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Abstract
The Limits of the Candlelight

Demonstration:

2016717 Candlelight Demonstration, State, and

Democratic Citizenship

Hyunjik Jeong
Political Science Major
Dempartment of Political Science & International Relations

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examines the forms of subjectivation in 2016717 Candlelight
Demonstration, revealing the ambivalent characteristic of 1it, autonomy and
heteronomy, or autonomy and dependency. Even though numerous studies have
been conducted on this renowned political movement, most of them emphasizes
only its autonomy, being one-dimensional compared to the multifaceted aspects
of this colossal phenomenon. To put it another way, most previous studies tend
to belittle the Candlelight Demonstration’s complexity and overemphasizes its
autonomy, resulting in, at best, partial or, at worst, misleading understanding of
it. However, the heteronomous limit of the Candlelight Demonstration accounts
for a crucial part of this political event, and dwelling on this part is significant
in figuring out not merely the Candlelight Demonstration, evidently one of the
most critical political events in South Korea history, but the civic democracy in
South Korea. Hence, even though this thesis presumes the ambivalent
characteristic of the 2016717 Candlelight Demonstration, its analysis mainly focus

on its heteronomic or dependent aspect, which does not intend to ignore its
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complexity.

For the democratic subject appropriating democratic citizenship to be
constituted, civil autonomy from the state and the constitution of collective
agency for potentiating the civil autonomy are essential. Drawing on Etienne
Balibar’s theory, especially one on democratic citizenship, this thesis shows how
the dependency of the Candlelight Demonstration on the state is constituted and
its autonomy 1s limited by and through the political subjectivation of the
Candlelight Demonstration. In regard to democratic civic movements, both
autonomy from and dependency on the state are constitutive and inevitable, with
which are impossible to do away. Not only complete autonomy but complete
dependency is not imaginable in civic movements in reality. No matter how
strong either the autonomy or heteronomy of a specific civic movement is, the
relationship between them cannot be fully determined, being compromised
repeatedly and re—constituted continuously. Hence, the argument of this thesis is
not that 2016717 Candlelight Demonstration must have completely shed its
heteronomy and assumed flawless autonomy. Instead, it argues that a democratic
citizenship or a democratic civic movement, at least for it to be “democratic”,
must involve the active agency, or active potentia, of citizenry. Investigating the
subjectivation of the 2016717 Candlelight Demonstration, the thesis reveals how
and at what points the participants of this immense and ardent movement

assume undermined autonomy and limited agency.
Keywords: 2016717 Candlelight Demonstration, democracy, citizenship,

democratic citizenship, democratic subject, subjecivation
Student Number: 2020-28011
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