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Abstract

The Production of Machinic

Subjectivity in Online PC Games

: A Critical Analysis of “Lost Ark” Users

Jinho Seo
Department of Communication
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation aims to analyze the production of machinic
subjectivity within the context of Korean online PC gamers,
employing Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari's concept of “machine”.
This research examines the close relationship between online game
users and the technical machine of personal computers(PCs), as well
as the significant role of PC rooms (PC bang) as spatial constructs,
and the divers subjectivities produced through in-game interactions
and community activities by critically applying the analytical approach
of Nick Dyer-Witheford and Greig de Peuter, who analyzed North
American console gaming culture across four dimensions of machines,
to examine Korean online PC gaming culture: technical, corporate,
biopolitical and war machine.

First, the dissertation investigates the technical machine of PCs,
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which users physically engage with throughout the entire process of
online gaming, and analyzes PCs as integral components of the larger
social machine. This research delves into the background of PC
rooms and analyzes their relationship with youth culture in Korea.
Second, the dissertation examines how Korean game companies of
corporate machine, as part of the capitalist process of
reterritorialization, incorporate PCs and PC room culture as
profit—driven mechanisms that govern both PCs and users. Third, this
dissertation argues that user participation in in—game interactions and
engagement with game communities constitutes a process of machine
enslavement. The dissertation analyzes how individuals are dismantled
and merge with PCs, participating in the production of social
machines as biopolitical machine. Fourth, the dissertation investigates
the potential for subversion and flight within the machinic
subjectivity found in online PC gaming culture. The dissertation
examines whether the collective actions of game users occuring
within the in—-game environment, online game communities, and offline
interactions can be regarded as war machines.

In doing so, this dissertation examines the production of machinic
subjectivity within a technological context, going beyond the
limitations of excessive structural emphasis or macroscopic analysis
regarding the social subjection of game subjectivity. This dissertation

contributes to expanding the horizons of critical game culture studies.

keywords : Online game, Machinic subjectivity, PC room, Social
subjection, Machine enslavement, Biopower,
Immaterial labor
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