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Abstract

Understanding Nationalism in
Transnational Online Fandom

among Female Adolescents

JUNG, Yerim
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study was motivated by the necessity of examining the forms
of nationalism that Korean fandom internalize in order to understand
the discrimination and exclusion of Korean fandom from overseas
fandom i1n transnational online fandom. Contrary to the expectation
that Korean fandom can cultivate global citizenship due to
globalization and the advancement of the Internet, this study found
that Korean fandom constantly distinguishes itself from overseas
fandom. Moreover, Korean fandom even shows hostility towards
overseas fandom.

It is important to recognize that the main members of idol fandom
are female adolescents, and that hateful expressions against foreign
fandom, such as ‘owequi, are used among them. Therefore, the
researcher recognized that it 1s necessary to first understand the

interaction patterns of female adolescent fandom, in order to explore
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alternative ways to construct a desirable online idol fandom culture.
In particular, this study sought to examine the ethnic heterogeneity
and bond that female adolescents experience in their interactions with
their online fandom.

Based on these concerns, the research questions are as follows:
‘How can nationalism be understood in female adolescents’
experiences of transnational fandom in online spaces?’, ‘How do
female adolescents interact with transnational fandom in online
space?’, ‘How do female adolescents experience ethnic bonds in their
interactions with transnational fandom in online space?’, ‘How do
female adolescents experience ethnic heterogeneity in their interactions
with transnational fandom in online space?’.

To this end, this study used online ethnography. Ethnography is a
research method that describes and analyzes the lives, society, or
culture of a particular group of people. Online ethnography is a
research method that transfers the principles and techniques of
ethnography to a computer-mediated communication environment. Ten
female adolescents from middle and high schools who have been
actively engaged in online fandom activities for more than one year
were selected as participants in the study. In-depth interviews and
local materials were used as data collection methods, and Spradley’s
theme analysis was used as data analysis methods. In addition, this
study aimed to collect and analyze data based on the perspective of
academic fans.

The findings of this study are as follows.

First, the study found that female adolescents feel otherness to
overseas fandom when interacting with them since they are unfamiliar
with Korean ‘fangirling/fanboying’ culture. In addition, the study found

that the different languages used by each fandom created difficulties
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in interaction. Moreover, Korean fandom showed hostility toward
overseas fandom for not using Korean when communicating with
K-pop idols and Korean fandom.

Second, the study found that Korean fandom, including female
adolescents, forms a hierarchy within the fandom according to age,
loyalty, and capital, and distinguishes them according to that
hierarchy. This hierarchical distinction also applies to overseas
fandom, and the study revealed that ethnic heterogeneity changes
depending on the degree of loyalty to idols and the degree of capital
investment. In this case, the classification conducted on overseas
fandom is more strict than that conducted on Korean fandom.

Third, the study found that Korean fandom, as a mainstream
cultural constructor, distinguishes itself from overseas fandom based
on 1its superiority. By defining the boundaries of desirable and
undesirable cultural behaviors they had formed, they were expressing
hostility toward overseas fandom that violated these boundaries. In
contrast, they were tolerant of the behavior of ‘Korean fans, including
influential Korean fans, who violated the boundaries. Moreover, they
even reconstructed the boundaries.

Based on these findings, the implications of the study are as
follows.

First, the study presented a specific context for the ethnic bonds
and heterogeneity experienced by female adolescents in transnational
online fandom. In the process of female teenagers interacting with
transnational fandom, the study found that ethnic bonds and
heterogeneity change dynamically based on the context of language,
culture, capital, and loyalty to idols.

Second, the study found that nationalism circulates in the process of

female adolescents interacting with transnational fandom. In other
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words, the study found that female adolescents felt a sense of ethnic
heterogeneity and bonds in the process of interacting with
transnational fandom, and at the same time used these senses as a
mechanism to distinguish Korean fandom from overseas fandom.
Nationalism, as a result of interaction and a prerequisite for
distinction, 1s constantly circulating within the K-pop idol fandom
culture, and even strengthening.

Third, the study identified the necessity of global citizenship
education as a way to resolve the ethnic differences experienced by
female teenagers in the process of interacting with transnational
online fandom. Nationalism has a significant impact on the formation
of K-pop 1dol online fandom culture. Therefore, the study proposes to
form a desirable online fandom culture through global -citizenship
education and to resolve the sense of heterogeneity that occurs while
communicating with overseas fandom. Based on the desirable
interaction within the online fandom, the author hopes to respect other

cultures and values as global citizens in the future.

keywords : online fandom, nationalism, distinction, female
adolescents, global citizenship education
Student Number : 2020-29411
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