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Abstract

A Concept Study on
Youth’s Career-related
Difficulties after Discharging

from Foster care

Allis SuhJeong Choi
Educational Counseling
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Youths who had been raised in foster care should prepare for
discharge protection when they reach 18 years old in Korea. Every
year, about 56% of 2,600 children have their protection expired and
start to live independently. Since these young people stand on one’s
own feet with a poor protection system and lack of psychological
support, they struggle with difficulties in a settlement after discharge.
However, previous studies generally focused on the short-term
effectiveness of macroscopic policies and systems. The current study

attempted to observe a microscopic perspective on youths experience
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searching for their career to maintain healthy settlements and to
reach out to their own decent work. A concept mapping mixed
research method was used to examine those who recognize the
potential structure of difficulties in the career exploration of young
people after discharge from the residential care institution.

Interviews were conducted with focus questions on 9 young adults
within 5 years after the end of protection. A total of 43 final
statements were made by synthesizing and editing the derived
statements and used for secondary data collection. The conceptual
diagram was derived by conducting multidimensional analysis and
cluster analysis, which derived five clusters in two dimensions.

According to the results of the study, the difficulties in career
exploration for those who are discharged from foster care are
summarized by the "During protection period ~ After discharge
period”, and the “Need of relationship ~ Lack of objective information”
dimensions. The recognized five clusters were; cluster 1 'Rigid career
environment in diversity’ (11 statements), cluster 2 'Lack of career
information acquisition opportunities’ (11 statements), cluster 3
"Economic security prioritized in career choice’ (9 statements), cluster
4 'Fear of loss of bond’ (4 statements), and 'Lack of opportunities

for self-understanding and inner exploration’ (8 statements).

Keywords : Career, Career Constraints, Career-related

Difficulties, Discharging from Foster Care, Concept Mapping

Student Number : 2021-23641
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