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Abstract

A Study on Art Works
about Intimacy that Weaves

Alternative Relationships

Park, Jiin
Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation endeavors to deconstruct the oversimplified
perspective of intimacy as a mere fraction of emotion, advocating
instead for an examination through sociocultural lenses which reveal
its capacity to foster novel relational frameworks. It delves into an
analysis of my artistic endeavors that serve as attempts to weave
alternative relational structures within the fabric of quotidian
existence, functioning as a form of political engagement within daily
life. The works scrutinized from 2020 to 2023 took their incipient

steps in the everyday realm, arising from the detection of alterations

+ 1 & 11
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within relationships instigated at the intersections with the Other.
These works were founded upon the reciprocity of one—to-one
relationships with the Other. As my internal contemplations on the
questions and conflicts I confronted merely precipitated cycles of
confusion, I sought to cognize my position as a social being
embedded within the societal structure through relationships with the
Other, and aimed to deliberate within the sociocultural milieu.
Through this treatise, I argue that the emergence of intimacy
between self and the other serves as a catalyst for identifying life’s
complexities and concurrently, as a methodological approach within

my art to navigate and surmount the mediation of life.

The illumination that intimacy constitutes a shared attribute across
my works and functions as an operational methodology arose from
my engagement with an array of Western theories that critically
dissect intimacy, love, and the family from sociocultural standpoints.
An analysis of the changes in intimacy propounded in these theories
enabled an understanding of the manifestation of diverse alternative
familial configurations, in the wake of the disintegration of
conventional families. Drawing parallels between the trajectories of
changes in intimacy delineated in these theories and the situation in
South Korea, I established a foundation to introspect my experiential
reality as a woman in South Korea. Despite feminist sociologists'
criticisms that Anthony Giddens' theory of structural transformations
in intimacy does not extensively interrogate the gender dimension
within women's social relationships, his emphasis on individual

autonomy and renegotiation proved instrumental in illuminating the
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processes through which [ could identify and address the
problematics within my existing intimate relationships, and
subsequently facilitate their evolution into new forms. Giddens'
theory opened discursive spaces to explore non-traditional family

units like cohabitation and chosen families.

Initially, to unearth the problematics within existing intimate
relationships, I examined the concept of the home - a recurrent
backdrop in my work — from a feminist perspective. I underscored its
role not merely as a functional living space but as a site where power
dynamics within relationships are instantiated, and explored its
potential to serve as a locus for the reconfiguration of relationships
and the cultivation of solidarity. In the analysis of my works <Our
Beloved Hair> and <Intimate Tango>, [ reflected upon the
complexities within my cohabitational relationship with my partner
and elucidated the inherent problematics within the intimacy
characterized by romantic love. Through performance collaborations
with my partner, | narrated the trajectory of our relationship as it

evolved into a space for negotiation and adjustment.

Subsequently, rather than restricting such processes to my individual
sphere, I sought to broaden feminist sensibilities through artistic
mediums by encouraging the private involvement of cohabitating and
married women. The intimacy of one-to-one private exchanges
between myself and these women distinguishes my work from public
art intended for the general populace or participatory art aimed at a

mass audience. My works <Curtains> and <Married Life> engaged in

56 "':l"\-_s _'\-\.I:-' ok



one—on-one Iinteractions with cohabiting and married female
participants, striving to recognize and accommodate diversity
through shared experiences, with the objective of disrupting
dichotomous political constructs and fostering collective solidarity

among women.

A salient feature in my works with cohabiting and married women is
the entry into the participant's private domain through dialogue. This
strategic maneuver, aimed at visualizing the private sphere as an
intimate sphere, sought to dismantle the prevailing ideology of the
normative family and unveil the existence of diverse social
conjunctions, such as cohabitation. I explicated the significance of
family as a ‘relational construct’ rather than a ‘collective entity’
through the analysis of my work <My Homes>, thereby highlighting
the multiplicity of ways and forms familial relationships can assume,
contingent on individual 'choices'. Moreover, I articulated that my
creation of an alternative family predicated on the intimacy of
friendship, diverging from the traditional family model centered on

romantic love, represents an interweaving of art and real life.

Keywords: Intimacy, Romantic Love, Alternative Familial Structures,

Solidarity, Private Engagement, Formation of Relationships
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