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Abstract
A Study on the Pattern—Painting

that Conceals and Reveals Shapes

—based on my work-

Yujeong Cho
Printmaking Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

I create painting by filling shapes with units that compose the
background, or by filling the background with shapes without leaving
any blank space, resulting in a flat, two—dimensional image with a
minimal sense of depth. As the distinction between the shape and
background becomes obscure, the shape becomes concealed. Therefore,
my paintings usually contain hidden images. I then explicitly specify
the hidden subject of depiction in the titles of my paintings, inviting
the viewers to discover the concealed images.

The paintings portrayed in this way has no hierarchy

between the shape and the background, rather, it places equal
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emphasis on both elements. This is because the solid distinctions
between opposing elements, such as shapes and backgrounds, or
major shapes and minor shapes, are blurred and indistinguishable
from each other. The way I paint blurs the boundaries between the
“dominant and subordinate relationship between shapes and
backgrounds”, the “hierarchical relationship between depicted objects”,
and “relationship between three—dimensional space and the objects
that exist within it”, emphasizing the value of flatness and equality.
And I refer to such paintings as “pattern—paintings.”

I experiment with two main ways to explore the relationship
between shape and background. The first method is to “make the
shapes similar to the background” and “repeat the shapes throughout
the painting to create a cohesively clustered image.” These two ways
have in common that they highlight shapes and draw inspirations
from by optical illusions and patterns found in animals and nature.

The second method is to “combine transparent circular
patterns with shapes” and “evoke shapes from marbled pattern
backgrounds.” Both methods have in common that the background is
painted first, and then the shape i1s overlapped on the top of the
patterned background. Although the background was painted first, it
1s difficult to easily distinguish which layer was put first, the
background or the shape.

In addition, I try to create large—scale landscapes in prints to
delay the perception of grasping the whole and make the deviation
larger when exploring the relationship between the shape and the
background, the whole and the part. From a distance, the landscape
has a slight sense of depth, but up close, the surface looks flat with
noticeable elements such as patterns. Additionally, I create

two—-dimensional landscapes without depth, by using materials that
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have transparent and distorting qualities, such as water surface, to
disperse the focus.

This study has been a process of finding answers to the
questions of why something should be hidden, why it must be found,
and why I enjoy these artistic practices. Ultimately, I have realized
that hiding objects by “revealing while hiding” is not intended to
show a certain existence clearly, but to experience a certain existence
that 1s perceptually revealed. The purpose of blurring distinction
between opposing elements, such as shape and background, and
figurative and abstract expression, is to make viewers interested in
“how they see” rather than “what they see.” Additionally, I hope that
through my paintings, viewers can escape from the situations where
they are forced to accept something in a stereotyped way not based

on their own opinion.

keywords : shape and background, concealing image, pattern-
painting, camouflage, flatness, non—hierarchical image, expansion of
image, the principles of visual perception
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