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Employment Policy for the Elderly under the Japanese Employment System |
PARK Hyo-sook

The Japanese-style employment system is characterized by three features: hiring fresh
graduates en masse, seniority-based wage system, and lifetime employment (long-term
employment until retirement). In other words, the Japanese employment system has developed
its own legal policy based on age norms, with the retirement age system as its foundation,
from the entrance (hiring fresh graduates en masse) to the exit (retirement), and even the
treatment in between (seniority wages and seniority system).

Under these circumstances, Japan’s declining birthrate and aging population have
been identified as serious social problems in recent years, and it has been pointed out that
conventional policies based on age norms will face difficulty in solving problems such as the
shortage of labor force caused by the declining birthrate and aging population. In addition,
with the recent development of pension policy and the need to correct age restrictions in
employment, the point has been raised that policies based on age norms could amount to age
discrimination from the outset.

This paper therefore examines how related policies and laws have been developed under
the Japanese-style employment system that emphasizes age norms, and then examines
the trends in judicial precedents and the current state of academic debate regarding these
issues. Through this examination, this paper discusses the significance and limitations of the
employment policies for elderly workers introduced by the Japanese government to deviate
from age norms.

» Keywords: Age Discrimination, Mandatory Retirement Age System, Measures for Securing
Employment for Elderly Persons, Measures for Securing Employment Opportuni-

ties for Elderly Persons.

Criminal Justice and Hostage Justice in Japan | CHANG Eung-Hyeok

Carlos Ghosn fled to Lebanon while under investigation by Japanese prosecutors, and later
strongly criticized Japan’s criminal justice system. His criticisms have attracted great attention
worldwide, and one of the characteristics of Japanese criminal justice, the “hostage justice,” has
been pointed out as the cause of the problem.

This paper first examines Japan's detention system, which includes arrest and bail, and
at the same time illustrates how the system has been operated so to have been criticized
as “hostage justice.” Moreover, this paper examines in greater depth the problems of the
hostage justice focusing on the issues raised by the Carlos Ghosn case that has brought the
topic back into the spotlight. In addition, since this hostage justice is intertwined with other
characteristics of Japanese criminal justice, such as the precision justice, to create more serious
problems, the precision justice and the like are also examined.

Lastly, this paper reviews whether these problems could also occur in Korea, and briefly

explores problems unique to Korea’s criminal justice system, which differs from that of Japan.
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The hostage justice is also often defined as the prosecutor’s justice, and many problems are
pointed out with regard to the investigation of Korean prosecution, which has more authority
than that in any other country in the world.

* Keywords: criminal justice, criminal procedure law, hostage justice, comparative law,

detention, suspect

ARTICLES

Gender Differences in Regional Mobility and Career Choice among Japanese
Non-metropolitan Youths | PARK Jeehwan

This research aims to shed light on gender differences among non-metropolitan youths in
their transition to higher education and work, as well as their engagement to their hometowns.
Despite their shared attachment to their hometowns, young women are more likely to attend
local universities and find work in their home areas than men. However, existing studies have
failed to address these gender disparities in geographical mobility. To fill this gap, this study
conducted online interviews with twenty youths from the Kyushu region who graduated
from high schools and universities there. The research examines the ways in which these
youths explain and interpret gender differences in their experiences of university admission,
employment, and return migration.

When advancing to university and finding work, non-metropolitan women prioritized
familial ties and often gave weight to their parents’ opinions, in addition to considering
their own academic abilities and interests. As a result, they often ended up attending local
universities and finding work in their home areas. They also wished to return to their
hometowns upon getting married and starting their own families. On the other hand, their
male counterparts prioritized their own interests and abilities when making these decisions,
without placing as much emphasis on the location of universities and workplaces. They
expressed a desire to return to and maintain relationships with their hometowns, whether
through starting their own businesses there or participating in local festivals as representatives
of their families.

Overall, this research suggests that there is a cultural dynamic at play that may reproduce
normative and binding gender roles, discouraging young non-metropolitan women from
leaving their hometowns. As a result, this study illuminates that a kind of gendered local track
may form that keeps young women with college diploma in non-metropolitan Japan.

* Keywords: Non-metropolitan youths, attachment to hometown, advancement to local

university, employment in home prefecture, gender, local track
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