making a moral judgement.
He attributed this faculty of moral judgement to seong or the social
rule itself, because it 1s not influenced by any personal characteristics.

Second, Kim brothers argued that the natural state of the jigak of
sim or its devoid state of morality should rather be preserved for
moral practices. They reinterpreted the voidness as the undefined,
which can accept and imitate anything while unattached to it. This
reinterpretation implies that the jigak of sim can accept and imitate
the jigak of seong though it remains amoral in itself when its natural
state 1s well preserved.

Moreover, by diverging from Yulgok School's jigak theory, Kim
Changheup argued that the jigak of sim has not the basis of not
only morality but also sensual desires. In his theory, sensual desires
are derived from cheongi/tienji (K%), which the jigak of sim has no
connection to. He denied the conflict between sensual desires and the
social rule, because sensual desires in its original state are too trivial
to cause any moral problem. Furthermore, he insisted that the sensual

desires even have moral value, because they make one to survive and
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reproduce to continue parents’ lineage. It implies that the jigak of sim
can just follow the original state of sensual desires, since there is no
need to suppress it.

Therefore, the jigak theory of Kim brothers can be regarded as a
reinterpretation of that of Yulgok School, because even though both
are based on the same premise that the jigak of sim is not connected
to seong, the former sees the voidness of it should be preserved, not
like the latter. It is significant that Kim brothers’ theory allowed the
possibility of natural and flexible way to moral practices, and stopped
suppressing sensual desires. On the other hand, their theory is
morally weak: admitting the disconnection between jigak and morality
(seong), their theory falls into the disapproval of the necessity of
self-cultivation, and could be exploited to approve hypocrisy and

self-deception.

keywords : Kim Changheup, Jigak/Zhijue (51&), The Article
Discussing the Word ‘Wisdom’, Kim Changhyeop,
Nak School, Sim/Xin(.»), Seong/Xing (1),
Cheongi/Tienji (K#%)

Student Number : 2016-20077
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